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DISCUSSION: 
 
The purpose of this Order is to establish guidelines for supervision, operation and circumstances 
for the use of the PBSO Canine Teams.  The PBSO Canine Teams are valuable law enforcement 
aids for use in criminal apprehension. Additionally, canine teams are valuable assets for evidence 
detection in the areas of narcotics, explosives, currency, firearms, and human remains. Canine 
teams can be used for crowd control, search and rescue, and for promoting favorable public 
relations.  These procedures are to ensure the effective use of Canine Teams.  This Order applies 
to all employees. 
 
DEFINITIONS: 

CANINE – A specially trained dog, procured to execute a number of specific tasks, which make 
use of canine attributes such as speed, agility and sense of smell, for law enforcement purposes. 
 
CANINE DEPUTY – A deputy specially trained in the care, handling and training of a dog for 
law enforcement use. 
 
CANINE TEAM – A canine deputy and his assigned PBSO canine. 
 
CANINE TRAINING STAFF – Sergeants, corporals and designees assigned the Canine Unit and 
responsible for training of Canine Teams 
 
CANINE UNIT OPERATIONS/ADMINISTRATIVE/SECTION LIEUTENANT – A deputy 
with the rank of lieutenant qualified in canine law enforcement operations through specialized 
training.  The lieutenant oversees the administrative operations of the unit including the day-to-
day operations. 

CANINE UNIT OPERATIONS/TRAINING/SERGEANT – Deputies with the rank of sergeant 
and qualified in canine law enforcement through specialized training and experience in the area of 
training canine teams for detection of suspects, narcotics, explosives, evidence, and other canine 
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responsibilities.  Canine Sergeants also possesses experience in Patrol Operations supervision and 
administrative duties. 
 
CANINE UNIT TRAINER/CORPORALS – A deputy with corporal designation and qualified in 
canine law enforcement through specialized training and experience in training Canine Teams for 
detection of suspects, narcotics, explosives and evidence. 
 
SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM - A deputy specially trained in the care, handling, and the 
training of a trailing dog for law enforcement use.  These canines are scent specific trailing dogs 
that can be utilized to work long time delays and in contaminated areas. 

PROCEDURES: 
 
I. OPERATIONS/ADMINISTRATIVE/SECTION LIEUTENANT 
 

A. The lieutenant is responsible for: 
 

1. Scheduling of canines to ensure proper road patrol and special assignment 
coverage. 

 
2. All administrative paperwork to include, but not be limited to: 

a. Requests for compensatory time, annual leave, sick leave, and 
overtime. 

b. Review of all paperwork and reports canine usage reports. 
c. Continually monitor and evaluate employees assigned to the Canine 

Unit. 
d. Review and assist with quarterly report of bite to apprehension ratios 

of each team. 
e. Prepares, submits, and administers unit’s annual budget. 
 

B. The lieutenant may appoint a sergeant to perform limited administrative duties in 
his absence. 

 
II. OPERATIONS/TRAINING SERGEANT 
 

A. The Canine Unit Operations/Training Sergeant(s) will be responsible for: 
 

1. Road supervision, deployment and discipline of Canine Teams when on 
duty and available. 

 
2. Administrative paperwork to include, but not be limited to: 
 
3. Inspect monthly subordinates’ vehicles and equipment and submit the 

report to the lieutenant or designee. 
 
4. Review and assist with quarterly report of bite to apprehension ratios of 
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each team. 
 
5. Training and maintenance of Canine Teams utilizing canine training 

schools when needed, as well as a regularly scheduled in-service training 
agenda. 

 
6. Maintaining current and accurate training records for Canine Teams, 

including all specialty skills. 
 

B. The Operations/Training Sergeants will be responsible, at the direction of the 
lieutenant with the approval of the Sheriff, for the acquisition of additional and/or 
replacement dogs for the Canine Unit as the need arises.   

 
1. The Operations/Training Sergeants and Canine Training Staff will evaluate 

existing canines as to their work life and on the job performance.   
 

2. These evaluations will include the canine’s complete health records as 
documented by the PBSO designated veterinarian.  

 
3. The outcome of these evaluations will determine when a canine is 

recommended for retirement from the Canine Team.   
 

