
 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  The Honorable Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr. 

Governor of Maryland 

 

From: House Republican Caucus 

 

Date: April 18, 2020 

 

Re:  Maryland Strong Roadmap to Recovery 

 

 

We appreciate your ongoing leadership during the COVID-19 State of Emergency. These are 

unprecedented times and your Administration has worked tirelessly to protect the health and 

safety of Maryland’s citizens, including taking time to be responsive to concerns of legislators 

and constituents during this public health crisis.  

 

Your announcement this week that you will soon rollout the Maryland Strong Roadmap to 

Recovery is most welcome and encouraging. Thank you for reaching out to our Caucus leaders 

for their thoughts on the situation and welcoming our ideas as you continue to consider and plan 

for the recovery phase that will ultimately lead to reopening Maryland.   

 

We fundamentally believe that what works in one region of the state may not be applicable to 

others. For that reason we would urge a regional approach to loosening the restrictions on 

businesses. While a one-size-fits-all approach may work in some instances, the industries, 

geography, and clearly infection and hospitalization rates differ greatly in the various areas of 

the state; particularly the western-most counties, the Eastern Shore, and Southern Maryland.  

 

We believe moving forward in a cautious and gradual approach in regional areas would strike 

the right balance between public health and economic wellbeing. In addition, a regional 

approach would give health officials the best opportunity to monitor the virus’ spread. This 

would enable a quick response should infection rates rapidly increase. This approach would also 

include the goal of reopening Maryland throughout the metropolitan areas as promptly as 

possible, taking into account the obvious challenges and health concerns faced in our more 

urban centers. 

 

We appreciate the role local governments are playing during this crisis, though we have serious 

concerns about the amount of power given to local health officers and how it is being utilized. 

Many decisions affecting the livelihoods of hundreds and thousands appear to sometimes be 

made unilaterally and inconsistently. We recognize the difficult position many of those hard-

working, well-meaning local health officials are in, and value their input and perspective. We 

would like to see some checks and balances that still empower local government in a  

collaborative manner. One solution to this could be revising Executive Order 20-04-05-02 

instituting local review boards to evaluate health department recommendations. When the  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Re: Maryland Strong Roadmap to Recovery 

April 18, 2020 

Page 2 

 

 
health department recommends the issuance of a local directive or the shuttering of  a business their recommendation 

is evaluated by a review board that consists of several county agencies not only as a check but also to provide the 

business with a path to reopen.  

 

Your order requiring individuals to wear masks in public spaces provides an opportunity to allow small retail and 

service-based businesses, which have a limited amount of contact with the public, to reopen while operating in 

accordance with CDC best practices. We believe this mask requirement gives them an opportunity to reopen provided, 

as with essential businesses, they have practices in place to maintain social-distancing, disinfect working areas, limit 

the number of customers at a time, and other best practices recommended by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). 

Service-based businesses such as no-contact car washes, among others, could all reopen and operate in a modified 

manner with this mask requirement. We believe this mask requirement could also allow, at the appropriate time, 

religious services to begin some form of in-person services; an issue vitally important to so many Marylanders. 

 

Many restaurants are looking at the possibility of permanent closure, and industry experts predicting a closure rate of 

25-30% if dining rooms are not open by mid-May. There are many restaurants in Maryland that have open air seating 

and could reopen utilizing those outside areas. This option would have to contain strict social distancing guideline, 

spacing indoor tables at least six feet apart, requires staff and servers to wear gloves and masks, and enhances sanitation 

measures among other CDC guidelines.  

 

We would also advocate for lifting the current ban on recreational boating and other outdoor activities such as horseback 

riding at state parks, as well as reopening golf courses.  These activities, much like hiking or jogging, can be 

accomplished following strict social-distancing guidelines and/or be limited to people within an immediate household. 

Relaxing these restrictions will provide many of our citizens with a safe opportunity to get out of the house and 

participate in a healthy activity, while maintaining responsible social distancing practices.  

 

We would also advocate for the creation of a business advisory commission to guide and make recommendations to 

state government in matters not only related to the re-opening of the economy but also Maryland’s economic recovery. 

We envision this commission would be comprised of representatives from Maryland’s diverse industries including; 

agriculture, manufacturing, biotechnology tourism, hospitality, fisheries, and retail.  

 

We also believe there should be expansion of the data made available to the public. We believe it would be beneficial 

to expand the data to include current hospitalizations by county including a breakdown of the numbers in intensive 

care. It would also be helpful to make publicly available the modeling that is being used to forecast spread.  

 

We know striking a balance between public and economic health is not an easy one. This is an unenviable position to 

be in as a leader, as some will critique your weighty decisions no matter what.  We also acknowledge that there are no 

easy answers and that reopening Maryland must be done with the pronounced caution, so as not to have the sacrifices 

already made by so many of Maryland’s citizens and businesses be in vain.    

 

The members of our Caucus stand ready to offer assistance and ideas to help facilitate and formulate a plan to reopen 

Maryland as promptly as possible and rebuild our state’s economy. We look forward to any and all opportunities to 

work with your Administration in this endeavor.  

 
 

 

  

 


