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Chairman Daniel B. “Danny” Verdin, III  

South Carolina Senate  

Committee on Medical Affairs 

412 Gressette Building 

Columbia SC 29201 

 

Dear Chairman Verdin and Members of the South Carolina Senate Medical Affairs Committee,  

 On behalf of South Carolina’s Sheriffs, I want to thank you for the opportunity to provide comment 

on S. 150. As you know, members of the SC Sheriffs' Association have long expressed concerns over the 

legalization of “medical” marijuana, as proposed in the various iterations of the “Compassionate Care Act”. 

After several years of debate, we understand many proponents of this legislation are genuinely seeking to 

bring comfort and relief to friends and family members who are suffering from debilitating illnesses. 

Likewise, we hope it has become clear that law enforcement’s opposition to this legislation is founded upon 

valid public safety concerns, not a lack of compassion or empathy. While the sponsors of S. 150 have 

attempted to address several of law enforcement’s concerns, we remain deeply troubled over this 

legislation. As previously stated, while the Sheriffs of South Carolina have extreme compassion for those 

who are suffering from debilitating illnesses, we cannot endorse or even ignore the attempt to provide relief 

through illegal methods.  

 In 2018, our Association adopted a policy position on “medical” marijuana. This policy position 

largely addresses our concerns regarding the Supremacy Clause found in Article VI of the United States 

Constitution and the fact that marijuana is and will remain illegal until the federal government changes its 

policies, statutes, and regulations on the substance. I have included that document for your review since our 

position remains the same today.  

 Not only is the Supremacy Clause important when it comes to the legality of “medical” marijuana 

under South Carolina law should S. 150 be enacted, but it is also important as it relates to banking. Since 

marijuana remains federally illegal, marijuana-based companies largely operate in cash only. Therefore, 

these businesses are far more susceptible to armed robberies. Moreover, collecting and remitting taxes 

based on proceeds that stem from the sale of federally illegal products becomes problematic. 

We understand this bill features provisions that are intended to prevent diversion and restrict certain 

types of marketing or advertising towards children. Nevertheless, diversion has occurred in numerous, if 

not all, states that have approved “medical” and/or recreational marijuana. This reality leaves us fearful for 

young persons across the Palmetto State.  

Additionally, we worry that impaired driving may increase if this legislation is enacted. Quite 

frankly, scientific methods exist to determine the presence of THC in one’s bloodstream, but additional 

processes are needed to determine an exact level of impairment. So, if this legislation passes and “medical” 

marijuana becomes legal, we will have no way to legally determine impairment based upon THC; neither  

will we be able to successfully prosecute drivers who have this substance in their blood. So, while our State 

may achieve meaningful advances in counteracting impaired driving this session with the passage of S. 28  
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(which requires additional persons to utilize ignition interlock devices) and S. 472 (the "Responsible 

Alcohol Server Training Act”), that could be undermined by the passage of this legislation.  

We understand much of the country has already embraced marijuana in one form or another. One 

could argue that South Carolina has too. We already allow hemp oil, with low THC content, to be sold over 

the counter. Before our State goes further, we believe the South Carolina General Assembly should follow 

the science surrounding marijuana. Proponents of this legislation consistently point to findings in the 2017 

National Academy of Sciences Report (NAS) entitled “The Health Effects of Cannabis and Cannabinoids: 

The Current State of Evidence and Recommendations for Research”. While the NAS report does provide 

evidence that certain components of the marijuana plant may prove beneficial for treating a select number 

of medical conditions, it also provides evidence that marijuana has no or limited applications on several 

medical conditions included in this bill. 

In fact, the NAS report states, “Despite increased cannabis use and a changing state-level policy 

landscape, conclusive evidence regarding the short- and long-term health effects – both harms and benefits 

– of cannabis use remains elusive”. The report continues, “A lack of definitive evidence has resulted in 

insufficient information on the health implications of cannabis use, causing a significant public health 

concern for vulnerable populations such as adolescents, pregnant women, and others. Unlike with 

substances such as alcohol or tobacco, no accepted standards exist to help guide individuals as they make 

choices regarding if, when, where, and how to use cannabis safely and, in regard to therapeutic uses, 

effectively.” 

