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BARBARA A. MIKULSKI 

UNITED STATES SENATOR, RET. 

      

MIKULSKI STATEMENT ON THE PASSING OF  
SENATOR PAUL S. SARBANES 

 
BALTIMORE – Retired U.S. Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) today issues the 
following statement remembering Senator Paul Sarbanes: 
 
“We join Maryland and all of America in mourning the loss of Senator Paul Sarbanes. 
We extend our condolences and sympathies to his family and loved ones during this 
time. 
 
America has lost a great statesman, the state of Maryland has lost a champion, and I, 
along with so many others, have lost a friend. 
 
The Maryland Delegation calls itself Team Maryland, and we became a team because 
of Senator Sarbanes’s work in reaching hands across the aisle to Senator Mac Mathias.  
Senator Sarbanes knew that each of us could make a difference but working together 
was how we would make change. His legacy of bringing Marylanders together to make 
change lives on in the Delegation today. 
 
Senator Sarbanes never forgot his family’s strong immigrant roots or their belief in the 
American Dream. He knew the transformational power of education and championed an 
opportunity ladder and increased access to higher education. An unabashed believer in 
America’s promise, he became a voice for civil rights and voting rights. And in his 
advocacy on housing, he worked to eliminate barriers of discrimination. He championed 
the stabilization of the Social Security and Medicare trust funds and worked tirelessly to 
protect and preserve the Chesapeake Bay for tomorrow while advocating for jobs on the 
Port of Baltimore today.  
 
Senator Sarbanes believed that discussion and debate should always be based on 
civility, intellectual rigor, and respect for others. He was a workhorse, not a show horse, 
who cared more about the getting job done and getting it done right, than in taking 
credit. 
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We served together in Congress for 30 years, 20 of them together in the Senate. And 
just as he was Maryland’s champion, he was my champion, too. As well as my ally and 
friend. We joked that we were “diner democrats,” not “dynasty democrats.” He was the 
son of a diner owner, and I was the daughter of a grocer. We were both raised to ask 
how we could help those around us every day. Senator Sarbanes took that lesson to 
heart; it was his commitment to helping not only the people of Maryland, but every 
American that drove him. And each of us is better off for having been helped by him. 
 
He was always there when you needed him. He will be missed.” 
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