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The purpose of this report is to develop a shared understanding of the current status of the pandemic at the national, regional, state and
local levels. We recognize that data at the state level may differ from that available at the federal level. Our objective is to use consistent
data sources and methods that allow for comparisons to be made across localities. We appreciate your continued support in identifying data
discrepancies and improving data completeness and sharing across systems. We look forward to your feedback.
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SUMMARY
• Florida is making progress across the state. Florida is in the yellow zone for cases, indicating between 10 and 100 new cases

per 100,000 population last week, with the 21st highest rate in the country. Florida is in the yellow zone for test positivity, 
indicating a rate between 5% and 10%, with the 22nd highest rate in the country.

• Florida has seen a decrease in new cases and a decrease in test positivity over the last week.
• The following three counties had the highest number of new cases over the last 3 weeks: 1. Miami-Dade County, 2. Broward 

County, and 3. Hillsborough County. These counties represent 34.5% of new cases in Florida.
• 69% of all counties in Florida have moderate or high levels of community transmission (yellow or red zone), with 13% having 

high levels of community transmission (red zone). This is a significant decline from 36 red counties to 9 over the past five 
weeks.

• During the week of Aug 31 - Sep 6, 22% of nursing homes had at least one new resident COVID-19 case, 34% had at least one 
new staff COVID-19 case, and 9% had at least one new resident COVID-19 death.

• Florida had 85 new cases per 100,000 population in the last week, compared to a national average of 74 per 100,000.
• Current staff deployed from the federal government as assets to support the state response are: 54 to support operations 

activities from USCG; 6 to support medical activities from VA; and 1 to support operations activities from VA.
• Between Sep 5 - Sep 11, on average, 294 patients with confirmed COVID-19 and 331 patients with suspected COVID-19 were 

reported as newly admitted each day to hospitals in Florida. An average of greater than 95% of hospitals reported either 
new confirmed or new suspected COVID patients each day during this period.

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Florida has made excellent progress and to sustain the gains, should continue the strong mitigation efforts statewide and 

strengthen mitigation efforts in university towns to decrease spread from universities to the local community. Consider a 
further decrease in hours and occupancy limits in bars and restaurants in university counties and anywhere university and 
college students gather.

• We are seeing gains being reversed in other states due to university spread. Florida universities need to increase testing and 
isolation to prevent spread from students to local communities and hometowns. This includes a further strengthening of 
detecting silent spread on campuses through routine saliva testing of students on university research platforms.

• Review all university and college plans for both rapid testing and contact tracing of symptomatic students and routine 
surveillance testing of students to find asymptomatic students, with quick turnaround times for results, and the rapid 
isolation of cases and quarantine of contacts. Residential cases and contacts should not be sent home to isolate or 
quarantine.

• Recruit college and university students to expand public health messaging and contact tracing capacity. Ensure protection 
of local communities through strict mask wearing and social distancing when off campus and when around vulnerable 
individuals on campus.

• Universities and colleges should work with various student leaders and campus media to support compliance with 
recommendations.

• Consider utilizing focused wastewater surveillance to detect cases early and to direct diagnostic testing and public health 
interventions.

• In preparation for fall, continue to increase testing capacity by increasing the budget and capacity of public health labs; 
ensure hospitals use pooled testing for elective surgeries and patients admitted without suspected COVID-19 to reserve 
tests for community outreach; expand outpatient testing, pooling specimens where appropriate; and utilize all university, 
veterinary, and research platforms for surveillance and testing of students and, if needed, the surrounding communities.

• Increase surveillance for silent community spread by using the Abbott BinaxNOW or antigen tests. Establish weekly 
surveillance among critical populations to monitor degree of community spread among K-12 teachers; staff working at 
nursing homes, assisted living, and other congregate living settings; prison staff; and first responders.

• Ask citizens and students to limit ALL social gatherings to 10 or fewer people. Recreating spreading events through bar-like 
gatherings in homes will result in continued high cases and those with comorbidities becoming infected.

• Need to ensure all nursing homes, assisted living, and elderly care sites have full testing capacity in all towns with university 
students so staff can be aggressively tested weekly to prevent spread from students to residents through staff. Expanded 
nursing home cases must be controlled with aggressive testing of all staff and isolation of positive residents.

• Specific, detailed guidance on community mitigation measures can be found on the CDC website.
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SNFs WITH ≥1 NEW 
RESIDENT COVID-19 CASE

(≥1 NEW STAFF CASE)

22%
(34%)

-1%*
(+0%*)

18%
(29%)

9%
(18%)

SNFs WITH ≥1 NEW 
RESIDENT COVID-19 DEATH

9% -1%* 8% 4%

STATE, 
LAST WEEK

STATE, % CHANGE 
FROM PREVIOUS 

WEEK

FEMA/HHS 
REGION, 

LAST WEEK
UNITED STATES, 

LAST WEEK

NEW COVID-19 CASES 
(RATE PER 100,000) 

18,215
(85)

-25.2% 66,299
(99)

243,676
(74)

VIRAL (RT-PCR) LAB 
TEST POSITIVITY RATE

6.2% -1.0%* 7.4% 4.8%

TOTAL VIRAL (RT-PCR) LAB 
TESTS (TESTS PER 100,000) 

