
 

January 16, 2018 
 
Chris Sununu 
Governor of New Hampshire 
107 North Main Street 
Concord, NH 03303 
 
Chuck Morse 
New Hampshire Senate President 
107 North Main Street 
Concord, NH 03303 
 

Jeb Bradley 
New Hampshire Senate Majority Leader 
107 North Main Street 
Concord, NH 03303 
 
Gene Chandler 
New Hampshire Speaker of the House 
107 North Main Street 
Concord, NH 03303 
 

Dear Governor Sununu, Senator Morse, Senator Bradley, and Speaker Chandler, 
 
In the coming months, the New Hampshire legislature will be responsible for reauthorizing our state's Medicaid 
Expansion, the New Hampshire Health Protection Plan, a program that currently covers more than 50,000 Granite 
Staters. Medicaid Expansion provides vital services to those who wouldn’t be able to afford health insurance on 
their own. It also plays a crucial role during the opioid crisis, with more than 20,000 Granite Staters having accessed 
Substance Use Disorder treatment services through the program. It is vital that Republicans and Democrats alike 
come together and reauthorize a clean version of Medicaid Expansion. 
 
Our objective is simple: reauthorize Medicaid Expansion so that nobody loses their health insurance. Every single 
one of those more than 50,000 New Hampshire residents who rely on the program for quality care must be able to 
continue to rely on this program after the reauthorization. That is our bottom line and fundamental guarantee. 
 
This should be a simple decision for New Hampshire Republicans, who have pledged to work to reauthorize the 
program as well. Hopefully Republicans join us in the understanding that any reauthorization that kicks people off 
of insurance isn’t really reauthorization at all; it’s a partial repeal and that is simply unacceptable. 
  
The program was first established in New Hampshire four years ago and since that time, it has proven to be one of 
our best tools in fighting the opioid epidemic through treatment and recovery services. It’s also one of our most 
efficient state programs with the federal government covering 95% of the cost. 
  
Despite the incredible impact Medicaid Expansion has had in our state, the program too often gets bogged down in 
partisan squabbles that lose sight of the importance of what  it achieves. In 2016, the last time the program was 
reauthorized, the bill only passed because of then-Speaker Shawn Jasper’s tie-breaking vote. With Jasper’s transition 
to Agriculture Commissioner, it is now more important than ever that a bipartisan coalition of legislators join 
together to keep this program going. 
 
Let’s work together to protect every single one of the more than 50,000 Granite Staters who depend on Medicaid 
Expansion for their health insurance. A clean reauthorization will allow New Hampshire to continue to fight the 
opioid epidemic and provide vital services to those who wouldn't be able to afford health insurance on their own. 
 
Sincerely, 

 



 

 

 
Sen. Jeff Woodburn 
Senate Democratic Leader 

Sen. Donna Soucy 
Senate Deputy Democratic Leader 
 

Sen. Lou D’Allesandro 
District 20 
 

Sen. Bette Lasky 
District 13 
 

 
Sen. Jay Kahn 
District 10 

 
Sen. Kevin Cavanaugh 
District 16 

 

Rep. Steve Shurtleff 
House Democratic Leader 
 

 
Rep. Mary Jane Wallner 
House Assistant Democratic Leader 
 
 

 
Sen. Martha Fuller Clark 
District 21 

 
Sen. David Watters 
District 4 
 

Sen. Martha Hennessey 
District 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


