
 
 
 
Speaker Packard          August 18, 2021 
Office of the Speaker 
State House 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
 
Dear Speaker Packard, 
 
With the Summer break coming to an end this Friday, August 20, committees will resume meeting in-person next 
week to work on Retained Bills.  Unfortunately, this resumption of legislative activity will come as COVID-19 cases 
rise to concerning levels in New Hampshire.   
 
Due in large part to the Delta variant, which is highly contagious, average daily cases have risen more than 600% in 
NH in the past month and all ten counties now have “substantial” or “high” levels of community transmission.  At 
his weekly briefing last Thursday, Governor Sununu said, “the fall [Covid] surge could be as bad as anything we’ve 
seen.” 
 
Requiring all legislators to attend Retained Bill work sessions and executive sessions in-person would place significant 
risk on those who are immunocompromised. The CDC now recommends universal mask wearing in public indoor 
places in areas of substantial or high transmission (all of New Hampshire), and an additional dose of COVID-19 
vaccine for people with moderately to severely compromised immune systems.  There is currently no mask policy 
within the State House complex and no established process for the eligible population to receive the recommended 
additional vaccine dose. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act provides a formal process for members to request accommodation for remote 
participation in committee work.  Permitting members with valid ADA requests to participate remotely through the 
hybrid committee process will allow immunocompromised legislators to serve their constituents without the risk of 
contracting a deadly virus.  The quorum requirement in House Rules 105 and 106 does not limit your ability to allow 
for remote participation.  As long as a committee majority is present in-person, allowing individuals to participate 
remotely is permissible under House Rules.  Accordingly, we respectfully ask that you utilize the hybrid committee 
structure and permit members with valid ADA requests to participate remotely for work on Retained Bills. 
 
As you know, many legislators have immunocompromised family members and/or children under 12 who cannot be 
vaccinated.  These members may not have qualifying disabilities themselves but have valid concerns about exposing 
themselves and family members with heightened vulnerability.  As the CDC now recommends universal indoor 
masking in public places with community transmission at New Hampshire’s current levels, we urge you to require face 
coverings for in-person attendance at committee meetings.   
 
The COVID-19 surge that New Hampshire is currently experiencing shows that we cannot safely conduct committee 
work in the way envisioned a month or two months ago.  Providing a safe way for all legislators to deliberate and vote 
on legislation is the only way to assure that constituents across the state will continue to be represented.  Please allow 
us to continue working safely by implementing a face covering policy using the technology available to us. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
/s/ Representative Renny Cushing    /s/ Representative David E. Cote 
Representative Renny Cushing     Representative David E. Cote 
House Democratic Leader     Deputy House Democratic Leader 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s0813-additional-mRNA-mrna-dose.html