4. When a canine’s evaluation indicates retirement, it will be brought to the 
lieutenant for review.   

 
5. If the lieutenant concurs with the recommendation for retirement, a memo 

with such final determination and recommendation will be forwarded, 
through the chain-of-command to the Department of Legal Affairs and then 
to the Sheriff. 

 
C. Road supervision, deployment and discipline of teams. 

 
D. Review canine usage and Blue Team Use of Force reports. 

 
E. Maintains activity records of the Canine Unit to include the  quarterly report of bite 

to apprehension ratios for each Canine Team.  This report will be approved by the 
Canine Section lieutenant and sent via the chain-of-command for review. 

 
F. Canine Sergeants will be on call as needed and approved by Canine Section 

Lieutenant. 
 

1. The on-call Canine Sergeant will be notified pertaining to any of the 
following matters: 
a. Canine Call Outs 
b. Bite Notification 
c. Canine Motor Vehicle Accidents 
d. Injuries to canines, handlers and/or other officers due to the canine 
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2. In the absence of an on-duty Canine Unit supervisor and when assigned to 

a specific detail, canine teams will operate under the supervision of a 
District supervisor of the area to which they are deployed.  When assigned 
to special details or functions, Canine Teams will be under the direction of 
the supervisor in charge of the special detail. 

 
III. TRAINER/CORPORAL 
 

A. All PBSO Canine Unit Trainers recommended by the training staff and approved 
by the Section Lieutenant will be classified as Unit Training Officers (UTOs) and 
will be responsible assisting in: 

 
1. Training of all Patrol Dog Academies; 

 
2. Training of all Detector Dog Academies, to include but not limited to: 

Narcotics, Explosives, Currency, Firearms, and Cadaver. 
 
3. Training of all SWAT Canine Teams; 

 
4. Weekly proficiency training of Patrol Canine Teams; 

 
5. Bi-weekly proficiency training of Detector Canine Teams, (to include but 

not limited to Narcotics, Explosives, Currency, Firearms, and Cadaver); 
 

6. Weekly proficiency training of municipality Canine Teams; 
 

7. Coordinating annual certifications for patrol and detector Canine Teams; 
 

8. Review all training records for patrol and detector Canine Teams; 
 
B. In the absence of a Canine Training Sergeant, the Canine Teams will operate under 

the supervision of the Trainer/Corporal at training exercises, certification, and all 
other canine related issues. 

 
IV. CANINE HANDLER REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. The Canine Handler understands and must be willing to devote the necessary time 
needed to care for, feed and maintain his assigned PBSO canine. 

 
B. The Canine Handler understands that he will be compensated for the hours devoted 

to the care, feeding and maintenance of his assigned PBSO canine at the rate 
established by the Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

 
C. The PBSO will provide the following services for the care and maintenance of the 

PBSO canine, funded through the Canine Unit budget: 
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1. Dog food; 
2. All veterinarian bills and prescribed canine medications; 
3. All canine shampoo, flea spray and dip; 
4. Flea and other pest extermination for the interior of the handler’s home. 

 
D. The Canine Handler applicant must understand and agree to remain in the Canine 

Unit for a minimum of three years after initial placement in the Unit. Current 
Canine Handlers that are issued a new canine must agree to remain in the Unit for 
a minimum of three years.  

 
V. LAW ENFORCEMENT CANINE USE 
 

A. Locating Criminal Suspects 
 

1. Ground scent trailing can be performed in an attempt to locate criminal 
suspects when it is believed that the suspect has recently left the scene and 
is contained within a specific area. 

 
2. Area or building searches can be performed when it is believed that a 

suspect is contained within a perimeter.  An area search will be conducted 
if a starting point for a trail cannot be located. 

 
3. Except in unusual circumstances, prior to any area or building search where 

a suspect may be located, there will be two standard canine announcements 
made before deployment.   
a. The announcement will consist of: “This is the Palm Beach County 

Sheriff’s Office Canine Unit.  I am giving you the opportunity to 
surrender yourself before I release a police dog, which  may bite 
you.  Identify yourself now.”   

b. A reasonable opportunity will be given to the suspect to physically 
or verbally surrender after each announcement and prior to the 
deployment of the canine.   

c. When searching multi-level or multi-area buildings, additional 
announcements will be made on each floor or each new area as the 
search progresses. 