We believe federal statutory and regulatory barriers have prevented the thorough research and study 

on the use of cannabis for the purpose of obtaining definitive and undisputed scientific evidence to 

determine whether cannabis has a positive medical benefit to its use. Further, we believe those barriers have 

prevented research leading to the ability to accurately quantify impairment levels of those who consume 

cannabis. Therefore, in 2019, we worked with the National Sheriffs’ Association to call upon Congress to 

reclassify marijuana as a Schedule II drug under the Controlled Substances Act to remove those 

impediments and allow greater research. We are convinced that greater research is required before the 

nation, and South Carolina, further embraces marijuana.  

In our opinion, Epidiolex is “medical” marijuana. Marinol is “medical” marijuana. These cannabis-

based medicines can be prescribed by a doctor and filled by a pharmacist. These medications have specific 

dosages, and the side effects are known. None of that can be said about the “medicine” considered in this 

legislation. Legitimate research and science led to these medicines, not politics and not feelings. Real people 

are experiencing real relief due to these medications; medications that came as the result of, not in spite of, 

the FDA approval process and did not require a single legislative vote. This is how South Carolina should 

embrace and proceed with “medical” marijuana. 

We would be remiss if we did not point out that this legislation will add a tremendous amount of 

work to various state agencies that must be completed in relatively short periods of time. One of the primary 

state agencies impacted by this legislation is the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC). 

The sheer volume of work required in this legislation would challenge an agency in any year but will prove 

to be especially difficult now as South Carolina continues to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and the 

economic impact associated with the deadly virus. Additionally, it seems the work of these state agencies 

will only be funded after “medical” marijuana begins generating taxes at the point of sale. So, in addition  

to dealing with a deadly pandemic, DHEC, and other state agencies, will seemingly be required to divert  
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attention and funding towards the establishment of a new regulatory scheme that will guide the cultivation 

and dispensary of a substance that will remain federally illegal unless and until the federal government 

takes definitive action.  

In conclusion, I want to underscore the fact that law enforcement’s concerns regarding this 

legislation do not stem from a lack of compassion. Quite the opposite is true. We have tremendous 

compassion for those who are desperate for medical assistance AND those who will undoubtedly be 

impacted by the unintended consequences of this legislation. Therefore, we implore you to resist the urge 

to bypass the FDA regulatory process and urge you to let legitimate scientific research drive this debate 

rather than emotion or politics.  

We thank you for the opportunity to express our concerns on this topic. We stand ready to assist 

you and other members of the General Assembly. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any 

questions or need additional information.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jarrod M. Bruder 

Executive Director 
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Position adopted unanimously by Sheriffs attending  

the SC Sheriffs’ Association Business Meeting on November 15, 2018. 

South Carolina Sheriffs’ Association Policy Position: 

“Medical” Marijuana 

The Sheriffs of South Carolina remain in strong opposition to the State’s efforts to legalize 

“medical” marijuana. Our opposition is based on a number of factors that have been experienced in states 

that legalized marijuana including increases in youth usage, increases in impaired driving, drug diversion, 

drug abuse, and many, many others. Ultimately, we cannot support any form of legalized marijuana if it 

causes us to violate our Oath of Office; which is to “preserve and protect and defend the Constitution of 

this State and of the United States.”   

The pro’s and con’s of legalizing “medical” marijuana could be debated all day. In the end, 

however, no decision the South Carolina General Assembly makes will change the fact that marijuana 

remains federally illegal throughout the United States. In other words, the fact that marijuana is illegal is 

the “supreme law of the land” in our country. This position is based upon Article VI of the United States 

Constitution, referred to as the Supremacy Clause, which reads as follows: 

All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the adoption of this Constitution, shall 

be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance thereof; 

and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, shall be 

the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every state shall be bound thereby, anything in 

the Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the members of the several state 

legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the several 

states, shall be bound by oath or affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious test 

shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United States. 

(Emphasis added.) 

We agree with this assessment. Unless and until the federal government changes its position on 

the legality of cannabis, law enforcement must remain in strong opposition to the State’s efforts to 

legalize otherwise illegal forms of marijuana due to the fact that we are legally bound to, “preserve and 

protect and defend the Constitution of this State and of the United States.” While it is true that state and 

local law enforcement do not necessarily possess the authority to enforce federal laws, we absolutely 

cannot turn a blind eye when those laws are violated. 

