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GREATER SACRAMENTO NAACP BRANCH SUPPORTS DECISION TO TERMINATE FIRE CHIEF 

Sacramento, CA. The Greater Sacramento National Association for Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) branch applauds the decision to terminate Fire Chief Gary Loesch. For years, the Sacramento 
NAACP has received complaints about the racist, sexist, and discriminatory climate and culture of our 
Sacramento Fire Department. Therefore in 2021, following the resignation of Desmond Lewis, the 
Greater Sacramento NAACP Branch voted unanimously to ask for the termination of Chief Loesch. 

Sacramento NAACP started working with Desmond Lewis in April 2021 on his journey back to 
Sacramento Fire department after rendering his forced resignation; citing several discriminatory issues 
he had to suffer as a Black Fireman. During this process, it was imperative that we negotiate policy 
changes within the department to assure that this would not happen to another African American or 
person of color again. The process took almost a year due to the tactics used to discourage Mr. Lewis 
from returning; “many of the things they were asking him to do were ridiculous,” stated President, Betty 
Williams.  

President Williams continues, “For positive, equitable change to happen, it is important to confront a 
system’s toxic culture; therefore, you must start at the top of the organization. In this case, which is the 
chief of the fire department.” It is the hope of the oldest civil rights organization in the nation that this 
be the beginning of a more transparent, inclusive, and diverse fire department.  

Williams, “These good ole’ ‘boy’s networks must stop and the NAACP continues its mission to stop 
them.” 
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