
PHILIP B. SCOTT
GOVERNOR

State of Vermont
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

March 15,2021

Nancy Izzo Jackson
Senior Bureau Offrcial
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration
U.S. Department of State
2201C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Ms. Izzo Jackson:

Vermont is thrilled that President Biden has pledged to raise the annual refugee admissions
ceiling from its historic low of 15,000 to 125,000 beginning next fiscal year.

I want to express my continued support for a strong and viable Refugee Program in Vermont and
hope that you will consider an increase to the resettlement agency's goal of 100 refugees in FFY
2021 and a much larger increase for next year.

Vermont has welcomed refugees successfully since the creation of the Refugee Act and the
establishment of the Refugee Program in 1980. Since then, more than 8,000 refugees have
resettled in our State.

Even with extremely low numbers of arrivals in the last few years and COVID-I9 challenges,
our local resettlement agency, USCRI VT, was able to maintain a strong resettlement structure.
We have the capacity and the strong local support necessary to again resettle a significant
number of refugees in Vermont

Refugees are an integral part of our efforts to grow Vermont's economy, which include a
workforce developmbnt strategy to attract new workers and meet the demographic challenges
faced by a declining population.

To grow our workforce, we need to welcome more refugees to our State. Our unemployment
rate, at3.lo , is tied for the third lowest rate in the U.S. and without new arrivals, employers will
be unable to find the workers they need for their businesses.
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Out of the planned 100 refugee arrivals for FY 202I, only 26 have arrived to date. Our hope is
that Vermont welcomes this number and more this year, and at least triple that placement
objective for FY 2022.I hope to work with you in this effort moving forward.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Philip B. Scott
Governor

PBSlkp
c. Senator Patrick Leahy

Senator Bernie Sanders
Representative Peter Welch


