NOLA 4 A Safe Return Letter
To: Superintendent Dr. Henderson Lewis and OPSB
Members

Tuesday, January 26th, 2021

We are writing with concerns about planning for a return to in person learning in New Orleans
Public Schools. We support the decision to return to distance learning on January 4th, and we
are watching the data and hoping for numbers that are low enough to return to in person
learning. After watching the press conference from January 21st, we have questions and
concerns.

We are requesting that the Superintendent and OPSB follow CDC guidance for safe in
person learning and provide transparency to the New Orleans Community.

The Superintendent and OPSB must publish a document with the thresholds and indicators that
they are using to inform their decisions. Following the January 21st NOLA-PS press conference
the city announced that “NOLA-PS continues to be guided by its Roadmap to Reopening, which
successfully led to the return of in-person learning in September.” However, the only reopening
indicators in that document pertain to which Phase the city is in. New Orleans is currently in
Phase 1, which requires distance learning according to the Roadmap.

It is of the utmost importance that New Orleans follows the CDC guidelines for a safe return to in
person learning. Those core indicators are found here. On January 25th, with a 14 day average
of 151 new cases daily, our city is more than 2.5 times higher than the CDC'’s category of
“Highest risk of transmission in schools.”

Community health and safety must be the number one priority. We believe NOLA-PS should
maintain the CDC-supported thresholds released at the start of the 2020-2021 school year:

1. Fewer than 50 new cases daily over a 14 day average.

2. A community positivity rate of less than 5%.

3. Robust and fast testing capacity.

4. Full distance learning anytime the city is in any version of Phase 1.

We know that in person learning is essential for our students to learn at their best. We know that
in person schooling allows families more ability to go to work and to regain a bit of normalcy. For
these reasons we believe that the City of New Orleans should prioritize in person learning by
taking all actions necessary to slow the spread of COVID across the city.

However it does not serve families or educators to rush back into buildings while the city has
declared an “active or imminent outbreak.” In fact, returning to in person learning only to then


https://ready.nola.gov/incident/coronavirus/nola-ps-to-remain-in-distance-learning/
https://nolapublicschools.com/roadmap
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/indicators.html
https://nolapublicschools.com/news/press-releases/121020-nola-ps-weekly-covid-19-related-updates
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiMWUxZjFjM2ItOTI0ZS00MTcxLWJjYjgtODQwNzg2MDRhMmU3IiwidCI6IjA4Y2JmNDg1LTFjYjctNGEwMi05YTIxLTBkZDliNDViOWZmNyJ9&pageName=ReportSection
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiMWUxZjFjM2ItOTI0ZS00MTcxLWJjYjgtODQwNzg2MDRhMmU3IiwidCI6IjA4Y2JmNDg1LTFjYjctNGEwMi05YTIxLTBkZDliNDViOWZmNyJ9&pageName=ReportSection

experience frequent quarantines creates greater instability for families and puts students,
families, and educators at risk.

We are eager to return to in person learning when the conditions are less risky according to the
CDC. Superintendent Lewis, OPSB Members please commit to following CDC guidance for
schools, as you continue to make the decision of virtual or in person learning.

Sincerely,

NOLA 4 A Safe Return Committee, noladasafereturn@gmail.com
Brittany Scofield, NOLA-PS Educator

Harry Alper, NOLA-PS Educator

LeeSandra Moore, NOLA-PS Educator

Ranatta Harris-Monroe, NOLA-PS Family, NOLA-PS Educator

And the undersigned below, numbering 321

A. Atkins, NOLA-PS Family, New Orleans Community Member
A.F. Dad, Community support

Abby Woods, NOLA-PS Educator

Abigail Laughlin, Concerned Citizen

Aiko Keen, OEA educator

Aisha Malek, NOLA-PS Educator

Alana Neuman , NOLA-PS Educator

Alex N Hochron, NOLA-PS Family, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Alexandra Buehler, NOLA-PS Educator

