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December 22, 2021 
 

Mr. Anthony Annucci 

NYS DOCCS Acting Commissioner 

1220 Washington Ave; Building 9 

Albany, NY 12226 
 

Dear Commissioner Annucci: 
 

As you know, NYSCOPBA members have been, and remain, on the front lines of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  As such, our members have a unique perspective into dangers and vulnerabilities of 

DOCCS’ correctional facilities.  Given recent developments within our State and variants of the 

virus expressed below, NYSCOPBA now calls upon the Department to temporarily suspend 

visitation at its correctional facilities, or alternatively, to impose more stringent safety measures 

on visitors, contractors, and visitation areas in order to slow the spread of COVID-19.    
 

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic until December 21, 2021, the Department has 

reported that 7,831 staff members and 7,995 incarcerated individuals have contracted COVID-

19.   Over the past four months, DOCCS has implemented safety requirements for employees, 

including a requirement that employees provide proof of vaccination against COVID-19 or 

submit weekly COVID-19 diagnostic testing results.  However, employees represent only a 

portion of the individuals who are entering correctional facilities on a daily basis.  Visitation 

rooms at correctional facilities are a point of daily and persistent vulnerability for the spread of 

COVID-19 and place both staff and incarcerated individuals at greater risk of infection and harm. 
 

The CDC has recently acknowledged a national trend of increasing circulation of the highly 

transmittable Delta COVID-19 variant.  Cases have risen 10-fold since early July, and 95 percent 

of recent positives in New York State were the Delta variant.  A winter surge of the Delta variant 

is now underway, and a new variant of concern, Omicron, is rapidly spreading.  These 

developments resulted in Governor Hochul declaring a state of emergency and the New York 

State Department of Health Commissioner’s December 10, 2021, Determination requiring 

masking in all indoor settings and demonstrate the necessity for the implementation of further 

safety measures by DOCCS with respect to correctional facility visitation.   
 

As a result, NYSCOPBA calls upon DOCCS to implement greater measures for the protection of 

staff and incarcerated individuals, including the suspension of visitation to State correctional 

facilities, or alternatively, a health and safety policy that requires visitors and contractors to 

provide proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test prior to entry.  Additionally, 

NYSCOPBA calls upon DOCCS to limit the maximum occupancy of visitation rooms and 

continue to enforce masking and social distancing within visitation rooms. 
 

Temporarily shuttering visitation, or alternatively implementing further safety measures for 

visitors and contractors will help slow the transmission of COVID-19 within, and ultimately 

outside of the State’s prisons.  It is our hope that we can work together with DOCCS to provide 

prospective and implement these changes to visitation immediately.  
 

Sincerely,  

 
Michael B. Powers 
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