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Plans Taking Shape For An Unusual But Stellar 2021 Omaha Summer Arts Festival 
A Public Art Project, Virtual Artist Booths, Finders Keepers Art, Online and Live Concerts, and More 

 
(Omaha, NE) May 12, 2021 – This year’s Omaha Summer Arts Festival will be a month of awesome rather than just 
a weekend. From May 19 to June 20 the OSAF summertime tradition will continue with a panoply of fun, 
engaging, family-friendly arts activities, both in-person and virtual: 
 
Mural Cubes 
Dig out your selfie stick, there is a photo op for the whole family! OSAF has commissioned 22 local artists to each 
create their own 8’ x 8’ murals. The completed murals will be assembled into seven GIANT cubes and placed 
throughout downtown by May 19 in the following locations: 
 
• 24th & Lake (near the Union for Contemporary Art) 
• 14th & Mike Fahey Drive (Near Kiewit University) 
• 13th & Mike Fahey Drive (in Baseball Village) 
• 13th & Howard (on the RDG Plaza) 

• 16th & Dodge (on the FNBO Plaza) 
• 24th & N (near the Plaza de la Raza) 
• Midtown Crossing at Turner Park 
 

 
Virtual Artist Booth & Online Gallery 
Nothing beats perusing the OSAF artists’ market and discovering a new piece that speaks to you. (“Take me home, 
I would look great above your couch!”) This year, shoppers can browse the market online from the comfort of 
their homes.  The arts community has been hit hard by the pandemic. Now more than ever, artists need your 
Facebook likes, virtual thumbs up AND, if you can spare it, a little bit of your cash. The OSAF’s Booth Central 
Market will be held virtually on Saturday, June 5 and Sunday, June 6 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.. You can also shop the 
artist gallery available on the Festival website (SummerArts.org) for opportunities to connect with artists, browse 
their work, and make purchases or commission projects. 
 
Concert on Your Couch or Pop-Out to an OSAF Pop-Up 
Sharing world music with Omaha has long been a cornerstone of OSAF, and this year will be no different. Join 
OSAF from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, June 5th for a FREE online livestream concert featuring seven local 
groups including the Sebastian Lane Band, Last of the Mojitos and Alexis Arai featuring Mariachi Rey Azteca. The 
livestream event will be hosted by local writer and comedian Cameron Logsdon and aired on Omaha’s public 
access television station, KPAO. It will also be viewable on OSAF’s Facebook Live. 
 
Still hoping for a live music experience? OSAF is planning a series of live pop-up concerts that will take place at 
Mural Cube locations. The pop-up series will kick-off at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, June 4th near the Mural Cube at 13th 
& Howard. A full schedule of dates and musicians will be available soon. OSAF is proud to be ‘sharing the love’ 
with the Omaha music community by booking a talented and diverse slate of local musicians.  
 
Young Artist Exhibition & Wooden Sign Project 
The Young Artist Exhibition (YAE), a long-standing Festival favorite, is going digital. Nine middle schools and 16 
high schools are signed up to participate. Teachers will submit digital images of student work, which will be 
uploaded to a gallery housed at SummerArts.org. OSAF’s YAE is an exciting opportunity for aspiring youth artists 

 



to publicly exhibit their work. Their participation helps build their confidence and their resumes. Plus, they 
compete for more than $1,000 in prize money.  
 
Additionally, 19 schools and seven not-for-profit organizations are participating in the first-ever Wooden Sign 
Project. Inspired by North Omaha artist Patty Talbert, OSAF distributed FOUR HUNDRED 6”x 10” wood blanks and 
asked local students to transform them into colorful, inspiring works of art. The completed pieces will be 
displayed at the Joslyn Museum on June 4, 5 and 6 and then “hidden” around town in parks and public spaces (all 
with permission!) for families to discover. Those lucky enough to find a piece of art may choose to leave it in place 
or take it home! 
 
‘Unicorn’ Art Bikes 
OSAF is partnering with Heartland B-cycle as part of a Public Art Bicycle Tour Program. Four different tours 
highlighting public art will be featured on RideSpot including special routes in North Omaha, Downtown, South 
Omaha and Benson. Watch social media for a special promo code that is valid for a free ride session over the 
weekend of June 4, 5 and 6. The code will be valid on all bikes, but watch for the very rare ‘unicorn’ art bikes! 
 
Heart of Art T-shirt 
OSAF will be selling limited edition “Heart of Art” T-shirts throughout May and early June. Purchase of the $20 T-
shirt helps to support the mission of the Festival. Purchase one now and plan to wear it throughout the Summer 
and stand united with OSAF in sharing the “Heart of Art” with Omaha. A special thank you to this year’s OSAF 
Featured Illustrator, local artist Ilaamen Pelshaw.  
 
Commitment to Art in Omaha 
This year’s range of programming is wide-reaching, diverse, community-focused and carefully planned to bring joy 
to Omaha and surrounding communities. As OSAF Board President, Liz Kerrigan said “The Omaha Summer Arts 
Festival may not be taking over downtown streets this year, but it is still an important part of summer in our 
community. We are sharing art in unique and interesting ways while supporting local artists and musicians’” 
 
For 47 years, OSAF has been working hard to bring national artists to Omaha, support local artists and inspire 
future artists – visual and performing. We are excited to share art experiences with you this year. Next year, in 
2022, we would forward to seeing you as we expect OSAF will return to a more traditional in-person format. 
(Dates in 2022 are June 10, 11 & 12)  
 
Partners, Sponsors and Friends 
The Omaha Summer Arts Festival is presented by FNBO and is supported by the following sponsors: KETV Channel 
7, Sweet 98.5, The Sherwood Foundation, Douglas County, Kiewit Corporation, Nebraska Arts Council/Nebraska 
Cultural Endowment, Mammel Foundation, RDG Planning & Design and Park Omaha. 
 
About the Omaha Summer Arts Festival  
The Summer Arts Festival began in 1975 in Omaha’s historic Old Market district as the first new festival to be 
organized in Omaha since the 1940s. During its 47 years, the Festival has attracted more than two million people 
to downtown Omaha and worked in cooperation with dozens of arts, youth and community organizations in the 
area. The Festival is consistently recognized as one of Omaha’s best annual events with a variety of local honors 
and awards. For updated information about this year’s line-up of events and programming, visit summerarts.org 
or connect with us on Facebook. 
 