 
4. Off Lead searches may be conducted when the handler reasonably believes 

that the suspect presents a threat of harm to the handler, other officers, or 
civilians and the handler reasonably believes that the risk of physical harm 
to the suspect is outweighed by the risk of harm to civilians, other officers 
or the handler. 

 
5. In all situations, when the canine is on the bite, the canine will be removed 

from the bite as soon as the handler believes it is safe to do so. 
 

B. The canine can be used to locate lost or missing persons by conducting a trailing 
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exercise when a starting point is known. 
 

1. If a trail cannot be located, an area search will be conducted.   
 
2. In either event, the canine will be worked on lead, unless the circumstances 

presented dictate otherwise. 
   
3. A search and rescue canine will be utilized to locate non-criminal suspects 

absent exigent circumstances. 
 

C. When a canine is requested for an immigrant landing response, absent exigent 
circumstances or criminal charges per Florida Statutes, a search and rescue canine 
should be utilized.  

 
D. Narcotics, currency, firearms, and explosives searches can be conducted using 

canines specially trained to detect and react to the odor of that particular evidence. 
 
E. Crowd control capabilities of canine teams to clear and protect large areas will not 

be utilized without authorization of a Watch Commander or higher authority. 
 

F. PBSO canines can provide vehicle and building security when there are unusual 
needs. 

 
G. Provide assistance to Corrections as needed for facility searches. 

 
VI. OPERATION PROCEDURES 
 

A. Deployment and Use 
 

1. The goal in deploying canines is to provide effective and efficient service 
to the citizens of Palm Beach County.  Areas of canine coverage will be 
assigned accordingly.  Canine Teams will remain in their assigned areas, 
unless otherwise directed by a supervisor, or circumstances of an 
emergency nature arise. 

 
2. On-duty PBSO Canine Teams will respond to crimes in progress within 

their assigned patrol area without specific dispatch, and will assist patrol 
units in potentially violent situations. 

 
3. Once the Canine Team is deployed, tactical use and application of the 

Canine Teams will be at the discretion of individual Canine Handler, who 
will rely on his judgment, training, and experience. 

 
4. All Canine Handlers, regardless of their specialty, will document any 

deployment on a Canine Usage Report.  This report will be submitted prior 
to the end of their shift or as soon as feasible with the permission of a Canine 
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Supervisor. 
 
5. Requests from outside agencies, which are not of an emergency nature, will 

be forwarded to the Canine Lieutenant for consideration.  Emergency 
request will be approved or disapproved by the Watch Commander. 

 
B. Responsibilities of PBSO Deputies and Supervisors 

 
1. Use of canines for apprehension will be classified as an application of Use 

of Force; therefore, the handler will use good judgment when the possibility 
exists that an injury will be sustained by the suspect. 

 
2. It will be the responsibility of the first deputy arriving at an incident scene 

to evaluate existing hazards, opportunity for immediate on-scene 
apprehension of criminals and relative need for immediate use of a Canine 
Team. 

 
3. Patrol supervisors or their designee will establish a perimeter on in-progress 

calls while the deputies are en route to the incident.  Upon arrival, the 
supervisor or designee will evaluate, request Aviation for Canine Team 
support and security, and assist with maintaining and adjusting the 
perimeter. 

 
4. The first deputy to arrive at an incident scene will prevent contamination of 

air or ground scent unless precluded by need for medical assistance, 
immediate apprehension or other essential factors. 

 
5. Upon arrival, the Canine Handler will evaluate the facts concerning the 

incident and determine the type of crime before utilizing the canine. 
 

6. Based upon the information gathered, the Canine Handler will then organize 
the resources necessary for deployment. 

 
7. Tactical use and deployment of the Canine Team will be at the discretion of 

the individual Canine Handler and or a Canine Supervisor (except for crowd 
control which must be authorized by the Watch Commander). 

