
March 24, 2021

Governor Christopher T. Sununu

107 North Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

Dear Governor Sununu:

Just months ago, the tragic COVID-19 outbreak at the New Hampshire Veterans

Home cost us the lives of 37 New Hampshire veterans – and led to over 100 members of

the Veterans Home falling ill.  Despite calls from New Hampshire veterans and civic

leaders, you have failed to produce an independent report to examine what caused this

outbreak, what could have prevented it, and what could have been done to protect our

veterans during the outbreak.  Instead, late at night following a deeply misleading press

conference, you released a sham report that examined COVID protocols at the Veterans

Home on only one day – four months after the first infection and seven weeks after the

outbreak was declared over.  New Hampshire veterans, their family members, Veterans

Home staff, and all Granite Staters deserve real answers, especially given reports that

the Veterans Home experienced PPE shortages and did not receive adequate help with

vaccines during the outbreak.

Therefore, pursuant to Article 1, Part 8 of New Hampshire’s Constitution, I

request the following records in possession of the Office of the Governor:

● Any and all reports, investigations, inspections, or memoranda submitted to or

prepared by the Governor’s Office on COVID-19 preparedness or protocols, the

coronavirus outbreak, or other COVID-19 issues at the New Hampshire Veterans

Home.

● Any and all correspondence between the Office of the Governor and the New

Hampshire Veterans Home, including employees and representatives thereof, dated

between November 10, 2020 and the present.

● Any and all correspondence to or from the Office of the Governor, including

correspondence with employees  of the Governor’s Office and the internal

correspondence of the Governor’s Office, dated between November 10, 2020 and the

present and containing one or more of the following keywords:

o “Veterans Home,” “Vets Home,” “Tilton,” “NHVH,” “LaBrecque,”

“commandant.”



● Any and all internal correspondence and/or documents regarding the Governor’s

March 18, 2021 Press Conference, including but not limited to preparatory notes,

talking points, scripts, speeches, agendas, and correspondence between Governor’s

Office employees discussing or planning the press conference.

● Any and all correspondence between the Office of the Governor and the New

Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Commissioner,

the Health Care Associated Infections Program, and/or Congregate Settings Unit,

including employees thereof, dated between March 12, 2021 and the March 20, 2021.

Direct correspondence should include letters, emails, text messages reports, and 
other relevant material.  I am not seeking any secondary material such as phone logs, 
notations of conversation, etc.

If any records are withheld or redacted, I request that you state the specific legal 
and factual grounds for withholding any documents or portions of documents. Please 
identify each document that falls with scope of this request but is withheld from release.

If requested documents are located in another installation or bureau, I request 
that you please refer this request or any relevant portion of this request to the 
appropriate installation or bureau.

To the extent that the respondent records are available in electronic format, I 
would prefer to receive the information via email or CD, particularly if providing the 
information reduces the time or expense involved. Otherwise, I will expect to receive the 
information in paper form.

To help assess my status for copying and mailing fees, please note that I am 
gathering information for research purposes and not for commercial activities.  I am 
willing to pay all reasonable costs incurred in locating and duplicating these materials. 
But please contact me prior to processing to approve any fees or charges incurred in 
excess of $20.

Thank you for your cooperation with this request. I am willing to discuss ways to 
make this request more manageable to your office. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
at admin@nhdp.org or at 603-225-6899.

Sincerely,

Raymond Buckley

https://www.governor.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt336/files/documents/20210318-transcript.pdf

