
An Open Letter to Vermont Students 
 
January 12, 2023 
 
Dear Vermont Students, 
 
I wish I had written this letter to you sooner. On the other hand, if I had, I wouldn’t have had the 
chance to learn from the members of the Burlington High School (BHS) girls basketball team, and I 
wouldn’t have had the chance to work with their administration on navigating a complex situation 
involving deep harm, race, athletics, repair, consequences and more. 
 
For those of you who are in the know (and through social media many of you are), you may have 
heard some version of the following story with varying degrees of accuracy. 
 
In December, a student-athlete on the CVU varsity girls basketball team made the terrible decision to 
follow a TikTok trend and post a video that was racially insensitive–at best. Because she made the 
video with a family member who is a person of color, she wrongly believed it was okay to post 
something that used the N-word. The student took down the video within an hour, but the damage 
was done as it was recorded and widely distributed by others. The video was forwarded to CVU AD 
Ricky McCollum and me. We met with our student on New Year’s Day to learn more about her lapse 
of judgment, to express our deep concern, and to impose the consequences of violating our policies 
regarding appropriate social media use. For our athlete and for our school community, this is 
another lesson on the huge difference between intent versus impact.  
  
I mention consequences specifically because students from CVU, Rice, and BHS have expressed 
concern that our consequences for posting the deeply harmful video containing the N-word aren’t 
punitive enough. 
  
While social media is good for spreading word, it’s not very effective in providing clarity. In the name 
of transparency, here are the consequences we’ve imposed on our player:  
She lost her captaincy. 
She was suspended from gameplay. 
She was removed from leadership clubs in the school. 
She has begun restorative practices that follow this process: interviews, education, repair, and 
growth. 
Last but not least, this player has experienced significant consequences in her life outside of school, 
but this is not my story to tell.  
  
Yesterday, we received word that BHS players did not want to play CVU in tonight’s game. Ricky 
McCollum and I met with the BHS team and with administrators from BHS. We listened, we shared 
our perspectives, and we discussed a path forward together. We agreed to postpone tonight’s game, 
and we agreed to play our next game after our restorative process has had a chance to be 
completed; after all, an apology without learning is hollow at best. In addition, we agreed that the 
CVU administration would review our practices and consequences going forward.  
  
Today, it has come to my attention that other players around the state, based on information they’ve 
heard over social media, may plan to forfeit games against CVU girls basketball. Before you make 
this move, I’d ask for your trust and remind you that the review of our policies is my responsibility–
not our players. I ask you to trust that this player has and is experiencing consequences about which 
you don’t know. I ask you to trust that she views the video as the worst mistake of her life–because 
she is learning how much she hurt others, in addition to the consequences of her actions. I ask you 



to seek complexity, curiosity, and information before passing judgment. I also remind you that there 
is joy and learning in sport and that we–as a statewide community–can navigate challenges 
together as opposed to turning our communities against each other. I thank the students and 
administration of BHS for helping me learn. If any member of the girls basketball community would 
like to meet to talk at greater depth, I am happy to host you at CVU or travel to your school. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Adam Bunting 
Principal, Champlain Valley Union High School 
 