 
8. Whenever a law enforcement canine apprehends and bites any person, the 

following procedures will be followed: 
a. The Canine Handler will ensure that proper medical attention be 

administered to anyone injured by the canine. 
b. All injuries will be examined by the Canine Handler, who will 

ensure a supervisor has been notified for proper documentation of 
the Use of Force.  
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c. All injuries sustained by any persons which result in laceration, 
avulsion, or hemorrhage, will be examined and attended by a 
physician at a medical facility. 

d. A Canine Sergeant or designee will notify the following PBSO 
members whenever a serious canine related incident occurs: 
1) Canine Section Lieutenant 
2) Legal Affairs  

e. The Canine Handler will, after notifying his sergeant, carefully 
document all injuries by completing either a PBSO Offense Report, 
Supplemental Offense Report, or Canine Usage Report (PBSO 
Form # 003C) as dictated by the incident.  All reports will be 
forwarded through the chain-of-command to the Canine Section 
Lieutenant for review. 

f. A Watch Commander or the Canine Section Lieutenant will 
complete a Blue Team Use of Force and forward it through the 
chain-of-command. 

g. The Canine Section will keep all health and vaccination reports for 
all PBSO canines. 

 
9. Housing of Canines at the Canine Facility: 

 
a. Any Canine Handler on leave out of the county will house his canine 

at the Canine Facility.   
1) The Canine Handler will complete a Canine Care form 

(PBSO Form #0572) at the facility and send an email to the 
canine distribution list detailing any special instructions and 
the period of time the canine will require care.   

2) If the Canine Handler wishes to take the canine on a trip out 
of the county, such request will be approved in writing by 
the Canine Section Lieutenant for approval. 

b. On-duty Canine Handlers will be responsible for the care of any 
canine being housed at the facility and will give such care on a 
routine basis to ensure the canine receives adequate food, water, and 
exercise. 

c. Only current canines that have an active asset or canines awaiting 
medical clearance will be housed at the Canine Facility.  Exceptions 
to this order require the authorization of the Canine Section 
Lieutenant. 

d. Canine Handlers that wish to leave their canine at home with 
adequate supervision and care while on leave out of the county can 
request authorization in writing via the chain of command to the 
Canine Section Lieutenant. 

 
C. Training 
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1. Completion of a minimum of 480 hours of basic patrol/police dog training 
will be required or the approval from the Canine Training Staff and review 
by the Canine Section Lieutenant before Canine Teams are deployed for 
official law enforcement use.   
a. This school will comply with accepted police canine standard 

requirements.   
b. Syllabus will be supplied and approved by Canine Section 

Lieutenant prior to start of each class.   
c. The canine academy will be conducted in a paramilitary style and 

the handler will have to perform vigorous and physical tasks 
throughout the academy. 

 
2. Total control, dual personality and proficiency in obedience, agility, search, 

apprehension and training will be demonstrated prior to official assignment 
and use of Canine Teams. 

 
3. Completion of a minimum of 320 hours of basic detector dog training will 

be required before Canine Teams are deployed for official law enforcement 
use. 

 
4. Each Canine Team will complete an annual certification evaluation in their 

specific field of training, i.e. patrol, tracking, narcotics, currency, firearms, 
or explosives. 

 
5. It will be the individual Canine Handler’s responsibility to conduct canine 

training sessions on a weekly basis to maintain canine proficiency.  The 
Canine Handler will document the training session on a training form, 
which will be sent to a Canine Unit Trainer no later than the end of their 
next duty shift unless otherwise authorized by a Canine Supervisor. 

 
D. Narcotic/Explosive/Currency Training Aids 

 
1. The Training Staff will be issued new narcotic training aids no less than 

once per year.   
a. Upon receipt of new odors, each odor will be weighed and 

presumptive testing will be completed.  
b. The weights will be recorded in a log which is to be kept at the 

Canine Training Facility.   
c. The narcotic training aids will be stored separately from the different 

odors and locked in a safe. Only the Canine Sergeants and Training 
Staff will have access to the safe. 

 
2. The Training Staff will regularly monitor and inspect the explosive training 

aids and replace as needed.  
a. Upon receipt of new odors, each odor will be weighed.  
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b. The weights will be recorded in a log which is to be kept at the 
Canine Training Facility.  

c. The explosive training aids will be stored separately from the 
different odors and locked in an ATF approved storage magazine. 
Only the Canine Sergeants and Training Staff will have access to the 
magazine. 

