
 
 

FDACS Legislative Objectives  
Chapter 616.242 F.S. 

 

• Signage: Increase requirements for Patron Qualifications. Current law only 
mandates signage required by the manufacturer. Changes would mandate the 
posting of all patron requirements, warnings, and/or exclusions included in the 
ride manual. If there are no rider qualifications, changes would require an 
explicit statement to that effect. 
 

• Annual Affidavit: Further clarify the requirements of the annual affidavit and 
the scope of work that must be performed by the affiant. Clarify when and how 
visual Nondestructive Testing (NDT) can be used, require that the affiant list all 
required NDT and the frequency, in addition to the last time performed, require 
conformance with all manufacturer bulletins, and attestation that all components 
are within the manufacturer’s settings and within the service life. 

 

• Major Modifications: Update definition to include modification of safety 
settings. 
 

• Training: Add department authority to adopt rules for employee training. We 
will create by rule a minimum standard for operator training, retraining, and 
training program documentation. 

 

• Maintenance: Clarify department authority and increase reporting 
requirements for the documentation of maintenance and the required reporting 
of any changes made to safety systems and restraints. 
 

• Ride Commissioning and Certification (RCC): Add authority to require all 
amusement devices to undergo RCC as part of the permitting requirements. This 
will provide a certification that the ride was manufactured, assembled, tested, 
and put into service following all manufacturer specifications. Exclusions will be 
provided for kiddie rides and service proven rides. 
 

• Restraints and Safety Systems: This will add a requirement that the operator 
must provide the department with location and other data from the manufacturer 
on all tolerances, settings, and specifications related to patron restraints and 
safety systems. 



 

• Accident Notifications: Increase the required accident reporting for 
amusement rides. Currently, owners are required to notify the department if a 
patron receives injuries that require the patron to be transported to a hospital. 
We would like to change this requirement to include any patron that requires 
emergency services regardless of how they are transported or what type of facility 
they go to for emergency treatment. 
 

• Amusement Ride Monitoring Program: We would like to request new 
positions with the sole mission of inspecting permanent ride facilities and 
travelling shows/fairs to monitor safe operations and verify training of on-site 
staff during operations. One of the many challenges in this program is that most 
accidents include some component involving poorly trained operators and/or 
operators not following proper procedures. Safety monitors will perform 
unannounced visits to observe operations and ensure operations are being 
conducted following proper procedures, verify proper training of on-duty 
employees, and observe the ride in operation to detect unsafe ride conditions that 
may have occurred following the last inspection. If unsafe conditions are found, 
the inspector will immediately remove the ride from service to ensure patron 
safety and follow-up with appropriate administrative actions.  
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