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My name is Charles Bediako, and I’m asking for a chance to come back to play collegiate basketball. I 
attended Alabama for two years, and left early to pursue my dream of playing in the NBA to support 
myself and my family. At the time the resources available to student athletes were not as prominent as 
they are today which would have influenced my decision to stay in school rather than leave for greater 
financial pursuits.   

 

After my sophomore year, I decided to stay in the 2023 NBA Draft because I believed I had a good shot to 
be selected. I ended up going undrafted and then signed a two-way deal that I thought would give me a 
chance to be converted to a standard NBA contract. This didn’t happen as the two-way deal did not last 
but a month and I sustained a meniscus injury. Since the day I left Alabama, I haven’t played in an NBA 
game, and most of my time has been spent in the G League working to earn an opportunity to play in the 
NBA.  

 

I have played in the G League, with the Spurs’, Nuggets’ and Pistons’ organizations, trying to keep my 
dream alive. I’m thankful for those opportunities, but it hasn’t worked out the way I hoped. Going through 
all of this has made me realize how important it is to keep growing, not just as a player but as a person.  

 

Looking back, if the opportunities that are available for college athletes today would have been available 
in 2023 I would have stayed at Alabama and continued to develop my game and my education without 
the worry of pursuing a financial opportunity. I know I made a choice that I’d like to fix if I’m given the 
chance. I also really want to come back and work on my degree, because I know how important that is for 
my future. 

 

I am grateful for the opportunities that were a orded to me at Alabama and I would appreciate the 
opportunity to have my college eligibility reinstated. Thank you for reading this and for considering my 
request. I really appreciate your time and any chance you can give me to continue my collegiate playing 
eligibility and education. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

 

Charles Bediako 
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