 
3. The Training Staff will be issued new currency training aids no less than 

once per year.   
a. Upon receipt of new currency, a count will be completed, with no 

less than two trainers present.  
b. The total will be recorded in a log kept at the Canine Training 

Facility.  
c. The currency training aids will be stored separately from the 

different odors and locked in a safe. Only the Canine Sergeants and 
Training Staff will have access to the safe. 

 
4. Narcotic, explosive, firearms, and currency aids to be checked out for 

training will be signed out a trainer and will be documented into a digital 
log with the date of when the training aids were removed and returned. A 
Currency Sign Out sheet will be used to record the currency training aid 
amount, date of issuance, and the signatures of the issuing trainers. 

 
5. At the direction of the Canine Section Lieutenant, the narcotic and explosive 

aids will be audited at least once per year and the currency aids will be 
audited at least quarterly to ensure compliance with procedures and quantity 
of odors. The audit will be unannounced.  At least two persons will be 
assigned to jointly conduct the audits. Any lost or damaged training aids 
will be reported to a Training Sergeant. 
a. The currency aids quarterly audit will be documented on a Currency 

Sign Out sheet labeled "Quarterly Audit" at the top. The results will 
be summarized in a memorandum to the Canine Section Lieutenant 
under the subject "Currency Training Aid Quarterly Inventory."  

b. The memo will include the date, total amount of the currency aids, 
and whether all aids were accounted for.  

c. Both documents will be signed off by both persons conducting the 
audit. 

 
6. Any Narcotic aids to be disposed of will be turned into evidence for proper 

destruction.  A report will be generated to document the disposal and the 
case number will be reported into the log.   

 
7. Any explosive aids to be disposed of will be turned into EOD for proper 

destruction.  A report will be generated to document the disposal and the 
case number will be recorded in the log. 
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8. Any currency aids to be disposed of will be inventoried by no less than two 
trainers then turned in to accounting. A report will be generated to document 
the disposal and the case number will be recorded in the log.   

 
9. When narcotic training aids have been compromised during training 

exercises, a case number will be assigned and a report completed.  The 
training aids will be turned in to Evidence for weighing or counting and 
disposal.  Internal Affairs will be notified.  The procedures described in the 
Evidence Unit Methods Manual for lost, missing or stolen items shall be 
initiated. 

 
E. Search and Rescue Canine (SAR K9) Deployment and Use 

 
1. The Search and Rescue Canine Teams will mainly be responsible for 

locating lost or missing persons by trailing such persons even if a starting 
point is unknown.  A scent article will be collected by the Search and Rescue 
Handler or a designee to be utilized upon arrival.  Scent articles include but 
are not limited to: 
a. Cloths 
b. Under garments 
c. Pillowcase and bed sheets 
d. Swabs 

1) In the event a swab will be utilized, it must be collected by 
the Search and Rescue Handler for chain-of-custody. 

2) In all cases, consult with the handler prior to arrival for 
collection. 

 
2. The Search and Rescue Canine Teams are assigned to the FDLE Child 

Abduction Response Team for our region and will be available to assist 
other municipalities in event of they are needed. 

 
3. Search and Rescue Canine Teams are utilized differently from the patrol 

canine teams. Any employees who walk around a scene in an initial search 
capacity, or collects a scent article for the responding trailing team should 
remain on scene so that the handler can utilize them in a scent inventory to 
eliminate their scent prior to the exposure to the scent article. 

 
4. If a scent article is not available the Search and Rescue Canine Team can 

utilize swabs or direct scenting to attempt to locate a viable source for the 
dog. 

 
5. Requests from an outside agency for the use of the Search and Rescue 

Canine Teams will be approved by the Watch Commander.  Canine Section 
Lieutenant or designee will notify Command Duty Officer and 
Communications Supervisor if team is deployed out of county. 
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F. Human Remains Detection Canine (Search and Recovery Team or HRD K9) 
 
1. A specially trained canine for the sole purpose for the search and recovery 

of deceased humans or their remains either from manmade disasters, natural 
disasters, criminal acts, or other means that cause human death. 

 
2. The Human Remains Detection Canine Team can locate human remains 

odor either buried, under rubble, under water, shoreline searches, in 
buildings, in vehicles, in burned areas, or wide area searches. 

