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VIA EMAIL ONLY
Martin LaLonde
Chair, Special Committee on Impeachment Inquiry
Vermont House of Representatives
115 State Street
Montpelier, Vermont 05603

Re: Subpoena to Sheriff John Grismore
           

Dear Representative LaLonde:

I am in receipt of the Subpoena from the Vermont House of Representatives Special
Committee on Impeachment Inquiry issued to Sheriff John Grismore (attached as Exhibit “A”) to
appear before the Special Committee on Impeachment Inquiry (herein “Impeachment
Committee”) on Monday, December 11, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.  Sheriff Grismore has authorized me
to provide the following response to the Impeachment Committee’s Subpoena:

Sheriff Grismore regards the Impeachment Committee as an anti-democratic attack on
representative government in the State of Vermont and a repudiation by extremist Democratic
Party partisans of the will of the voters of Franklin County to select their elected leaders.  The
Vermont State Constitution created three distinct branches of government that were designed to
implement checks and balances on each other to prevent the rise of autocratic tyranny.  While
impeachment of elected officials of the Executive Branch of government in Vermont is
authorized by statute, this measure has virtually never been pursued in Vermont before now.  The
restraint in the pursuit of the extreme measure of impeachment would appear to reflect the sober
judgment of Vermont legislators of prior generations that supplanting the will of the electorate in
subordination to the passions of a few Representatives in Montpelier is certain to cause great
harm to our government and society by undermining public trust in the electoral process and
representative government.  The history of Vermont politics is littered with questionable
characters who have held all manner of office, yet the sort of partisan hit-job the Impeachment
Committee brings to our politics is unprecedented, and for good reason.

There is powerful evidence to support Sheriff Grismore’s view of the Impeachment
Committee.  Sheriff Grismore was elected Sheriff of Franklin County in the November 2022 
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general election by the free choice of 8,900 voters.  Sheriff Grismore beat his nearest competitor
for Sheriff by 3,619 votes.  Representative Michael McCarthy, the instigator of the Impeachment
Committee, was elected to the Vermont House of Representatives in that same November 2022
election by only 926 Franklin County voters.  Significantly, Representative McCarthy beat his
nearest competitor by only 242 votes.  You were elected in the November 2022 general election
by 1,997 Chittenden County voters, while your nearest competitor, Blank Votes, secured a
significant 406 votes.  Essentially, you ran uncontested  for your seat and still only managed to
secure 82% of the vote.  Not to put too fine a point on this comparison, Sheriff Grismore beat his
competitor for the office of Franklin County Sheriff through the votes of more Vermonters than
all of the combined voters who voted you and Representative McCarthy into office.  Yet, despite
the small support for you and the lackluster support for Representative McCarthy among the
electorate, you and Representative McCarthy seemingly felt entitled and emboldened to attempt
to supplant the reasoned choice of 8,900 Franklin County voters for their Sheriff.

Moreover, the formation of the Impeachment Committee appears to be nothing more than
the furtherance of a bullying campaign by Representative McCarthy to then Candidate, John
Grismore, to allow the installation of a Democrat as Sheriff of Franklin County.  In an email on
August 24, 2022 (attached as Exhibit “B”), Representative McCarthy wrote to Candidate
Grismore demanding that Mr. Grismore withdraw from the election for Sheriff and remove his
name from the ballot.  Specifically, Representative McCarthy demanded of Sheriff Grismore, a
Republican, that he remove himself from the election in favor of a Democratic Party member to
be selected by a caucus of Democrats.  This brazen attempt to bully Sheriff Grismore into
withdrawing from the election in order to allow a Democrat to be elected Sheriff of Franklin
County was, obviously, unsuccessful as Sheriff Grismore did not withdraw from the election and,
instead, went on to win a resounding victory over the anointed Democrat, Mark Lauer.  This
political history, combined with the lack of precedent for impeachment in Vermont, strikes at the
heart of the legitimacy of the Impeachment Committee.

The work of the Impeachment Committee has been no better than its formation.  The
spirit of the Impeachment Committee seems adherent to the infamous quote by Lavrentiy Beria,
Josef Stalin’s head of the secret police, to “show me the man and I will show you the crime.”  
The Impeachment Committee’s inquiry into Sheriff Grismore has been diffuse and meandering,
spending tens of thousand of taxpayer dollars on a crusade with no more defined purpose than to
find some way to oust Sheriff Grismore.  The Impeachment Committee has conducted all of its
most important work in secret, preventing the press and the public from monitoring what it is
doing.  Just as with impeachment, there is very little precedent in Vermont for the legislative
body to work in secret.  This secrecy prevents the public from knowing not only what
information has been collected by the Impeachment Committee, but also how the members of the
Impeachment Committee have conducted themselves in gathering this information.  The 
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Impeachment Committee has ignored the entreaties of the Vermont Press Association which
objected to the Impeachment Committee’s secrecy by correspondence from the Vermont Press
Association’s legal counsel on May 30, 2023 (attached as Exhibit “C”).  The Impeachment
Committee has none the less plowed forward with Star Chamber like secrecy in defiance of the
clear will and choice of the Vermont electorate to know what its elected representatives are doing
with their tax dollars.

Despite the shaky foundation, questionable legitimacy and autocratic conduct of the
Impeachment Committee, Sheriff Grismore is willing to appear before the Impeachment
Committee and answer questions.  However, Sheriff Grismore will not appear before the
Impeachment Committee in secret, closed proceedings from which the press and public are
excluded.  Presuming that the Impeachment Committee is intending to conduct an open hearing
for Sheriff Grismore’s appearance at which there will be nothing kept from the press and public,
Sheriff Grismore is still likely to be limited in what useful information he will able to provide to
the Impeachment Committee in light of the breadth and vagueness of the topics to be covered as
listed in the Impeachment Committee’s Subpoena to Sheriff Grismore.  Since the Impeachment
Committee has elected to proceed in secret, Sheriff Grismore has little understanding of what
information the Impeachment Committee has gathered to this point and cannot reliably predict
what questions he might be asked.  In order that all of his answers are precise and maximally
accurate, the Impeachment Committee should consider itself warned that many of Sheriff
Grismore’s answers may be that he is unable to answer without review and study of the matter
under examination.

Sheriff Grismore and I will be attendance at the Legislature on Monday at 1:00 p.m. and
prepared to participate in an open hearing.  We hope and expect that this hearing will be well
attended by the press and public.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Very truly yours,

KAPLAN AND KAPLAN

Robert J. Kaplan
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