267,004**
(1,243)

-32.4%** 746,836**
(1,116)

4,966,365**
(1,513)

COVID-19 DEATHS 
(RATE PER 100,000)

753
(4)

-4.9% 1,864
(3)

5,180
(2)

* Indicates absolute change in percentage points.
** Due to delayed reporting, this figure may underestimate total diagnostic tests and week-on-week changes in diagnostic tests.
DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS
Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
Cases and Deaths: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported directly 
by the state. Data is through 9/11/2020; last week is 9/5 - 9/11, previous week is 8/29 - 9/4.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 9/9/2020. Last week is 9/3 - 9/9, previous week is 8/27 - 9/2.
Mobility: Descartes Labs. This data depicts the median distance moved across a collection of mobile devices to estimate the level of human mobility within a 
county. The 100% represents the baseline mobility level prior to the pandemic; lower percent mobility indicates less population movement. Data is 
anonymized and provided at the county level. Data through 9/11/2020.
SNFs: Skilled nursing facilities. National Healthcare Safety Network. Data are reported separately for cases among residents and staff. Last week is 8/31-9/6, 
previous week is 8/24-8/30.
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Red Zone: Those core-based statistical areas (CBSAs) and counties that during the last week reported both new cases above 100 per 100,000 
population, and lab test positivity result above 10%.
Yellow Zone: Those CBSAs and counties that during the last week reported both new cases between 10-100 per 100,000 population, and a lab 
test positivity result between 5-10%, or one of those two conditions and one condition qualifying as being in the “Red Zone.”
Note: Lists of red and yellow localities are sorted by the number of new cases in the last 3 weeks, from highest to lowest. Some dates may have 
incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS
Cases and Deaths: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those 
reported directly by the state. Data is through 9/11/2020; last week is 9/5 - 9/11, three weeks is 8/22 - 9/11.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 9/9/2020. Last week is 9/3 - 9/9.

COVID-19 COUNTY AND METRO ALERTS*
Top 12 shown in table (full lists below)

LOCALITIES IN RED ZONE LOCALITIES IN YELLOW ZONE

METRO 
AREA

(CBSA)
LAST WEEK

2 Tallahassee
Wauchula 18

Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach
Jacksonville
Lakeland-Winter Haven
Pensacola-Ferry Pass-Brent
Cape Coral-Fort Myers
Port St. Lucie
Gainesville
Ocala
Naples-Marco Island
Crestview-Fort Walton Beach-Destin
Panama City
The Villages

COUNTY 
LAST WEEK 9

Leon
Bradford
Union
Baker
Hardee
Dixie
Gulf
Liberty
Jefferson

37

Miami-Dade
Broward
Hillsborough
Polk
Lee
Marion
Alachua
Escambia
Osceola
Collier
St. Lucie
Clay

All Yellow CBSAs: Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach, Jacksonville, Lakeland-Winter Haven, Pensacola-
Ferry Pass-Brent, Cape Coral-Fort Myers, Port St. Lucie, Gainesville, Ocala, Naples-Marco Island, Crestview-Fort 
Walton Beach-Destin, Panama City, The Villages, Lake City, Sebring-Avon Park, Palatka, Okeechobee, Clewiston, 
Arcadia
All Yellow Counties: Miami-Dade, Broward, Hillsborough, Polk, Lee, Marion, Alachua, Escambia, Osceola, 
Collier, St. Lucie, Clay, St. Johns, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Bay, Gadsden, Nassau, Sumter, Columbia, Flagler, 
Highlands, Walton, Putnam, Suwannee, Madison, Wakulla, Okeechobee, Holmes, Taylor, Hamilton, Hendry, 
DeSoto, Franklin, Calhoun, Gilchrist, Glades

* Localities with fewer than 10 cases last week have been excluded from these alerts.
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DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS
Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
Cases: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported 
directly by the state. Data is through 9/11/2020.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 9/9/2020.

Top counties based on greatest number of new cases in 
last three weeks (8/22 - 9/11)
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DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS
Cases: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match 
those reported directly by the state. Data is through 9/11/2020. Last 3 weeks is 8/22 - 9/11.

Top 12 counties based on number of new cases in the 
last 3 weeks



CASE RATES AND VIRAL LAB TEST POSITIVITY DURING THE LAST WEEK

COVID-19

NEW CASES PER 100,000 DURING 
THE LAST WEEK

VIRAL (RT-PCR) LABORATORY TEST 
POSITIVITY DURING THE LAST WEEK

WEEKLY CHANGE IN NEW CASES 
PER 100K

WEEKLY CHANGE IN VIRAL (RT-PCR) 
LABORATORY TEST POSITIVITY

DATA SOURCES – Additional data details available under METHODS
Note: Some dates may have incomplete data due to delays in reporting. Data may be backfilled over time, resulting in week-to-week changes.
Cases: State values are calculated by aggregating county-level data from USAFacts; therefore, the values may not match those reported
directly by the state. Data is through 9/11/2020. Last week is 9/5 - 9/11, previous week is 8/29 - 9/4.
Testing: CELR (COVID-19 Electronic Lab Reporting) state health department-reported data through 9/9/2020. Last week is 9/3 - 9/9, previous 
week is 8/27 - 9/2.
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