
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR BALTIMORE CITY, MARYLAND 
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IN RE: SPECIAL INVESTIGATION Case No. Mise. 1144

RULE 4-642 MOTION TO SEAL ALL FILINGS AND RECORDS 
OF PROCEEDINGS RELATED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S 

REPORT ON THE GRAND JURY INVESTIGATION

Interested parties,1 by their attorneys William J. Murphy and Gregg L. Bernstein, move, 

pursuant to Maryland Rule 4-642, to seal all filings and records of proceedings related to the 

Attorney General’s report on the grand jury’s investigation of the Archdiocese of Baltimore. All 

filings and records necessarily involve discussion of grand jury materials; their release to the 

public, via public court filings, prior to any court order is a violation of Rule 4-642 and of the 

common law of grand jury secrecy.

The grand jury secrecy rule dictates that “(f]iles and records of the court pertaining to 

criminal investigations shall be sealed and shall be open to inspection only by order of the court.” 

Rule 4-642(a) (emphasis added). Indeed, “[s]ecrecy is inherent in the grand jury system.” In re 

Crim. Investigation No. 437 in Cir. Ct. for Baltimore City, 316 Md. 66, 100, 557 A.2d 235, 251 

(1989). Where, as here, a party seeks disclosure of matters occurring before the grand jury for a 

purpose other than the enforcement of the criminal law, the party must first file a motion for 

disclosure. Rule 4-642(d). Unless and until the court orders disclosure of the grand jury materials, 

secrecy must be preserved. Cf Causion v. State, 209 Md. App. 391, 403, 59 A.3d 1061, 1068

1 The interested parties are persons named in the report but not accused of sexual abuse. We will be prepared to 
identify our clients in the context of a sealed proceeding.



(2013) (“[A] motion pursuant to Rule 4-462 is the exclusive means for access to grand jury 

records.”).

Upon request, the court shall conduct a hearing on the request for disclosure of grand jury 

materials. Rule 4-642(d). Certain interested parties wish to be heard by the court regarding 

disclosure of these grand jury materials. The interested parties may file papers with the court. 

These papers will necessarily include discussion of grand jury materials which, at this stage, 

remain secret. An order of the court prophylactically sealing all filings and records in this matter 

is therefore necessary to preserve grand jury secrecy.

On November 17, 2022, the Attorney General’s Office filed a Rule 4-642(d) motion for 

disclosure of grand jury materials. The motion was filed on the public record and promptly given 

to the press. The motion not only discussed matters occurring before the grand jury, but also 

revealed findings of the grand jury’s investigation and conclusions drawn therefrom. Undersigned 

counsel believe that the public filing of this motion was a violation of Rule 4-642 and of the 

common law of grand jury secrecy. That the Attorney General’s Office was careful not to quote 

directly from grand jury materials, nor identify the persons named in the report, is an exercise in 

semantics inconsistent with both the letter and spirit of the law. Some of the matters addressed in 

the motion for disclosure clearly were drawn directly from materials subpoenaed by the grand jury. 

We ask that the Court retroactively place the motion for disclosure under seal, though we recognize 

that this relief may now be “hollow,” as the Attorney General has caused grand jury information 

to have “already been published in the local newspapers,” without an appropriate order from this 

Court authorizing such disclosure. See In re Rep. of Grand Jury of Carroll Cnty., Nov. Term, 1976, 

39 Md. App. 472, 477, 386 A.2d 1246, 1249 (1978).
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We respectfully request that the Court issue a standing order that all filings and records in 

this case are to be placed under seal unless and until this Court orders disclosure of the grand jury 

materials at issue. We additionally request that no such order of disclosure be entered until all 

parties, including our clients, have an opportunity to address the Court in a nonpublic forum.

November 21, 2022
Baltimore, MD

Respectfully submitted,

William J/Murphy (MD 0406010273) 
Gregg L. /B/rnstein (MD # 8112010025) 
Zuckerman Spaeder LLP 
100 East Pratt Street - Suite 2440 
Baltimore, MD 21202-1031
Tel. No: (410) 949-1148
Fax No: (410) 659-0436 
wmurphy@zuckerman.com 
gbemstein@zuckerman. com

Attorneys for Interested Parties
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 21st day of November, 2022, a copy of the foregoing was 

filed and served electronically via e-mail to:

Carrie J. Williams, Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General
Criminal Appeals Division 
200 St. Paul Place
Baltimore, MD 21202 
cwilliams@oag.state.md.us

David W. Kinkopf, Esq.
Gallagher Evelius & Jones LLP 
218 N. Charles Street - Suite 400 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
dkinkopf@gej law.com
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR BALTIMORE CITY, MARYLAND

IN RE: SPECIAL INVESTIGATION Case No. Mise. 1144

ORDER

UPON CONSIDERATION OF the Interested Parties’ Motion to Seal All Filings and 

Records of Proceedings Related to the Attorney General’s Report on the Grand Jury Investigation, 

it is this___ day of, 2022,

ORDERED that the motion be, and hereby is, GRANTED; and it is further

ORDERED that the Clerk of the Court is directed to SEAL all filings and proceedings 

related to the above captioned matter.

Judge, Circuit Court for Baltimore City
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