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Academic Degrees 

Master of Fine Arts, English Literature (GPA 4.0), Summa Cum Laude, Class Valedictorian, 

Mercy College, May 2003. 

Master of Science in Law, (GPA 4.0), Summa Cum Laude, Southern California 

University for Professional Studies, May 2001. 

Bachelor of Science in Communications, Magna Cum Laude, Florida State University,1988.  

Additional Academic Achievements 

 Completion of Unit 1 – Clinical Pastoral Education (St. John’s Episcopal Services, 

NY), April 2007. 

 Graduate Level Research Course (Columbia University), April 2000. 

 Graduated Summa Cum Laude, University of Alabama Criminal Justice Program, April 

1997. 

 Teaching Apprenticeship through N.Y. State Department of Labor, April 1997. 

 Awarded University of Alabama’s Sam Howard Memorial Endowed Scholarship 

for Criminal Justice Studies, 1996. 

 Certified, GED Teacher's Aide, New York State Department of Labor, 2005-2014; 1993-

2003. 

 Completed Civil Rights Movement Course (CUNY), December 1995. 

 Graduated (Highest in Class), Legal Research Course, January 1995. 

 Certified Peer Facilitator, AIDS Institute and New York Department of Health.  

Additional Volunteer Work 

 Administrative assistant, Physical Education Department June 2017-Present 

 Peer Facilitator, AIDS, Counseling and Education Program 2014 – June 2017 

o Create curricula for groups on HIV/AIDS Hepetitis C, Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

and other women's Health Issues; 

o Facilitates HIV-positive support group, women's health groups and, and HIV/AIDS 

information groups for new inmates; 

o Certified as a Peer Facilitator through the AIDS Institute and the New York 

Department of Health; 

o Trained to conduct Center for Disease Control "Respect" groups, which are evidence-

based, individual-level intervention, client-focused HIV prevention intervention 

groups; 

o Responsible for implementing SHE (Strong HIV-Positive Empowered groups); 

o Conducts Peer Facilitator Training Curriculum from the AIDS Institute and 

Department of Health to train and certify new peers; 
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o Trained in "Seeking Safety," an evidence-based counseling program from the New 

York City Department of Health and Mental Health Bureau of HIV/AIDS Prevention 

and Control that studies the multidirectional relationship between trauma substance 

abuse and HIV/AIDS. 

 Certificate of Appreciation for Years of Dedication to Volunteer Tutoring Program, June 

2013. 

 Tutor: adult basic education, pre-GED, GED and college classes, 2012. Selected by 

school principal as his Academic Assistant 

 2012 certified as an HIV/AIDS counselor through the New York State Department of 

Health. This training program involved instruction on disease transmission and 

prevention, medical treatment, risk reduction and much more. 

 Elected by staff as Honor Floor corridor representative, 2012 

 Guest Speaker at Family Violence Group regarding the therapeutic experience of making 

“What I Want My Words to Do to You”, January 2011 

 Certified in Church Leadership Presider Training August 2010 

 Editor/Writer of Weekly Church Bulletin, January 2010-present 

 Editor for “Sons and Daughters Ministry” 2004-present 

 Unit maintenance and paint crew, 2003-present 

 Volunteer Tutor in Long Term Care Hospital Unit, 2003-present 

 Researcher and Emcee for Motown Extravaganza Event, 2003 

 Performer at Latin Explosion Educational Event, 2002 

 Network/Step Up" Inmate Program Aide 

 Organized and oversaw “Childhood Games” night in RMU3 – Mental Health Unit, 2000-

2002. 

 Cleaned and painted for Accreditation, 1994, 2000 

 Academic Outreach Tutor, 1993-2008 

 Taught pre-college math workshops involving the creation and design of pre-tests (all but 

one student passed their college entrance exams), 2000 

 Assisted Dr. Michelle Fine (Columbia University), Participatory Action Research, 

published by the American Psychological Association 

 Researcher for Harlem Renaissance Event, 2001 

 Volunteer tutor for Pre-GED 1 & 2, GED, Pre-college, college, and Master’s students, 

1993-present. 