Alexandra Downing, New Orleans Community Member
Alexandria Jones, New Orleans Community Member

Alicia Deiana , Oakland Education Association

Alicia Zhao, NOLA-PS Educator

Allie, New Orleans Community Member

Allison Grill, Oakland educator standing in solidarity

Allison Knudsen, NOLA-PS Educator

Allyce Andrew, NOLA-PS Educator

Alvin Batiste 1ll, NOLA-PS Educator

Alyson Cocco, Family of educator

Amanda Anderson, NOLA-PS School Based Employee
Amanda Fraiche, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Amanda Heerema, NOLA-PS Educator

Amy Dickerson, NOLA-PS Educator

Ana Ferrus-Garcia , Educator

Ana Treffinger, NOLA-PS Educator

Andre Dardeau , New Orleans Community Member

Andrea Maoki, Educator, Oakland CA



Andrea Passwater, supporter and friend of teachers
Andrew Rivera, Medical Student

Andrew Wise, Medical student

Ann Park, Educator

Anna fisher, New Orleans Community Member
Annabelle Allen, NOLA-PS Educator

Annabelle Nash, ousd teacher

Annie Davids, NOLA-PS Educator

April Hawkins Babuljak, Fellow educator, not NOLA based
Areonne A. Howard , NOLA-PS Educator

Ariel white, New Orleans Community Member

Arin okada, New Orleans Community Member
Arionne Washington, NOLA-PS Educator

Ashley , NOLA-PS Educator

Ashley Clay, NOLA-PS Educator

Ashley Johnson, NOLA-PS Educator

Ava Hash, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Baily Henry, NOLA-PS Educator, NOLA-PS School Based Employee, New Orleans Community
Member

Benjamin Zank, Community Member

Bob Payne, New Orleans Community Member

Brandi Bazanac, NOLA-PS Educator

Brandi Thompson, NOLA-PS Educator

Brenna Byrne, New Orleans Community Member
Brent Rhodes, NOLA-PS Educator

Brian Tome , NOLA-PS Educator

Brittney Isbell, NOLA-PS Educator

Brittney R. Bush, M.Ed. , NOLA-PS Educator
Cameron Belding, New Orleans Community Member
Carina Kaiser, NOLA-PS Educator

Carli Tuberville, NOLA-PS Educator

Carlos O, DSA

Carly Czerniak, NOLA-PS Educator

Carly Levin, NOLA-PS Educator

Carly Rachal, NOLA-PS Educator

Carolyn ODonnell , New Orleans Community Member
Carrie Anderson , Oakland Education Association
Casey Busher, Oakland CA community member in solidarity
Cat Priestley , California Educator

Catherine Rice , New Orleans Community Member
Chabrina Bruno, NOLA-PS Educator

Chance White , NOLA-PS Educator

Cherie Marocco, NOLA-PS Educator

Chris Anderson, New Orleans Community Member



Christina Horvath , NOLA-PS Family

Christina Horvath , NOLA-PS Family

CJ, NOLA-PS Educator

Claire Kohne, New Orleans Community Member
Claire Kramer, NOLA-PS Family

Claire R, Educator

Claire Tanner, Close friend of NOLA educator, and previous resident of NOLO 70126
Claire walker , NOLA-PS Educator

Claudia Norton , New Orleans Community Member
Cleona Torres , NOLA-PS Educator

Colleen Valerio , NOLA-PS Educator

Courtney Pate, New Orleans Community Member
Currin Wallis, New Orleans Community Member
Cyrus Adams, US Resident

Dana Clark , NOLA-PS Educator

Dana Perry, NOLA-PS Educator

Daniel Etler, Educator Solidarity

Danyell Davis, New Orleans Community Member
David Long, New Orleans Community Member, Tulane Medical student, class of 2023
Devan Soyka, Former educator