 
3. The Human Remains Detection Canine Team is often requested and utilized 

by local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies, in addition to Fire 
Rescue.   
a. Requests may be made by FEMA in the wake of natural disasters.   
b. Any requests for assistance outside of the county will be made 

through the Watch Commander or Canine Section Lieutenant.   
c. The Canine Section Lieutenant or designee will notify Command 

Duty Officer and Communications Supervisor if team is deployed 
out of county. 

 
G. Public Demonstrations 

 
1. Canine demonstrations and public exhibition requests will be directed to the 

Canine Section Lieutenant for approval. 
 

2. Unauthorized exhibitions will not be conducted by PBSO Canine Teams. 
 
VII. CANINE PURCHASING REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Purchase of Police Canines 
 

1. The Training Sergeants and Training Staff will test all prospective canines 
for the necessary traits of their pending assignment, which include but are 
not limited to, courage, obedience, motivational drive, retrieval drive, and 
scent work.  Additionally, prospective canines for patrol will have their bite 
work evaluated. 

 
2. The vendors will provide health records (including record of vaccinations 

and recent hip x-rays) to PBSO.  The vendor will provide one year guarantee 
on the workability of the dog. 

 
3. The current contracted provider for veterinary care for the PBSO Canine 

Unit will review the shot records, as well as x-rays provided by the vendor.  
The current contracted provider for veterinary care will complete a thorough 
medical examination, to include hip x-rays, of each prospective canine. 
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4. Any acquired canine that does not pass this testing or medical evaluation 
will be returned to the vendor for replacement. 

 
5. Once completed, the Procurement Division and Canine Section Lieutenant 

will agree to the terms of the purchase. 
 

6. The dogs, upon receipt, will be assigned by the Training Sergeants and 
Training Staff to their designated handlers. 

 
B. Retirement of Police Canines 

 
1. A Canine Unit Training Sergeant will evaluate active canines as to their 

work abilities and work life expectancy. 
 

2. Any health problems noted by the current contracted provider for veterinary 
care should be documented concerning the canine’s work life expectancy. 

 
3. Upon completion of the combined evaluation, the findings will be conveyed 

by memo to the commanders for review.  If the evaluation recommends 
retirement and the chain-of-command concurs with the evaluation, the 
memo, along with the Canine Disposition Agreement, will then be 
forwarded to the Department of Legal Affairs.  Upon approval by the 
Department of Legal Affairs, the memo and agreement shall be forwarded 
to the Sheriff. 

 
4. For all retired PBSO canines, the handler is responsible for maintaining 

obligatory annual appointments for vaccinations and physicals.  All retired 
canines will utilize the current contracted veterinary care provider. 

 
5. If a handler relocates outside of South Florida and is unable to access the 

current contracted veterinary care provider, it will be the handler’s 
responsibility to pay for any veterinary care incurred at another provider. 

 
6. Handlers of retired canines will be given a monthly stipend of $80 to cover 

food for the retired PBSO dog.  Costs for medications and/or treatments 
prescribed by the contracted veterinary care provider at the time of 
retirement will continue to be provided by the Canine Unit. Any dietary 
needs in excess of the monthly stipend of $80 will be the responsibility of 
the Canine Handler. 

 
7. All retired canine benefits will be forfeited for failing to maintain the retired 

canine’s veterinary care. 
 
8. All retired canine benefits will be forfeited if the retired canine is used in 

any work or employment capacity. 
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9. Once the dog is deceased, it is incumbent of the handler to notify PBSO 
Accounting to cease the monthly stipend. 

 
10. It is the financial responsibility of PBSO to provide crematory services if 

the retired handler has been compliant with the provisions within this 
section. 

 
C. In the Line of Duty Injury or Wounds to Police Canine 

 
1. Any canine wounded in the line of duty due to the violent act of another, 

rendering the canine non-functional for police work but adequate as a house 
pet at its handler’s home, will be retired on full disability, at no cost to the 
handler. 

 
2. All food and reasonable medical obligations for a canine retired under a line 

of duty injury or wound disability will be paid for by PBSO. 
 

3. Full disability does not apply and will not be considered for a medical 
disability prevalent in any one particular canine breed. 
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