
 
 

May 25, 2017 

 

Dear Members of Council:  

I transmit the budget for your consideration with changes that reinforce our commitment to ensuring 

that all Cincinnatians in every neighborhood have the opportunity to share in our city’s renewed 

prosperity. 

With this budget, we demonstrate again that we can be fiscally responsible and compassionate at the 

same time.  When passed, this will be our fourth consecutive structurally balanced budget.  City 

Manager Harry Black and his team have gotten our financial house in order as evidenced by the upgrade 

from the rating agencies.  I commend their leadership and am making only modest changes to the 

budget. 

Most of my amendments are to underscore our commitment to reduce poverty, expand opportunity, 

and enhance neighborhoods.  To be a truly great city, we must work to ensure that all Cincinnatians 

have a real chance at building better lives for themselves and their families. This is a budget that reflects 

those ideals.   

We announced my budget at the Villages of Roll Hill because we are announcing a partnership with the 

Boys and Girls Club to build a new facility in that underserved neighborhood.  A neighborhood where 

nearly everyone lives in public housing, more than 65% of residents live in poverty and the median 

household income is $7,300.  There are hundreds of kids that live in or near the Villages and there is no 

recreation center for teenagers nearby. 

As I’ve said many times, we need a hard and a soft approach to safety.  We continue to add police to the 

streets, but we also must invest in our youth and provide mentorship and guidance.  Boys and Girls 

Clubs turn lives around and I believe that one here will help improve the safety and quality of life of this 

neighborhood. 

But my changes to the budget do even more for social justice.  Our investment in human services, which 

has tripled since we took office, continues. My budget restores the $3 million to United Way funded 

agencies, as well as adding back support for the Hand Up Initiative, Violence Prevention Program and 

Cincinnati Union Bethel.   Our anti-poverty efforts are working as we have seen a 5% poverty reduction 

over the past 3 years, so let’s keep the progress going. 

We also add resources to the ongoing public health heroin crisis.  We are working with the Hamilton 

County Heroin Task Force under Denise Driehaus’s leadership, and my budget proposes allocating a 

$200K match to the county grant to help aid in his emergency.   

Our commitment to build strong neighborhoods endures in this budget. Community councils, 

community development corporations and neighborhood business districts are the backbone of our 
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neighborhoods, so my budget continues their funding at current levels.  We are also partnering with the 

Port Authority to extend its reach program to Price Hill, work with Roselawn on the redevelopment of 

the Cincinnati Gardens, working with College Hill and Westwood to preserve important spaces for parks 

and greenspace, providing the last $1 million needed for the Avondale Town Center project, continuing 

progress on the Wasson Way Bike Trail, and working with Walnut Hills on the McMillan corridor.   

As we are cleaning up blight, we also want to make sure that homeowers can work through any issues 

that come up.  That’s why this budget also recommends the establishment of a low-income owner 

occupied assistance program to be funded with $400,000. My office will work with the administration to 

develop a fair process to ensure homeowners who need it receive help to make their homes safe.  

Last but not least, we must continue to advance the pro growth policies that have led to over 7500 new 

jobs that have been added to the city over the past 3 years.  That’s why I am recommending that we 

continue funding for REDI Cincinnati, the Port Authority, CincyTech, Cintrifuse and MORTAR.  I am 

recommending restoration of funding for the African American Chamber and MORTAR because the 

work they do is in lockstep with our efforts to increase minority inclusion and is vital to the growth of 

minority business owners.  

I am also recommending that the parking ticket fine not be increased from $45-60, which I believe is just 

too high for most of our residents.   

All my changes to the budget are attached.  

I am proud of what we have accomplished in this budget. We have done this without layoffs and we 

have done this without cuts to the things that matter most.  Budgets are not simply recitations of what 

we have done but what we intend to do. This budget reflects my values. It shows that fiscal 

responsibility and compassion are not mutually exclusive. It shows that we run a City that serves its 

residents and makes the most of the resources they give us.   

I look forward to working with you to find common ground and pass a budget that we can all be proud 

of.  

Sincerely, 

 

Mayor John Cranley  

 