 Research Project re: impact of college on women in prison. Involved extensive research, 

conducting focus groups, designing the project, writing, editing, data analysis, and 

constructing several reports 

 Red Cross Certificate in Recognition of Haiti Relief Fund  
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Published Works 

 “What I Want My Words To Do To You”. Ed. Judith Katz. PBS “Point of View” 

Documentary, 2003. This documentary won the coveted “Freedom of Expression” award 

at the 2002 Sundance Film Festival, and the “PASS Award” from the National Council 

on Crime and Delinquency 

 “Changing Minds”: The Impact of College in a Maximum Security Prison. Collaborative 

research by the Graduate Center of the City University of New York and Women in 

Prison at the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility. September 2001 

 “A Space for Co-Constructing Counter Stories Under Surveillance”. Critical Psychology. 

The International Journal of Critical Psychology. Eds. Michelle Fine and Anita Harris. 

London: Lawrence and Wishart. 2001. 

Group Participation 

 Actor, singer, dancer in "The Wiz," shown at the United Nations Symposium on Poverty 

and Criminal Justice, 2017. 

 Writer, actor, singer and dancer in original RTA musical production, “Amazing .Grace” – 

July 18, 2013. 

 Leadership Sacred Table – under Pastor Doris Tongo, October 2009 – Present. 

 Rites of Passage – Seven Week Spiritual Courses – October 2009 – January 2010. 

 World AIDS Day, December 2009 – Spiritual Dancer. 

 Appointed Director of Praise Dance Ministry by Rev. Maria Lopez, 2006 – present. 

 Gospel Reader, Church Services, 2005–present. 

 Member of Church Praise Dancers, 2005–present. 

 Elected Long-termer’s Committee Delegate, 2005–present. 

 Member of Playwright Eve Ensler’s creative writing group, 2000-present 

 State Volleyball Team, 1996. 

 Weightlifting Competition, 1996. 

 Organized Intramural Softball League, 1995-present. 

 State Softball Team 1994-present. 

 Member of N.O.W., May 1994-present. 

 Member of Long termer’s Committee, 1994-present. 

 Inmate Liaison Committee President, 1994. 

 Nominated by population for Inmate Grievance Representation, 1993-present. 

 Participated in ACE Walk-a-thon, 1993 through 2004.  
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Programs Attended 

 Completed 13 week, daily Family Violence Program, July 2013. 

 2012 Pastoral Training Program. Pame is still working as a Church Leader. She is the 

Director and Choreographer of the Praise Dancers and also dances with the group at 

services. 

 Completed Rehabilitation Through the Arts course, “Creating a Safe Haven” through 

music, writing and performance, January 2011. 

 Completed Rehabilitation Through the Arts, “Women & Mythology” August 2010. 

 Completed Rehabilitation Through the Arts, “Interpreting Shakespeare through Writing 

and Performing Original Scenes, June 2010. 

 Completed Rehabilitation Through the Arts, “Art & The Individual”; Interpreting Great 

Art through Character Development Course, September 2009-December 2009. 

 Completed Rehabilitation Through the Arts, “Creative Discovery Workshop, July 2009. 

 Rehabilitation Through the Arts, “Interpreting Great Writings” September 2008. 

 Service Award for Exemplary Tutoring, 2006-present. 

 Network One Year Certificate 2004. 

 Inmate Program Aide in Network/Step Up Program, 2003-October 2005. 

 Alternatives to Violence II, November 2000. 

 Down on Violence, May 2000. 

 Anger and You, April 2000. 

 Alternatives to Violence, March 2000. 

 Six Week HIV/AIDS Workshop, February 1997. 

 Academic I.P.A. Training, March 1995. 

 Academic Outreach Tutor, 1994-present. 

 Teacher’s Aide in Pre-GED 1, 1994-2003. 

 Money Addiction, November 1994. 
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Commuted 
Prisoner 

Year State Governor Age Summary Exhibit 

Debra 

Jenner-Tyler 

2003 SD Janklow 30 Sentenced to a term of life imprisonment after brutally murdering her 3-year old 

daughter in 1987. The commutation of her sentence from life in prison to 100 years 

provided the ability to go before the parole board. Governor Janklow granted the 

commutation in January 2003, after believing Jenner-Tyler was sorry for her daughter’s 

death. 

 
Debra Jenner-Tyler's Parole Request Is Denied, KELOLAND MEDIA GROUP, Oct. 17, 2003, 

http://www.keloland.com/news/article/other/debra-jenner-tylers-parole-request-is-denied. 

