
NO.               JEFFERSON CIRCUIT COURT 
DIVISION _____________ 

 
R. FREDERICK COWGILL, III      PLAINTIFF 
6404 Glenwood Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40222 

Electronically filed 

COMPLAINT WITH JURY DEMAND 

v. 
TRINITY HIGH SCHOOL INC.      DEFENDANT(S) 
Serve: Robert J. Mullen, Registered Agent 
4011 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40207 

* * * * * 
 

 Comes the plaintiff, R. Frederick Cowgill, III, by counsel, and for his cause of action 

against the defendant, Trinity High School, Inc., states as follows: 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE  

 1. The plaintiff R. Frederick Cowgill, III (“Cowgill” or “plaintiff”), is a resident of 

Jefferson County, Kentucky and has been residing in Jefferson County, Kentucky at all 

times relevant hereto. 

2. The defendant, Trinity High School, Inc. (“THS” or “defendant”), is a 

Kentucky non-profit corporation which is active and in good standing with the Kentucky 

Secretary of State and is located at 4011 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, Jefferson County, 

Kentucky.  The entity operates a private high school at said address and located on its 

campus is a sports stadium facility (at North Sherrin Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky 40207) 

upon which various sports teams at the school schedule games and have practice. 

 3. All of the relevant facts set forth in this Complaint occurred in Jefferson 

County, Kentucky and this Court is the proper venue in which the matter should be heard. 
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 4. This Complaint seeks damages in excess of the minimum jurisdictional limits 

of this Court and the Jefferson Circuit Court is the proper court to hear and decide the 

issues set forth herein. 

FACTS AND CAUSES OF ACTION  

 5. On or about August 20, 2021, Cowgill went to Marshall Stadium, North 

Sherrin Avenue, St. Matthews, Kentucky 40207 at the Trinity High School campus, to 

cover and report the school’s opening football game.  

 6. Cowgill arrived at Marshall Stadium just as the game began on August 20, 

2021. 

 7. He was admitted to the stadium carrying his video camera without charge or 

showing any credentials. 

 8. Once inside the stadium, Cowgill was admitted into the playing field area, 

which is separated by a fence from the track/walking area that surrounds the field and 

which separates the playing field area from the stadium seats. 

 9. To the plaintiff’s best knowledge and belief, THS did not issue or require 

“credentials” for any person to go onto the playing field area.  The subject game was the 

season opener and it was the first game for new THS head football coach Jay Cobb, who 

was replacing local legend Bob Beatty, who had just retired.  THS knew or should have 

known that interest in the game was significant.   

10. THS’s opponent on the night in question was Carmel High School, which is 

located just outside of Indianapolis, Indiana.  Unlike most local high school teams, THS 

plays a national schedule and its scheduled opponents for the 2021 high school season 

included Carmel; Archbishop Moeller High School, Cincinnati, Ohio; St. Rita High School, 
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Chicago, Illinois; LaSalle High School, Cincinnati, Ohio; St. Xaiver High School, Cincinnati, 

Ohio; and St. Mary’s High School, St. Louis, Missouri.  In addition, THS’ football team 

plays the top local high schools and its 2021 schedule also included Louisville’s Male High 

School, Louisville’s St. Xaiver High School, and Louisville’s Ballard High School, among 

others. 

11. The caliber of play and the athleticism of the players at THS is significantly 

higher than that of most high schools on the local, state and even national levels.  THS 

has won 27 state football championships in Kentucky and plays at the “6A” level (District 

5), which is the highest level in Kentucky’s classification of schools. 

12. THS has also sent numerous football players to Division I colleges and a 

number of players to the professional ranks. 

13. Despite its knowledge of the skills, speed, power and athleticism of its 

players and that of its opponents, THS failed to make its premises safe for the plaintiff for 

the purpose(s) of his visit.   

 14. Cowgill attended the game on behalf of his employer, WLKY (TV), at the 

express or implied invitation of THS, as owner and occupant of Marshall Stadium, on 

business of mutual interest to them both. 

