
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALABAMA 
BESSEMER DIVISION 

JAMERIA HAIRSTON  

Plaintiff, 

v. Case No.:  

ARBY’S, INC., ARBY’S PROPERTIES, LLC., ARBY’S RESTAURANT GROUP, INC., 
RTM ALABAMA, LLC., SHEA PEOPLES, AND JOHN DOES 1-10 -- There may be other 
entities whose true names and identities are unknown to the Plaintiff(s) at this time, who may be 
legally responsible for the claim(s) set forth herein and who may be added by amendment by the 
Plaintiff(s) when their true names and identities are accurately ascertained by further discovery. 
Until that time, the Plaintiff(s) will designate these parties in accordance with ARCP 9(h). The 
word "entity" as used herein is intended to refer to and include any and all legal entities, including 
individual persons, any and all forms of partnership, any and all types of corporations and 
unincorporated associations. The symbol by which these parties Defendant are designated is 
intended to include more than one entity in the event that discovery reveals that the descriptive 
characterization of the symbol applies to more than one "entity".

Defendants.  

COMPLAINT 

PARTIES / JURISDICTION 

1. The Plaintiff, JAMERIA HAIRSTON, is over the age of nineteen (19) years and a 

resident of the state of Alabama. 

2. The Defendant, SHEA PEOPLES under information and belief is a resident of the 

state of Alabama, who is over the age of 19.  

3. The Defendants, Arby’s Inc., Arby’s Properties, LLC, and/or Arby’s Restaurant 

Group, Inc. are foreign Defendants, one or more of which may or are doing business as Arby’s, 

located in Hueytown, AL., and under information and belief are domestic entities conducting 

business in the State of Alabama, and may be served through the listed registered agent. 

4. The Defendant, RTM Alabama, LLC, also known as RTM Alabama, Inc., is a 
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company located and doing business in Alabama and may be served through its registered agent.  

5. The John Doe Defendants are those individuals or entities, who and which may also 

be responsible for and caused or contributed to the injuries suffered by the Plaintiff. 

COUNT  I 
(Negligence / Wantonness/Intentional Conduct) 

6. Plaintiff reasserts the contentions of paragraphs 1-5 as if state fully herein. 

7. Plaintiff avers that on or about April 23, 2022, and at all times hereinafter 

mentioned, Plaintiff was a business invitee at Arby’s in Hueytown, AL. and had hot grease thrown 

or spilled on her by an employee/agent of Arby’s or one of the other listed Defendants, which were 

the actual owners or operators of the Hueytown Arby’s, store number 7650, located at 105 River 

Square Plaza.   

8. Plaintiff states that this incident was caused to occur by the actions and inactions 

of the Defendants, ultimately ending in hot grease being put on Plaintiff by Shea Peoples, who was 

an agent, employee, or otherwise a person acting on behalf of Defendants and said Defendants are 

likewise responsible via vicarious liability through joint venture, master and servant, respondeat 

superior, or through all other doctrines that could be applicable such as agency or borrowed 

servant. 

9. Additionally, as a direct and proximate consequence of the negligence, intentional 

conduct, gross negligence, recklessness, and/or wantonness of the Defendants, the Plaintiff was 

caused to suffer the following injuries and damages: 

(a) Plaintiff was caused to suffer physical pain and suffering; 

(b) Plaintiff was caused to suffer mental anguish and emotional distress; 

(c) Plaintiff was caused to seek medical treatment and was prevented from 

going about her normal activities; 
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(d) Plaintiff was likely caused to suffer lost wages and loss of earning capacity; 

(e) Plaintiff was likely permanently injured and will have permanent scarring; 

(f) Plaintiff was caused to incur medical expenses to treat and attempt to cure 

her injuries, and 

(g) Plaintiff was caused to be injured and damaged, all to her detriment. 

10. The Plaintiff avers that the negligent or wanton conduct of the Defendants 

combined, concurred to proximately cause the Plaintiff’s injuries as hereinabove alleged. Plaintiff 

contends that Defendants was/were the sole proximate cause of the incident in the following non-

exclusive respects: 

a) Failing to follow safety rules and other rules or guidelines; 

b) Failure to act as a reasonably prudent person or entity would under the same or 

similar circumstances; 

c) By failing to maintain reasonable and safe premises; 

d) In operating the business in an improper, unsafe, and negligent manner; 

e) In failing to warn the Plaintiff of a danger that they caused; 

f) In failing to warn of a known danger; 

g) In violating the duties owed to a business invitee; 

h) In failing to have adequate safety and training programs; 

i) In failing to properly, train, monitor, hire, and supervise; 

j) In failing to remedy a known danger, including improper retention; 

k) In failing to allow employees sufficient bereavement time; 

l) In intentionally and/or recklessly causing injury to the Plaintiff; 

m) In outrageous, negligent and/or intentional infliction of emotional distress; 
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n) In civil assault and/or battery;  

o) In violating other safety rules and standards of automotive repair facilities; and 

p) In violating the Revised Statutes of the State of Alabama, all of which are pled. 

11. The Plaintiff avers that the negligent and/or wanton and/or intentional/reckless 

conduct of each of the Defendants, both named and fictitious, combined and concurred to 

proximately cause the Plaintiff’s injuries as hereinabove alleged. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff hereby demands of the Defendants, jointly and severally, 

compensatory, punitive, and general damages in an amount in excess of the jurisdictional 

requirements of this Court, said amount to be determined by a trier of fact, plus costs, attorney’s 

fees, including those costs and fees for expert witnesses to be taxed as costs of court, and pre- and 

post-judgment interest. 

Respectfully submitted,  

/s/ Ryan J. Canon  
Ryan J. Canon 
Attorney for Plaintiff 

PLAINTIFF DEMANDS A TRIAL BY STRUCK JURY 

/s/ Ryan J. Canon  
OF COUNSEL 

Serve Defendant via Certified Mail: 
Arby’s Inc 
Registered Agent 
200 S LAWRENCE ST 
MONTGOMERY, AL 

Arby’s Properties, LLC 
Registered Agent Corporation Service Company, LLC 
641 SOUTH LAWRENCE STREET 
MONTGOMERY, AL 36104 
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