
 

 

September 15, 2017 

The Honorable Charles Peters  
Baltimore City Circuit Court  
100 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202  
 
  
Dear Judge Peters: 

Effective close of business on September 15, 2017, the Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention 
(Office) is terminating the funding for the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) grant award (# 
CJCC-2018-0001).  

In the most recent Fiscal Year 2018 grant application that was submitted to my Office for this funding, the 
CJCC describes its mission to include working with relevant agencies to enhance public safety and 
reduce crime in Baltimore City. The application states that the CJCC facilitates the initiation, coordination, 
implementation, and evaluation of effective practices and procedures with our Office and other members 
of the criminal justice community. The mission also states that the CJCC promotes and encourages 
inter-agency decision making, communication, and the sharing of timely and accurate criminal justice 
information. Given the current level of violent crime in Baltimore City, it is only common sense that the 
CJCC prioritize addressing violent crime. 

As the fiduciary for these funds, my Office has the responsibility to ensure resources are being distributed 
and administered in a fiscally responsible manner to accomplish the goals set forth by Governor Larry 
Hogan. By any measure, the mission of the CJCC is not being carried out, and its goals to reduce violent 
crime are not being met. Continuing to fund the CJCC is simply not a responsible use of taxpayer dollars.  

As Governor Hogan made extremely clear in a meeting held on August 29 with the members of the 
CJCC, strategies and initiatives designed to address the violent crime crisis in Baltimore City should be 
the top priority of the Council. However, in the CJCC meeting held September 13, only seven minutes of 
discussion were initially dedicated to the violent crime reduction/prevention agenda item. In addition, your 



prepared opening statement indicated that meeting the Governor’s directive to fully address violent crime 
was not the objective of the CJCC. 

Even more concerning, the proposal to postpone further action on violent crime until October undermines 
the inherent urgency of the CJCC’s role in developing solutions to this pressing issue. As I stated in 
response to this inexplicable proposed delay, Marylanders’ lives are at stake, and the CJCC has an 
institutional and moral obligation to take action immediately. 

The inability to deliver solutions in support of the Governor’s initiatives forces the termination of the 
CJCC’s grant as stated in General Condition # 35: 

“The performance of work under this award may be terminated by GOCCP in accordance with 
this clause in whole, or in part, whenever GOCCP determines that such termination is in the best 
interest of the State. If the subrecipient fails to fulfill obligations under this award properly and on 
time, or otherwise violates any provisions of the subaward, GOCCP may terminate the award by 
written notice to the subrecipient. The notice shall specify the acts or omissions relied upon as 
cause for termination. All finished or unfinished supplies and services provided by the 
subrecipient shall become GOCCP property. GOCCP will pay all reasonable costs associated 
with this program that the subrecipient has incurred prior to the date of termination, and all 
reasonable costs associated with the termination of the subaward. An accounting of the current 
quarterly and year-to-date expenditures must be provided within 60 calendar days of the 
termination date.”  

Governor Hogan and the administration remain completely committed to supporting Baltimore City’s 
efforts to address the violent crime crisis and will continue to do so through both operational and funding 
initiatives. Therefore, the administration will instead provide this funding to the Mayor’s Office of Criminal 
Justice (MOCJ) - an office we are confident will not seek to evade the responsibility of providing the timely 
and actionable strategies to appropriately respond to this critical issue.  

We will honor the funding commitments for all of the budget line items for the grant award between July 1, 
2017 and September 15, 2017. 

If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact my office at 410-697-9338. 

Sincerely, 

 

V. Glenn Fueston, Jr.  
Executive Director 
Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention  
 


