
In response to the Nebraska Humane Society statement, we certainly understand that 
laws exist for a reason.  We have warmly enjoyed cooperation with NHS through the 
years. 
 
As a federally licensed private non-profit zoo, we also understand that there are cases 
for exemptions.  Such as Chapter 6 Article IV Section 6-82 of the Omaha Municipal 
Code, which clearly exempts Scatter Joy Acres, as a non-profit zoo. 
 
To specifically address their accusations, the raccoon in question was an orphan that 
was bottle fed from infancy by a man in Iowa.  When he died, his family knew the 
raccoon could not live in the wild, since it had never done so.  The raccoon was in a 
secure enclosure and at no time was the public allowed to access it.  They could only 
view it.  We were in the process of assessing options for the animal, when it was seized 
and we received a citation.  Possession of this animal is covered under our Captive 
Wildlife permit from the State of Nebraska. 
 
As to the porcupine and cavies, they are rodents.  Chapter 6 Article I Section 6.1 of 
Omaha Municipal Codes lists rodents among the pet animals.  This being the case and 
knowing we are a petting zoo exempted as mentioned previously, this should not be an 
issue. 
 
The referenced May incident during which animal control officers and representatives 
from the Nebraska Department of Agriculture arrived at Scatter Joy Acres when no one 
was there.  During a phone conversation with our Executive Director, Joy Bartling, the 
NHS officer accused Joy of transporting animals without proper health 
certifications.  The animals in question were foster dogs under the control of Nebraska 
Animal Loving Advocates (NALA).  As such, NALA had the proper paperwork.  A NALA 
representative spent two hours with them explaining the situation.  Of the animals that 
NALA Rescue transported with our assistance, only a few were at Scatter Joy Acres, 
most were being fostered by NALA members.  On the advice of the NE Department of 
Agriculture representative, we obtained a Nebraska Shelter license to avoid further 
problems.   
 
SJA has a USDA Class C Exhibitor license and a Captive Wildlife Permit, among 
others.  To maintain these licenses, we are regularly inspected by the USDA and 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture to ensure that all applicable regulations are being 
followed and animal welfare and public safety issues and concerns are addressed. 
 
As an exempt facility under City Code, we see no reason for NHS oversight or 
regulation. 
 
We look forward to NHS and the City of Omaha recognizing our status, as the State of 
Nebraska and US Government have already done, returning our animals, and resuming 
business as usual. 
 