Devon Coleman, NOLA-PS Educator

Diana Turner , NOLA-PS Educator

Dominique Minor, NOLA-PS Educator

Donna Rompf, NOLA-PS Educator

Dr. Ashonta Wyatt, NOLA-PS Family, New Orleans Community Member
Echo Bennink, NOLA-PS Educator

Eddie Seaton, NOLA-PS Educator

Einam Livnat, Oakland CA teacher

Elana Cohen, New Orleans Community Member
Eleanor Wohl, NOLA-PS School Based Employee
Elias Newman, New Orleans Community Member
Elizabeth Boyne, New Orleans Community Member
Ella Swimmer, Friend

Ellie Kramer , NOLA-PS Educator

Emily Alverson, NOLA-PS Educator

Emily Chiarizio , NOLA-PS Educator

Emily Gatehouse, NOLA-PS Educator

Emily Madden, Educator, UMass Amherst Teaching Assistant
Emily Russell, New Orleans Community Member
Emily Tibbott, Union/labor supporter

Emma Butler, New Orleans Community Member
Emma E Newton, New Orleans Community Member
Emma Raynor, NOLA-PS Educator

Eric Schroeder, NOLA-PS Educator



Eric Vance, East Bay DSA

Erica Burjek, NOLA-PS Educator

Erik Skramstad, New Orleans Community Member

Erika Vargas, Teacher from Ca.

Erin E. Hughes, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member

Evan Parker, New Orleans Community Member

Farhanaz Panjshiri , New Orleans Community Member

Flora Cabili, NOLA-PS Educator

Genevieve Rice , NOLA-PS Student, NOLA-PS Educator

Genna Yonge, NOLA-PS Educator

Georgia Horton, NOLA-PS Educator

Georgia Purscell, NOLA-PS Family, NOLA-PS Educator

Gina Pingalore , NOLA-PS Family

Grace G., NOLA-PS School Based Employee

Grace Lucielle Riley , New Orleans Community Member

Haley Evans, NOLA-PS Educator

Hannah Haugenes, fellow educator

Hayley Alexander , New Orleans Community Member

Heather Forthun, NOLA-PS Educator

Heather Harris, NOLA-PS Family, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Heather Quinones, California educator

Hillary Chen, Bay Area Comrade

Hillary Margherio, New Orleans Community Member

Hunter Douglas, New Orleans Community Member

| want teachers lives to be respected. | want students and parents lives to be respected. By
having kids in school, it will spread COVID through the student body, parents, and teachers.
With the vaccine around the corner, waiting for more people to be vaccinated should be the
priority before putting students and teachers into dangerous situations. While school can be a
safe haven for students away from home issues and etc., we are living in a pandemic and
should treat it as such. , New Orleans Community Member

Imani israel, NOLA-PS Educator, NOLA-PS School Based Employee

India Teal, NOLA-PS School Based Employee

Isaac Agree, California Educator

Isaac Harris, Solidarity from CA

Isabelle Williamson, NOLA-PS Family, New Orleans Community Member

Ivy Wang, New Orleans Community Member

Jackie James, NOLA-PS Educator

Jade Breaux , New Orleans Community Member

Jade Brent , NOLA-PS Educator

Jalen McGhee, NOLA-PS Educator

James Corbyn, New Orleans Community Member

James king, New Orleans Community Member

James Marsh, New Orleans Community Member

Jamey Wright,



Jane Taylor, NOLA-PS Educator

Jason Wins, Teacher in Oakland, California

Jenni Evans , New Orleans Community Member
Jennifer Molina, NOLA-PS Educator

Jessica Jung, OEA member and OUSD teacher

Jessica Price, Supporter

Jessica Venetianer, NOLA-PS School Based Employee
Jessie Chappuis, New Orleans Community Member
Joan Judycki , New Orleans Community Member

Joelle McKee, NOLA-PS Student

Johana Salminen, New Orleans Community Member
John G. Mersch, NOLA-PS Educator

Jordan Alexander, NOLA-PS Educator, NOLA-PS School Based Employee
Joseph Daniels, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Jovanni Ramos, New Orleans Community Member
Juan Canel, NOLA-PS Educator

