
 

May 5, 2020 
 

Robert Gleason 
Chief Procurement Officer 
Department of General Services 

Office of State Procurement 
45 Calvert Street, 2nd Floor 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
 

Dear Mr. Gleason,  
 

I am writing regarding the recent announcement that the State of Maryland is canceling its $12.5 
million contract with Blue Flame Medical for failure to deliver necessary PPE and ventilators to 
Maryland in an effort to combat the COVID-19 epidemic.  All appearances indicate that this 

contract should have never been signed, and that the State’s procurement functions failed to 
properly vet this firm, or its promised capacities to deliver the contracted materials. 

 
In the course of an emergency such as the COVID-19 pandemic, it is imperative to move 
quickly, and even circumvent some normal processes for the sake of expedience.  However, it is 

the role of your department to make sure that even under these emergency circumstances, the 
preservation of Maryland taxpayer dollars and the integrity of the procurement process must be 

maintained. 
 
When I undertook to reform the procurement process in 2017 and created the roll of the Chief 

Procurement Officer (CPO) through legislation, it was with the understanding that our state 
system of procurement needed more transparency, oversight, and streamlining.  It was 

specifically designed to avoid these kinds of situations and to create ultimate responsibility for 
the integrity of the system with a CPO.  It seems that in this case, that effort failed. 
 

By all accounts, Blue Flame Medical is a company that was only created in March 2020 (less 
than two months ago) by two Republican political operatives with no prior experience in 

sourcing, procuring, or creating a supply chain for any goods whatsoever, much less critical 
medical equipment that other, more experienced companies have had difficulty sourcing for 
months.  This company has no history of this kind of work, and yet, was awarded a no-bid 

contract with 50% of their contracted $12.5 million paid upfront.  
 



I am glad to see that this contract is being cancelled.  However, I have questions that must be 
addressed.   

 
1. Have you undertaken action to retrieve the $6.3 million already paid to Blue Flame 

Medical, and are you preparing to work with the Attorney General’s office to take legal 
action if Blue Flame Medical refuses? 

2. Can you please explain to me how this failure occurred? 

3. What actions are you taking to reform the regulatory and administrative process to ensure 
that this kind of oversight never happens again? 

 
I know that we are in difficult times, and difficult decisions are warranted, but I hope that you 
and I can agree that there is never a reason to short circuit a fair and transparent procurement 

process regardless of the circumstances. 
 

Sincerely,  

 
 
Delegate Kirill Reznik 

 
 

 
 
 

 


