
 
Paul A. Tiburzi, Chair                       Donald C. Fry 

DLA Piper                                       President & CEO 

 

G R E A T E R    B A L T I M O R E    C O M M I T T E E 

111 South Calvert Street • Suite 1700 • Baltimore, Maryland • 21202-6180 

(410) 727-2820 • www.gbc.org 

 

SENT VIA U.S. MAIL AND E-MAIL 

 

August 6, 2018 
 

Governor Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr. 

100 State Circle 

Annapolis, MD 21401 
 

Re: Anne Arundel County Light Rail 
 

 

Dear Governor Hogan,  

 

As the region’s premier business advocacy organization, one of the issues we are most dedicated to is the availability of 

reliable transportation, including rail, bus, and light rail. Public transit is essential to our region’s growth as it helps to connect 

Baltimore City residents to job hubs outside the city, and ensures that non-city residents have reliable transportation to the 

many growing businesses inside the city’s borders. In 2015, nearly 138,000 people from outside Baltimore City traveled into 

the city for their primary employment.  

 

Given the importance of a reliable transit system that connects people to jobs, the emanating from Anne Arundel County 

regarding the shutdown of light rail service has become increasingly troubling. Citing concerns about crime, citizens have 

requested the shutdown of two popular light rail stations in northern Anne Arundel County and reduced service at two other 

stations. Meanwhile, candidates for the District 32 State Senate seat have turned this into a campaign issue with one stating 

that “everybody is using that train to create crime” despite clear evidence to the contrary. In April, the Anne Arundel County 

Police started patrolling the light rail system and have boarded more than 1,000 trains. During that time, only 14 fare 

violations have been issued and 3 arrests have been made.  

 

Despite comments from his spokesperson that there has not been a crime wave in the area, County Executive Steve Schuh 

has acquiesced to the demands of a small group of citizens and requested that Secretary Pete Rahn make these changes. 

Ferndale and Linthicum, the two light rail stations in danger of closing, have an average of 97 and 462 boardings a day, 

respectively, while the two stations facing a potential reduction in service, North Linthicum and Cromwell, have 64 and 

1,124 boardings, respectively.  

 

Closing or reducing service at these stations would not only negatively impact the lives of the hundreds of people who use 

the light rail to get to work but would also have many unintended consequences. According to the Capital Gazette, if the 

light rail stations were to shut down, the state would have to pay back the federal money that was used to build the light rail. 

Additionally, unless the stations are torn down, they would still require a regular police presence since abandoned 

infrastructure can attract more crime problems than a widely-used station.  

 

Most discouraging is the message that shutting down or reducing service at light rail stations would send to the residents of 

Baltimore City, which is that their opportunity for a livelihood is not as important as the fears of a few.  

 

Last weekend, in a visit to Baltimore you proclaimed that the city is “the heart and soul of our state.” I couldn’t agree more 

and would suggest that taking away transit access to or from the city is the equivalent of cutting that heart’s arteries. Many 

Baltimore City residents live below the poverty line, do not have cars, and rely heavily on public transportation to travel to 

work and access services.  

 

 

 



Letter to the Governor Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr. 

August 6, 2018 

Page 2 
 

 
 

While public safety is the most sacred responsibility of all elected officials, it is also the duty of elected representatives to 

operate from a basis of fact and to make decisions based upon what is right for all citizens, not just those screaming the 

loudest. Reducing or eliminating transit access would be a step in the wrong direction and would only take away from the 

progress being made to make Baltimore more accessible for all Marylanders.  

 

For these reasons and many others, the Greater Baltimore Committee urges you to not allow the reduction or elimination of 

light rail service in Anne Arundel County. Please feel free to contact me if you would like to further discuss this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Donald C. Fry 

President & CEO 

 

 

Cc: Mr. Kevin Quinn, Administrator and CEO, Maryland Transit Administration 

 Mr. Pete Rahn, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation  

 