Julia DePalermo, NOLA-PS Educator

Julia DePalermo, NOLA-PS Educator

Julianne Schenone, Oakland USD teacher

Julie Gamze, New Orleans Community Member

Julius McKee , NOLA-PS Student

Julius McKee Sr., NOLA-PS Family

Justin Allison , NOLA-PS Educator

Justin Smith, NOLA-PS Educator

K. Early, NOLA-PS Educator

Kaci N. Sexton, NOLA-PS Family, NOLA-PS School Based Employee, New Orleans Community
Member

Kai Antia, New Orleans Community Member

Kaitlin L Murphy, NOLA-PS Educator, NOLA-PS School Based Employee, New Orleans
Community Member

Kaitlyn Karie, NOLA-PS Educator

Kala Zenella, NOLA-PS School Based Employee
Kanwal Ojha, New Orleans Community Member
Karaline Zeigler, New Orleans Community Member
Karla Boyd, NOLA-PS Educator

Kate S, Teacher

Katie E. Rodgers, Educator

katie ferrari , Oakand, CA educator

Katie Hunter-Lowrey, New Orleans Community Member
Katie Oeland, New Orleans Community Member

Katie Wohl, NOLA-PS Educator

Kayla Freedman, New Orleans Community Member
Kaysee Donathan, New Orleans Community Member
Keith LeBouthillier Sr, New Orleans Community Member



Kelly Couch, New Orleans Community Member

Kelly smith , NOLA-PS Educator

Kenneth J. Mitchell, New Orleans Community Member, Retired OPSB employee
Kevin Sun, Concerned Citizen

Khayriyyah Cutno, NOLA-PS Educator

Kimberly Bowen, NOLA-PS Educator

Kimberly Thomas, New Orleans Community Member
Kristina Yacks , NOLA-PS Educator

Kurston Melton , New Orleans Community Member
Kylie Dalton, OUSD

Kyra Fox, NOLA-PS Educator

Lamia AbiSamra, MD, New Orleans Community Member
Lara Schaberg , NOLA-PS Family

LaTosha Bennett, NOLA-PS Family, NOLA-PS Educator
Laura Shanteler, New Orleans Community Member
Laura Swirsky, New Orleans Community Member
Laura Young, teacher

Lauren Jewett, NOLA-PS Educator

Lauren Kester, New Orleans Community Member
Laurie LeBouthillier, New Orleans Community Member
Lawrence Lu, Education Organizer

Leah Champagne, New Orleans Community Member
Lee Jue, Concerned citizen

Leigh Topp, NOLA-PS Educator

Liana Nelson-Smith , Teacher from Oakland Ca

Libby Minshall, NOLA-PS Educator

Lilian Lynn, New Orleans Community Member

Lindsey Boettinger , NOLA-PS Educator

Lizzie Gentile, New Orleans Community Member
Loraine Woodard, Concerned community member

Lori Di Giovanni, NOLA-PS Family

Lorraine Clabeaux, NOLA-PS Educator

Lucy Blumberg , New Orleans Community Member
Lydia Corie, NOLA-PS Family

Lyla Polon , NOLA-PS Educator

m.e., New Orleans Community Member, Delgado educator
Maci Matherne, New Orleans Community Member
Madeline Kaplow, NOLA-PS Educator

Maggie Cloos, New Orleans Community Member
Maggie Kaiser , New Orleans Community Member
Maggie Ritchie, NOLA-PS Educator

