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History of the 
Milwaukee Times Weekly 

Newspaper 
Black Excellence Awards

In 1985, a small group of Milwaukee citizens 
initiated the Black Excellence Awards ceremony.  
With unwavering tenacity and vision, our group 
saw the good deeds of people and wanted to praise 
living unsung heroes and heroines.  Today, their 
vision continues, staunch and steadfast.  “Saluting 
the Best” is what these individuals are all about.

Since inception, the Black Excellence Awards 
have honored nearly 900 individuals who would 
have gone unnoticed for their outstanding 
contributions and their capable leadership.  Still 
today we often hear that they have flourished to 
an even higher level of excellence in their personal 
endeavors and professional careers.

The Black Excellence Awards has been fascinated 
with the desire to comprehend what compels 
African Americans, who have been faced with 
extreme social injustice, unfairness and abuse, 
to rise above these conditions and succeed 
beyond anyone’s expectations.  The lives of past 
honorees have been chronicled in the pages of The 
Milwaukee Times Weekly Newspaper.

One commonality these honorees share is that 
not a single one is a stranger to abuse, injustice, 
mistreatment and stereotyping of their race.  
More importantly, it is abundantly clear from the 
myriad of individuals that have been honored, 
they did not allow events of their past or present 
circumstance in life to affect their achievements.  
They did not allow the earlier cancers of their lives 
to kill their positive motivation, thus robbing them 
of ambition, determination and the perseverance 
to make a difference, not only in their own lives, 
but in the lives of countless others.

The Louvenia Johnson
 Scholarship Fund

The Milwaukee Times Weekly Newspaper 
established the Louvenia Johnson Scholarship 
Fund on February 27, 1988 at the third annual 
Black Excellence Awards program.

The Louvenia Johnson Scholarship Fund is 
named after the late Mrs. Louvenia Johnson, 
one of the three founders of the Christian Times 
Newspaper, which later evolved into what is 
known today as The Milwaukee Times Weekly 
Newspaper.

The Louvenia Johnson Scholarship program 
was originally established in recognition of 
the outstanding contributions Mrs. Johnson 
made during her career in fostering journalism 
excellence in all areas of the community.  A 
sensitive, devoted community leader and an 
astute businesswoman, Mrs. Johnson possessed 
an unshakable belief in literary excellence among 
youth in our community and with the community 
newspaper, specifically, The Milwaukee Times 
Weekly Newspaper.

Originally designed to assist young people 
who desired to train for professional careers in 
print and broadcast journalism, the Fund has 
broadened its scope to assist top students who are 
preparing for diverse career pursuits.  Still, more 
than 50 percent of Louvenia Johnson scholars 
have engaged in communications-based career 
preparation, such as education, public relations, 
law, publishing and journalism.

Since 1988, Mrs. Johnson’s legacy has awarded 
nearly $550,000 to more than 140 Milwaukee area 
students to assist them in their pursuit of a college 
education.
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2017 Keynote Speaker
Genevieve Michel-Bryan is the Vice President and 

Broadcast Director at BLACK ENTERPRISE, a media 
corporation dedicated to providing business, investing, 
and wealth-building resources for African Americans. 
She has executive oversight of content and the produc-
tion of the company’s two television programs: Black 
Enterprise Business Report and Our World with Black 

Enterprise. Along with overseeing correspondents, pro-
ducers, writers and editors, Michel-Bryan is responsible 

for ensuring that the BLACK ENTERPRISE brand of 
excellence is represented through the programs.

“Saluting Milwaukee’s Best”



Some Past Black Excellence 
Awards Honorees

Since 1986, nearly 900 individuals have been 
named Black Excellence Awards honorees.  They 
may come from varied walks of life, but they 
share a singular trait; that is, to contribute their 
best efforts and talents to improve the quality 
of life for all Milwaukeeans. The following is 
just a sampling of past Black Excellence Awards 
honorees:

