
Dear Mayor Cantrell: 

We are in receipt of your letter and appreciate your position but would appreciate the opportunity to 

share our thoughts as well. 

Our city is in crisis. Our citizens are frustrated and upset. On these points we agree. However, we have a 

distinct perspective on the root of this concern. 

The citizens of New Orleans have lost faith in government. For too long there has been a complete lack 

of accountability, transparency, and support for the citizens of our city. 

We are deeply concerned that we have tried to work with an administration that is more concerned 

with being in control and managing access to information and resource; an administration that tells 

department and city employees not to meet with council members or attend public meetings; an 

administration that would rather send letters to council members and talk at them, rather than hear the 

concerns of the districts and citizens they represent. 

There are many former legislators on the City Council, and we were not aware of any of the city 

priorities during this legislative session. Furthermore, we are unaware of what $71.7M in Capital Outlay 

is in ‘jeopardy’, and should you care to share this priority, we are more than willing to assist if it is 

indeed in jeopardy.  

The commentary about the Wi-Fi investment from outside investors is misleading to say the least. 

Beyond the obvious conflicts, lack of transparency of the administration in trying to conceal from the 

public the specifics of this deal, there exists two material problems. The first is, this was a bad deal with 

significant ethical and legal concerns that you continue to ignore and refuse to address. Second, the 

$50M being offered was a financing deal which would have required some form of repayment or profit.  

There are no free lunches. This is especially troubling as the Biden Administration sent us ARPA funds for 

this purpose, which could be utilized to fund this project without saddling rate payers with debt. This 

bad deal was to be financed with payday loans promises so the administration could use ARPA funds to 

artificially prop up the budget. 

As far as the children of New Orleans East, we appreciate the administration’s concern. However, the 

people of New Orleans East are equally as concerned with trash pickup, lights, blight, and lack of 

economic investment over the last four years. 

More importantly, the people of New Orleans East are concerned with CRIME. Throughout your letter to 

the Council about the challenges facing our city, you refuse to acknowledge public safety as a concern. 

This has been a pattern for this administration. You do not acknowledge the actual challenges our 

citizens face, but rather pivot and distract by bullying and rhetoric to issues the administration prefers.  

This administration continues to ignore the actual challenges our citizens face because it does not want 

to have an actual dialogue about solutions. 

The people of New Orleans are sick and tired of being sick and tired. The turnout for these recent 

elections was an all-time low because our citizens are almost resigned to the fact that this city is 

incapable of being fixed and being functional. 



This Council has fought, and will continue to fight, to bring hope to a city that has lost it and restore 

confidence that we have not forgotten the plight of the people who live here. 

In your letter, you express concern for how our efforts to force accountability will affect your ability to 

recruit new residents. With all due respect, our concern is for the people who already live here. 

This Council continues to collaborate with our delegation on reforms to the Sewerage and Water Board 

because the people of this city are tired of being treated like abused piggy banks to fund a state 

subdivision, run by the administration, which is not accountable to the rate payers that fund it. 

The tone-deaf nature of your correspondence, which reads as a litany of grievances perpetuated by the 

Council against you as a person, is as jarring as it is disheartening.  

Accountability is not an attack. 

Mayoral confirmation is about the public having the ability, through the Council, to publicly review and 

interview candidates to run the departments that affect the lives of the people of this city.  

Your administration chose an ethically and financially compromised individual to run the department 

tasked with managing short term rentals. His conflicts were easily found, and he was appointed without 

any effort to address these concerns because there was no confirmation process where these issues 

could have been brought to light. Under his leadership, and your watch, illegal short-term rentals 

exploded, devastating our neighborhoods and communities. We find it disappointing that you’ve never 

apologized to the people of this city for the havoc wreaked by him under your watch. 

In closing, as previously stated, accountability is not an attack. 

If one takes offense for efforts to hold one accountable by asking questions and seeking answers, that 

speaks more to the nature of the offended than those seeking the truth. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Councilmember “JP” Morrell,  

New Orleans City Council, At-Large 

 

 

Councilmember Lesli Harris, 

New Orleans City Council, District B 


