
August 2, 2018 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Ms. Deborah H. Bacon Nelson, Chair 
Hanover Town Democrats 
21 Forest Edge Drive 
Hanover, NH 03755 

Dear Ms. Bacon Nelson: 

Thank you for your recent letter dated July 27, 2018. 

During my tenure as Secretary of State, I have given numerous presentations, including 
question and answer sessions, to a wide range of groups about any issue related to the Office of 
Secretary of State. I would be happy to do the same for the Hanover Democratic Committee and 
address the specific issues you have raised in your letter. Discussions with the other groups have 
included why New Hampshire is the easiest state in the country to register and vote, why our 
voter turnout in New Hampshire elections is consistently ranked among the highest in the 
country, and the significant steps over the years to secure our optical scan ballot counting devices 
and protect the information in our statewide centralized voter database. I believe you would be 
surprised to hear how we use technology throughout the office in all of our divisions, not just. 
elections. 

The election for constitutional officers is decided by members of the House of 
Representatives and Senate in Joint Convention, not by the general public. In fact a person 
cannot receive votes for the office unless a nomination and second has been made by members of 
the General Court. With every State Senate seat and nearly every House seat being contested this 
year, we will not know who the actual voting participants in the election for Secretary of State 
will be until after the state General Election. 

In fact, we do not know at this point who those legislators elected in November will 
nominate for the constitutional office of Secretary of State. It is not unusual for individuals 
seeking the office to emerge after the General Election is held, and contrary to the opening 
sentence in your letter, there have been several individuals seeking the constitutional position 
over the past 40 years who would not appreciate hearing that they did not seriously contest the 
office. 
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Also, your proposed format is not conducive to a "thoughtful conversation" as mentioned 
in your letter. The responsibilities related to the office are far too important and detailed to 
discuss and debate without sufficient time. 

Conducting elections is the most important function of the office under the state 
constitution, and my highest priority is conducting the upcoming mid-term elections with the 

·same high standards and integrity that granite staters expect and are accustomed to. That 
responsibility for this election cycle includes: dozens of training sessions for election officials 
with 17 to be held around the state between now and the Primary Election on September 11th. 
Additional responsibilities include: the design and proofing of over 9,000 unique ballots used to 
accommodate all voters and polling locations; preparation and delivery of approximately 1.5 
million absentee and official ballots for the state Primary and General Elections; conducting 
recounts for both elections; and certifying the results. New Hampshire Secretaries of State have 
done this by operating a non-partisan office as long as ariyone can remember without creating 
political action committees or engaging in fundraising, and I have preserved that tradition. 

Having an event of the kind you suggest would be inappropriate and a significant 
distraction in the midst of conducting free and fair elections. For these reasons, I would be happy 
to make myself available to give a presentation on issues related to the office in the same manner 
I have done for many other groups over the years. 

Sincerely, 

William M. Gardner 
Secretary of State 


