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Study Overview

• Goal: To determine the true spread of SARS-CoV-2 in Jefferson and 
Orleans Parishes.

• Recruited adult residents (18+) to represent every age, race, 
ethnicity and neighborhood.

• Allowed interested participants to volunteer on testnola.org and 
targeted specific demographics via community outreach and 
advertising.

• Those enrolled in the study received free COVID-19 
(nasopharyngeal swab) and antibody tests (blood draw).

• Tests from 2,640 residents from a pool of more than 25,000 
volunteers representative of the parish populations.

• Testing occurred in locations across both parishes between May 11 
– May 15.



Disease Progression
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Prevalence by Race



Key Findings – Prevalence Rates

• 7.8% of Jefferson and Orleans Parish residents had been exposed 
to COVID-19 at the time of the study.

• It’s presumed that more than 64,000 residents have been infected 
in addition to those detected by state testing.

• Prevalence is higher among minorities, particularly Black residents

• Infection Fatality Rate (deaths/recovered *from our study*) is 
different than Case Fatality Rate (deaths/known cases *from state*)

• IFR= 1.63%, CFR= 6%

• IFR of the flu is 0.04-0.16%

• IFR of COVID-19 in our population is 10-40x more deadly 
than the flu



Positive Rates by Symptoms and 
Comorbidities 

Anosmia (loss of smell

and taste) associated

with 17x higher odds of

testing positive.

Comorbidities did not

influence whether

someone caught the

virus - they influence

outcomes.

17x



Disease Progression



Virus, Antibody and Symptoms
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Key Findings - Symptoms

• Any reported symptoms were associated with higher odds of testing 
positive.

• 75% of infectious people were asymptomatic.

• ~40% of people never experience symptoms.

• Whether someone was asymptomatic or symptomatic did not impact 
the amount of virus or antibody.

• Older people were more likely to be asymptomatic. 



Takeaways for the Public

• Until a vaccine is developed, 
COVID-19 remains a 
significant risk in our 
community.

• Everyone must take action to 
reduce the spread of COVID-
19.

• Symptoms are not always 
present when you are 
infectious – use caution and 
follow guidelines for social 
distancing and handwashing 
at all times.

• Review testing guidance to 
determine the appropriate time 
and place to get a COVID-19 
test.

• Masks On! 



Questions?


