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December 15, 2016 
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Madame Mayor, 

MEMBER: 
BUDGET AND 

APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMIT-FEE 

JUDICIARY AND LEGLISLATIVE 
INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 

I write this letter as Chairman of the Baltimore City Council's Public Safety Committee on behalf of my 
colleagues on the City Council to voice my opinion on the importance of having a signed consent decree for the 
Baltimore Police Department and City of Baltimore before President Elect Trump takes office. As you know, the 
pending consent decree with the Department of Justice has been one of the most critical items currently facing 
the City of Baltimore for quite some time. However, the importance of reaching an agreement has become 
extremely time sensitive in recent weeks. President-Elect Trump's appointment of Senator Jefferson Sessions 
threatens to end any hope for true reform through the consent decree. Senator Sessions has a long dark history of 
racism and sexism that many believe should disqualify him from becoming Attorney General as it did when he 
was denied the opportunity to become a judge. However, despite these facts it is clear that he will take the reins 
of the Department of Justice from once Mr. Trump takes office. 

Baltimore was unified in asking for a Department of Justice investigation and remains unified in demanding 
reform mandates by way of consent decree. In addition, we agree that there is a clear and critical need for major 
police reform not only in Baltimore but across the country. However, it would be irresponsible for us to not reach 
any agreement before the end of Attorney General Loretta Lynch's tenure as Attorney General because of 
differing opinions around what the most important areas police of reform are. 

In October 2016, the City Council of Baltimore unanimously passed a resolution detailing what we thought the 
priorities of the consent decree should be. Those priorities have not changed and are the core issues that need to 
be addressed in order to have a better Baltimore Police Department. Those priority areas are training and policy 
reform, increased departmental transparency, civilian oversight, community policing along with technology and 
officer support investments. Being unable to have an agreement focused on these topics could prove to be 
devastating to police reform efforts in Baltimore. The need for these changes has always existed but, they 
became crystal clear following the unrest in 2015. Our citizens are demanding it of us and it is our duty to deliver 
it to them. By way of this letter I am asking that you do all in your power to ensure that there is a responsible 
Department of Justice consent decree in place before the new presidential administration takes office. I truly 
believe that it is your intention to achieve this goal and I offer our support in any way that I can. Moreover, I am 
requesting a meeting with you and the members of the Public Safety Committee to discuss this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Brandon M. Scott, District 2 
Chair, Public Safety Committee 

Cc: 	Council President Bernard C. "Jack" Young 
Commissioner Kevin Davis, Baltimore Police Department 
Angela Gibson, Legislative Liaison, Office of the Mayor 


