
 
 February 4, 2021 

To the Rutland City Board of School Commissioners,  
  As you know, the Board charged the school administration to “work with the student 
body to come up with a new mascot” that will inclusively represent the school community, and 
to bring that suggestion to the Board.  Per the Board’s request, I write to present the Mascot 
Advisory Committee’s suggestion and to review the process by which we came to this 
suggestion. 
 The first step was to identify a student group to facilitate the process and to offer 
student input throughout the process.  An invitation was sent to the high school student body 
and all those who responded to a questionnaire were invited to serve on the committee.  I 
facilitated the work of the group and was assisted by a teacher and the Athletic Director.  We 
began our work by unpacking the Board’s motion as a description of the scope of our work and 
also the district’s Vision statement as the description of who we aspire to be as a school 
community. The committee then engaged in a process to identify the characteristics of RHS and 
the broader Rutland community that are important to be represented in the new mascot.   
 We solicited suggestions from the broader community with a survey that was available 
to the public and advertised on Facebook, the school’s website, and included in a newspaper 
article.  This survey generated a wide variety of suggestions and we identified those suggestions 
for a new mascot that had been listed the most frequently.  The committee rated each 
suggestion based on the criteria that we had identified and discussed each in turn.  We 
narrowed the choices from ten to four through an iterative voting process in which each 
committee member identified those that they wanted to forward to the student body. 
 The four that were identified by the committee were: Rams, Railers, Ravens, and Royals.  
These options were sent to the student body in grades three through twelve.  None of the four 
received a majority of the student votes, although Ravens and Royals received more than the 
others.  The committee met and decided to send out the top two options to the student body in 
a runoff.   
 The results of this survey revealed that, when combining all of the results, Ravens was 
selected by 57% of the respondents and Royals was selected by 43%.  It is worthy to note that 
Ravens was the most frequently suggested option on the community survey, was rated the 
highest in meeting the characteristics, and was consistently one of the most popular options as 
rated by the committee. 
 Therefore, I am pleased to offer the Mascot Advisory Committee’s suggestion for a new 
mascot: The Ravens. 
 Finally, I wish to publicly acknowledge the work of the Advisory Committee who 
voluntarily devoted many hours of their time to this work.  Their input and guidance was 
instrumental and representative of the student body. 
      Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Greg Schillinger,  
on behalf of the Mascot Advisory Committee 