It should be noted that the 46 Sheriffs of South Carolina, as well as all their deputies, are not the 

only individuals bound by this Oath of Office, the wording of which is expressly mandated by our own 

South Carolina Constitution. Each Member of the General Assembly, all judges in our state, solicitors, 

members of the bar, and the Governor have also taken the same Oath. The passage and enforcement of the 

proposed “medical” marijuana legislation could ultimately require most, if not all, of these persons to 

violate their Oaths of Office. 

So, while the Sheriffs of South Carolina have extreme compassion for those who are suffering 

from debilitating illnesses, we cannot endorse or even ignore the attempt to provide relief through illegal 

methods. If cannabis has medicinal benefits, it should be treated and regulated in the same manner as all 

other medicine is in the United States, which is through legitimate research and oversight by the US Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA). To date, however, the FDA has found no medicinal value to raw 

cannabis.  



 
 

2019-10 
 

NATIONAL SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION OPPOSES THE LEGALIZATION OF 

RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA AND SUPPORTS THE FDA REVIEW OF 

MARIJUANA FOR MEDICINAL PURPOSES  

WHEREAS, the National Sheriffs’ Association (NSA) is concerned with the welfare of citizens and desires to 

preserve the rights of citizens to live and work in communities where drug abuse is not accepted nor are citizens 

subjected to the adverse effects of drug abuse, and; 

WHEREAS, the Sheriffs of America have extreme compassion for those who are suffering from debilitating 

illnesses, yet feel an obligation to ensure the attempt to provide relief to some does not endanger all, and;  

WHEREAS, the dangers of illegal drugs, including marijuana (also known as cannabis or cannabis sativa), and 

the threat to public safety caused by their use in terms of highway safety,2 criminal activity, and domestic 

violence, are well-documented, and;  

WHEREAS, Sheriffs believe the effort to bypass the drug approval process established by the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) and legalize marijuana and marijuana derived products is contrary to the interests 

of the health, safety, and welfare of the public, and;  

WHEREAS, state decriminalization and regulatory schemes, contrary to their states objectives, have failed to 

reduce the black-market availability of recreational marijuana and have oftentimes resulted in more organized 

drug trafficking organizations, and; 

WHEREAS, many states are bypassing the rigorous FDA research and approval process for marijuana in favor 

of legislation and citizen initiatives to create a patchwork of conflicting medicinal marijuana laws, and; 

WHEREAS, marijuana is currently listed as a Schedule I drug under the Controlled Substances Act, defined as 

having a high potential for abuse, and has no scientifically recognized medical benefit in the United States1, 

and;  

WHEREAS, federal statutory and regulatory barriers have prevented the thorough research and study on the 

use of cannabis for the purpose of obtaining definitive and undisputed scientific evidence to determine whether 

cannabis has a positive medical benefit to its use, and has prevented research leading to the ability to accurately 

quantify impairment levels of those who consume cannabis; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the National Sheriffs’ Association supports the reclassification of 

marijuana as a Schedule II drug under the Controlled Substances Act in order to remove those impediments and 

allow greater research;  



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Sheriffs’ Association urges the United States Attorney 

General and Congress to take immediate and additional steps to promote and actively pursue scientific research 

and rigorous testing to determine any efficacy of cannabis for medical purposes by removing the federal 

statutory and regulatory barriers that prevent these scientific endeavors.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Sheriffs’ Association implores the United States Congress 

to allocate funding to develop a scientific method to objectively quantify impairment from cannabis and to 

create a national standard field test capable of detecting high tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) content.  

FINALLY, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Sheriffs’ Association remains opposed to 

efforts to legalize marijuana for recreational purposes in the United States and opposes the bypassing of the 

rigors FDA research and approval process for any proposed medical uses of marijuana or its derivatives. 

 

1 U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. Drug Schedules. (http://www.justice.gov/dea/druginfo/ds.shtml) 
2 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. U.S. Department of Transportation. “Drug Involvement of Fatally Injured Drivers: A 
Brief Statistical Summary.” November 2010. (http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811415.pdf)  

 

 

 


	2021 SCSA Statement on Compassionate Care Act_
	Policy Position on Medical Marijuana
	2019-10 NSA Marijuana Resolution FINAL