 15. Accordingly, the defendant, THS, owed duties to the plaintiff.  The defendant 

knew, or should have known, that a dangerous condition existed in that the field 

dimensions were not constructed and/or designed to safely accommodate persons such 

as the plaintiff, who were invitees or licensees of THS who are regularly admitted on to the 

playing field areas for purposes of promoting THS football by shooting film and reporting 

game action on local television. 



 4 

16. Moreover, on the night in question, THS’s opponent, Carmel High School, 

had what is believed to be over 100 players and/or coaches dreseed and on the visitor’s 

sideline (inside the fence) where Cowgill was standing recording action when the subject 

incident described herein occurred. 

 17. In addition to the Carmel players and coaching staff, there were (i) other 

reporters; (ii) field officials; (iii) the sideline chain crew; and (iv) other on-lookers, who had 

also gained admission to the sidelines, limiting space outside the inbounds playing surface 

and inside the fence, leaving little, if any, room for a reporter, situated as was Cowgill, to 

escape athletes who were engaged in playing the game as they ran at full speed toward 

the sidelines during the course of play. 

 18. In addition, the defendant, THS, utterly failed to warn the plaintiff that the 

sideline was over-crowded and unsafe for him to enter to be able to shoot film and 

perform the job for which Cowgill was sent. 

19. It also appears that THS took little, if any, precautions to limit the number of 

people who had access to the sidelines.  The plaintiff was freely admitted onto the 

sidelines and is unaware that any other person that he saw on the evening in question, 

was awarded a “field pass” by THS, which would be reasonably necessary to prevent 

overcrowding of the area, a safety precaution that was solely within the discretion and 

judgment of THS. 

20. Once it was reasonably certain that the player’s area inside the fence was 

too small to safely accommodate the large number of people located on the sidelines, 

THS failed to discover or remediate the dangerous condition that its sideline policy and 

procedure permitted in the very limited space located inside the fence. 
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 21. As a direct and proximate result of the defendant’s breach of its duties and 

failure to exercise and perform its duties owed to the plaintiff, Cowgill was injured when 

numerous football players, during the course of a particular play on the goal-line where 

Cowgill was standing, ran to the sidelines and directly into Cowgill and collided with him as 

he was filming the action.   

22. The plaintiff suffered immediate pain.  He was attended to and received 

emergency care from staff on site at the place of the accident, including reduction of his 

dislocated patella.  Cowgill was transported from the field by emergency medical 

personnel, or by THS or other staff members present.  The plaintiff sought medical 

treatment directly afterwards.   

23. Shortly thereafter, Cowgill’s physicians determined that Cowgill had suffered 

a complex, multi-ligamentous injury to his left knee as a result of the incident.  His care 

and treatment still continues to this date.  

24. Cowgill has suffered, and continues to suffer physical and mental pain and 

suffering from the subject incident and his injuries.  He has incurred medical bills for 

treatment of his injuries in the past and present and anticipates he will incur additional 

medical expenses in future.  He has lost wages.  He has endured extreme pain and 

suffering in the past as well as the present, and he will continue to endure pain and 

suffering in the future as he attempts to recover from his injuries.  He has also lost 

functional ability to his leg and body as a whole, impairing his ability to earn money now 

and in the future.  The total of the plaintiff’s damages are in excess of the minimum 

jurisdictional requirements of this Court.   
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 WHEREFORE, the plaintiff, R. Frederick Cowgill, III, demands as follows: 

1) Judgment against the defendant, Trinity High School, Inc., in an amount in 

excess of the minimum jurisdictional limits of this Court for all damages he has suffered; 

 2) For trial by jury;  

 3) For his court costs herein expended; and 

 4) For any and all other relief to which he may appear entitled. 

      _/s/ J. Gregory Joyner_____________________ 
J. GREGORY JOYNER, PLLC 
JOYNER LAW OFFICES 
2300 Hurstbourne Village DR, Suite 700 
Louisville, Kentucky 40299 
(502) 491-7551; fax: (502) 491-7558 
greg@joynerlawoffices.com  
faline@joynerlawoffices.com 

      COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF 
 


