
Governors, ​
​
As many of you have seen, reports emerged Friday that long-standing traditions surrounding the 
National Governors Association’s Winter Meeting are changing. 
 
NGA staff was informed that the White House intends to limit invitations to the annual business 
meeting, scheduled for February 20, to Republican governors only. Because NGA’s mission is to 
represent all 50 states and their governors, the Association is no longer serving as the facilitator 
for that event, and it is no longer included in our official program. At this time, I am not aware of 
a governor who has received an invitation, and it remains unclear whether the President still 
plans to host the meeting. 
 
Additional rumors have circulated in the national media concerning the traditional Saturday 
evening dinner at the White House. Amid these reports, no invitations have yet been issued to 
Governors for the dinner. Alongside Governor Moore, we will continue to seek clarity. Governor 
Moore has been an exceptional Vice Chair, and I am deeply grateful for his partnership and 
leadership during this pivotal year for NGA.  
 
The strength of this Association has never rested on a single annual event. Its strength lies in 
the hundreds of conversations that happen each week among governors, to include the 90 
meetings NGA has facilitated for States with federal agencies during the 2026 Annual Winter 
Meeting. NGA is our vehicle to share ideas, exchange best practices, and govern as leaders of 
50 sovereign states, not as members of competing parties. 
 
We cannot allow one divisive action to achieve its goal of dividing us. The solution is not to 
respond in kind, but to rise above and to remain focused on our shared duty to the people we 
serve. America’s governors have always been models of pragmatic leadership, and that 
example is most important when Washington grows distracted by politics. 
 
I encourage each of you to stay engaged with one another and with NGA’s mission to represent 
all governors equally and to remain a trusted, nonpartisan partner to every administration. I’ve 
appreciated the thoughtful discussions sparked by these developments and look forward to 
continuing them together at our Winter Meeting. As more facts become clear, NGA will continue 
to communicate them promptly and accurately, grounded in our core purpose of serving all 50 
states. 
 
With gratitude for your leadership and friendship, 
Gov. Kevin Stitt 
Chairman 
 


