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April 26, 2022 

 

Sherriff Jeffrey R. Gahler 

Harford County Sheriff's Office 

45 South Main Street 

Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

 

Re:  Harford County Sheriff’s Office, IID# 22-007  

Dear Sherriff Gahler: 

 We are in receipt of Major John Simpson’s April 25, 2022, e-mail, in which your office 

continues to deny us evidence in this case, contrary to law. As you know, we wrote your office 

on April 24 to request a copy of 21 types of evidence in this case. We also made verbal requests 

on April 23 for all physical evidence in the case. As of today, the sole pieces of evidence that 

have been provided to us are a single CAD (computer-aided dispatch) report and contact 

information for the decedent’s wife.  

 Your e-mail states that your office will not provide physical or electronic copies of some 

categories of evidence – specifically, the communications audio recordings and the videos. The 

law requires that you do so. Under Md. Code Ann., Gen. Provisions § 4-205, any document to 

which we have a right of “inspection,” we also have a right to be given copies. See § 4-205 (“if 

an applicant who is authorized to inspect a public record requests a copy, printout, or photograph 

of the public record, the custodian shall provide the applicant with: a copy, printout, or 

photograph of the public record;” for electronic records, “the custodian of a public record shall 

provide an applicant with a copy of the public record in a searchable and analyzable electronic 

format.”). We have requested such copies, and the law requires that we receive them. 

 In addition to the requirements of Gen. Provisions §§ 4-351(c)(2) (Anton’s Law) and 4-

205, described above, there is a separate and even broader obligation under Public Safety § 3-

527 that you “shall cooperate” with the IID. Failing to provide copies of the evidence is not 

cooperation. 

 Your lack of timeliness in providing any evidence is also a violation of your duty to 

cooperate. Your e-mail response states that “the volume of information will take some time to 

compile.” The information should not be “compiled” and provided to us only after it is fully 



 
 

complete; it must be provided to us on an ongoing basis as soon as you obtain it. Much of this 

information is already in your possession—indeed, you have already released some of it to the 

public—and should be provided immediately. 

 The failure to provide this evidence has had serious and deleterious effects on our 

investigation. The failure to provide witness information means that we have not been able to 

contact a single civilian witness since the shooting occurred. The failure to provide video 

evidence means that we are unable to conduct interviews with law-enforcement witnesses, since 

doing so without both prior and real-time access to their videos during the interviews would 

compromise our ability to conduct them. The failure to provide the physical evidence—or even 

an inventory of it—means that we have been unable to conduct any lab tests or obtain any 

electronic information.  

 We renew our request that you immediately provide the evidence described in our April 

24 letter, as well as all physical evidence, as the law requires. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

       
      Dana Mulhauser 

      Chief 

      Independent Investigations Division 

      Office of the Attorney General 

      410-576-7071   

      dmulhauser@oag.state.md.us 