Maggie White, NOLA-PS School Based Employee
Mahir Yasar, none

Marie Piccione , NOLA-PS Educator



Mariel Aken, NOLA-PS Educator

Marielle Pichon, NOLA-PS Educator

Marissa Seko, Ally

Mark E. Allen, NOLA-PS Family

Martin Tafazoli , New Orleans Community Member

Mary Liberatore, NOLA-PS Educator

Mary Rooney , NOLA-PS Educator

Math Teacher, NOLA-PS School Based Employee

Matthew Daniel, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Maurice André San-Chez, Oakland Unified Educator for Black Sanctuary CA
Maya rubin , New Orleans Community Member

Megan Brummer, NOLA-PS Educator

Megan Dunbar, New Orleans Community Member

Meghan Johnson , Former teacher and concerned citizen

Meredith Seale, NOLA-PS Educator

Micah Baclig, Educator

Michael Lamb, New Orleans Community Member, Educator Spouse
michele lynch , NOLA-PS Family, NOLA-PS Educator, NOLA-PS School Based Employee
Michelle Kim , New Orleans Community Member

Michelle Sanches, New Orleans Community Member

Michelle Theriot , NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Mike Hickey , AFT Local 6538 ( past president)

Misha Kiyomura, Other educator

Monique Gomes, Social Worker at UC Berkeley

Ms. Rav’en R. Duncan M.Ed, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Natasha Saleski, Fellow teacher

Neil E. Savoy, NOLA-PS Educator

Nelson Williams , New Orleans Community Member

Nicholas G Talmadge, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Nicholas Isom, New Orleans Community Member

Nicholas Travaglini, General Public

Nick Arnold,

Nick Lyell, Concerned US Resident

Nicolas bell, New Orleans Community Member

Nicolas Parker, Public high school teacher, Oakland, California

Nicole M. DeCuir, New Orleans Community Member

Nicole Mayeux, NOLA-PS Family

Ok, Friend of a NOLA teacher

Patrick Frame, NOLA-PS Educator

Paul Williamson , NOLA-PS Family, New Orleans Community Member
Pearl Opem, California Educator

Pia Jara , Educator

Pierre Carmelle Warren, NOLA-PS Educator

Rachael Straehle, NOLA-PS Educator



Rachel Brown, New Orleans Community Member

Rachel Smith , NOLA-PS Educator

Rachel Smith, NOLA-PS Educator

Renee Cutno, NOLA-PS Family, NOLA-PS Educator, New Orleans Community Member
Rex LC, Friend of New Orleans families and educators

Robb Godshaw, other

Robyn Robichaud, A friend of a teacher

Ronan Gillespie, Family of NOLA teacher

Ryne Klassen, NEA member and teacher

Samantha Willis , NOLA-PS Educator

Sara Mokhtari fox, Teacher solidarity from San Francisco California
Sarah K, Concerned community member

Sarah Wilson , NOLA-PS Educator

Sasha Rockwell , Oakland Unified School District teacher - California
Scarlett Kelly, Oakland, CA Teacher

Sherilyn Rogers, NOLA-PS Educator

Shona Clarkson, NOLA-PS Family, New Orleans Community Member
Sophie Miller, NOLA-PS Educator

Stacey Gray, NOLA-PS Family

Stefani Salas, NOLA-PS Educator

Stephanie Kall, NOLA-PS Educator

Stephen hoyt, New Orleans Community Member

Summer Keenan, NOLA-PS Educator

Susan Keen, educator in Oakland & OEA member

Susie M. Allen, NOLA-PS Family

Sydney Dexter, Standing in solidarity from Oakland, CA

Talia Myers, Oakland Unified Teacher

Thomas Coates Welsh, NOLA-PS Educator

Tiara Horton, NOLA-PS Educator

Tivona Batieste, New Orleans Community Member

Toni Osbey , NOLA-PS Family, New Orleans Community Member
Tony Margherio, New Orleans Community Member

Twyla Mount, NOLA-PS Educator

Valerie Massimi, NOLA-PS Family

Vivian Yen, OUSD Educator

Whitney whetstone , NOLA-PS Educator

Zera Johnson, NOLA-PS Educator

Zoe Besser, NOLA-PS Educator