Bezelee Martin – Founder and chairman, 
Lena’s Food Markets
Mattibelle Woods – Journalist and community 
activist
Dr. James Cameron – Historian and civil  
rights icon
Gwen Jackson – Early childhood education 
advocate
Felmers Chaney – Miwaukee Police captain/
community and civil rights advocate
Dr. Joan Prince – University educator and 
administrator
Lloyd Barbee  – Civil rights attorney
Leon Williamson – Funeral director
Cordelia Taylor – Community-based elder  
care activist
Eugene Kane – Print journalist
J. C. Frazier – Funeral director
George Gary – Banker
Vel Phillips – Political, legal and community 
organizing trailblazer
Dr. Patricia McManus – Health researcher, 
educator and advocate
Arthur Jones – Retired Milwaukee Police Chief
Andre Lee Ellis – Playwright, actor, producer

Rev. LeHavre Buck – Pastor and marriage 
counselor/advocate
Mike Anderson – Broadcast journalist
Annette Polly Williams – Retired state 
legislator
Portia Young – Broadcast journalist
Dr. Irene Goggans – Local historian and 
archivist
Sheila Cochran – Labor leader
John Daniels – Attorney
Reuben Harpole – Community activist, local 
historian and educator
Brother Bob Smith – Educator
Mildred Harpole – Attorney
Dr. Gloria Gilmer – Mathmetician and 
educator
Ray Bufford – Small business owner/grassroots 
men’s health advocate
Drs. Tito and Kevin Izard – Community 
outreach physicians
Eric Von – Broadcast journalist and men’s 
health advocate
Muhibb Dyer and Kwabena Antoine Nixon 
– Anti-violence community organizers and 
spoken word artists
E. B. Garner – Community fishing workshop 
leader
Gloria Miller - Fashion designer                                                         
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Reid, Jr. – Owners of one 
of the largest African American funeral home 
chains in Milwaukee.

Want To Get Involved?  
Here’s How…

The Milwaukee Times Black Excellence Awards 
program has grown in stature and importance 
through the years to become one of Milwaukee’s 
premiere annual community events. We are 
proud to present an event that focuses on what’s 
right with Milwaukee as a whole, and its African 
American community in particular.

A vital ingredient of our ongoing growth and 
success continues to be the generous support 
that we receive from our corporate sponsors.  
Their forward thinking and financial generosity 
has made it possible for the Louvenia Johnson 
Scholarship Fund to assist in the higher 
education and empowerment of Milwaukee’s 
next generation of young leaders.

If you, or your company ,would like to ensure that 
outstanding performance among Milwaukee’s 
African American youth will continue to be 
nurtured and rewarded, we invite you to join us as 
a Black Excellence Awards Partner in Excellence.  
Your contribution represents a smart investment 
in Milwaukee’s future.

For more information, contact:

Milwaukee Times Weekly Newspaper
Black Excellence Awards/

Louvenia Johnson Scholarship Fund
1936 N. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Drive

Milwaukee, WI  53212
Phone:  (414) 263-5088

E-mail: miltimesblackex@gmail.com

Contributions to the fund, a 501 (c)(3) entity, are tax-
deductible. 

Past Black Excellence Awards
 Keynote Speakers

An important aspect of the Black Excellence 
Awards is the selection of the keynote speaker.  
The Black Excellence Awards planning 
committee has strived to focus each Awards 
observance on themes that are both timely and 
timeless, provocative as well as insightful.  Our 
keynote speakers continue to be individuals who 
embody these traits, deliver messages that are 
educational, informative and entertaining; and 
are themselves examples of Black Excellence in 
action.

Following is a sampling of past Black Excellence 
Awards keynote speakers:

Troy Vincent – NFL Executive Vice President 
of Football Operations
Clarence A. Johnson - U.S. Dept of Defense
Dr. Guion Bluford – NASA astronaut
Steve Pemberton – Walgreens executive, author 
and youth welfare advocate
Pierre Thomas – ABC News senior Justice 
Department correspondent
Dr. Mary Frances Berry – U.S. Civil Rights 
Commissioner, law professor and author
Deborah Roberts – Regional vice president, 
McDonald’s Corporation
Starr Jones – Former prosecutor and talk show 
moderator
Leroy Butler – Retired Green Bay Packer/
inventor of the “Lambeau Leap”
Dr. Barbara Ross-Lee – First African American 
female to serve as dean of a medical school/
sister of entertainer Diana Ross
Jamila Hunter – ABC Entertainment Group
Vice President Of Network Comedy
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