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Thank you.  My name is Erica Suter, S-U-T-E-R, and I am an Assistant Public Defender 

and Director of the Innocence Project Clinic at the University of Baltimore School of Law.  I 

represent Adnan Syed. 

Today, my friend and client Adnan Syed walks free for the first time in 23 years.  In 

1999, Adnan was a 17 year old senior at Woodlawn High School.  He had been accepted into 

college and planned on majoring in pre-med. Those dreams were ended when Adnan was 

accused of the brutal murder of his friend and classmate, Hae Min Lee. 

 Twenty-three years later, we now know what Adnan and his loved ones have always 

known, that Adnan’s trial was profoundly and outrageously unfair.  Evidence was hidden from 

him, evidence that pointed to other people as the killers.  This hidden evidence established that 

other people had threatened Hae’s life, had hidden her car in places known to them.  Under the 

law, prosecutors should have disclosed this evidence to Adnan so that he could defend himself – 

but they did not. 

 If that evidence had been disclosed, perhaps Adnan would not have missed his high 

school graduation.  Or his pre-med plans.  Or twenty-three years of birthdays, holidays, family 

gatherings, community events, everyday moments of joy.  And, I want to add, perhaps the real 

killers would have been brought to justice. 

 Today, Adnan Syed is 41 years old.  He is a thoughtful, devout, compassionate man who 

is grateful that he can start rebuilding his free life.  And I am grateful too: to the Court and to the 
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State’s Attorney’s Office, for doing the right thing today.  I also want to thank Adnan’s many, 

many supporters, including Rabia Chaudry, Amy Berg, and the countless people across the 

country who heard his story and believed in him.  Your faith and friendship has meant 

everything to Adnan, and to me. 

 When prosecutors do not do their duty, when they do not disclose evidence as they’re 

supposed to, the result can be that innocent people, like Adnan, lose decades of their lives for 

crimes they did not commit.   Equally tragic, the family of the victim in this case, Hae Min Lee, 

recently had to learn that justice, in fact, has not yet been done for their daughter.  To Hae’s 

family: you have endured the unimaginable and you have my deepest sympathy. 

 I have practiced law in Maryland for 15 years, defending people charged with serious 

crimes.  I and my colleagues at the Office of the Public Defender and the Innocence Network 

have devoted our lives to ensuring that our clients are given a fair shot, what Adnan should have 

had in 1999.  To date, more than three thousand innocent people have been exonerated across the 

country.  In 44% of those cases, evidence of innocence was not disclosed at trial – just like in 

Adnan’s case.  Let me say that again: in nearly half of all exonerations nationwide, the state 

failed to disclose evidence of innocence.  In Baltimore, 80% of the exonerations on record 

involved withheld evidence.  Adnan is one of many. 

 Today, the evidence in Adnan’s case has finally led to his freedom.  As you can imagine, 

it’s an emotional day for him and his family.  He will not be making a statement at this time, and 

he asks all of you for privacy so that he can start to heal.  Thank you again to everyone who has 

believed in Adnan.   
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