A 

Walter 

Arvinger 

2004 MD Ehrlich 55 Sentenced to a term of life imprisonment, after a one day trial in 1968, for beating to 

death James R. Brown.  Govenor Ehrlich’s commutation of Mr. Arvinger’s life sentence 

results in his release from prison after 36 years behind bars.  
 

Matthew Mosk, Ehrlich Prolific in Granting Clemency, The Washington Post, August 25, 2006, THE 

WASHINGTON POST, available at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2006/08/24/AR2006082401851.html 

B 

Shirley Lute 2004 MO Holden 73 Sentenced to a term of life-without-parole for at least 50 years, for aiding her son in 

killing her husband. After spending almost 25 years in prison, she was released from 

prison at the age of 76 in 2007, after the state Supreme Court overturned the parole 

board’s denial of her release. The commutation made her eligible for parole was granted 

by Governor Holden in 2004. 

 
Woman paroled 25 years after killing husband, ASSOCIATED PRESS, May 4, 2007, 

http://www.nbcnews.com/id/18492723/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/t/woman-paroled-years-after-killing-

husband/?_sm_au_=iVVvW0VNfvv1Rtns#.WTBp42eGND8. 

C 

Doreen 

Washington 

2008 MI Granholm 67 Sentenced on August 23, 1988 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on May 16, 2008 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole Board. She was released after 

serving 20 years. 

 
Alison Costello, Advocacy group pushes clemency for imprisoned women, MLIVE MICHIGAN, Oct. 10, 2008, 

http://blog.mlive.com/cns/2008/10/advocacy_group_pushes_clemency.html. 

 

Releases, The Michigan Women’s Justice and Clemency Project, 

http://umich.edu/~clemency/women_sm/releases.html. 
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Commuted 
Prisoner 

Year State Governor Age Summary Exhibit 

Kylleen 

Hargrave-

Thomas 

2008 MI Granholm 56 Sentenced on November 30, 1993 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first 

degree murder for stabbing her fiancé and torching his bed, after he called off their 

wedding.  The commutation was granted on July 24, 2008 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole Board. Governor Granholm ordered 

for Hargrave-Thomas to be released in September 2008. 

 
Associated Press, Granholm frees woman who fatally stabbed ex-fiance, MLIVE MICHIGAN, Aug. 6, 2008, 

http://blog.mlive.com/grpress/2008/08/granholm_frees_woman_who_fatal.html. 

E 

John Ulmer 2008 MI Granholm 58 Sentenced on October 26, 1973 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first 

degree murder.  The commutation was granted on July 31, 2008 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-14., Reg. Sess., at 221 (Mich. 2009). 

 

Joseph Page 2008 MI Granholm 72 Sentenced on January 7, 1963 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on August 5, 2008 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-14., Reg. Sess., at 221 (Mich. 2009). 

 

Minnie 

Boose 

2008 MI Granholm 63 Sentenced on January 9, 1980 to two terms of life imprisonment for the crimes of first 

degree murder and conspiracy to commit first degree murder.  The commutation was 

granted on October 2, 2008 and was based on the affirmative recommendation of the 

Michigan Parole Board.  

 
J. of S., 95-14., Reg. Sess., at 221 (Mich. 2009). 

 

Paula 

Campbell 

2008 MI Granholm 52 Sentenced on May 7, 1976 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on October 2, 2008 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-14., Reg. Sess., at 221 (Mich. 2009). 

 

Joseph 

Kozlow 

2008 MI Granholm 67 Sentenced on December 1, 1969 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first 

degree murder.  The commutation was granted on October 7, 2008 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-14., Reg. Sess., at 221 (Mich. 2009). 
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Commuted 
Prisoner 

Year State Governor Age Summary Exhibit 

Dante 

Ferrazza 

2008 MI Granholm 65 Sentenced on June 16, 1967 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on October 14, 2008 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole Board.   

 
J. of S., 95-14., Reg. Sess., at 221 (Mich. 2009). 

 

Jameson Cook, Judge affirms Granholm, parole board decisions, MACOMB DAILY, Jan. 7, 2009, 

http://www.macombdaily.com/20090107/judge-affirms-granholm-parole-board-decisions. 

F 

Debra 

Gindorf 

2009 IL Quinn 44 Sentenced in 1986 to a term of life imprisonment without the possibility of parole after 

killing her two young children before attempting to commit suicide. Expert testimony 

revealed that Gindorf was suffering from severe post-partum psychosis when this took 

place. The commutation reduced her sentence to time served in May 2009. 

 
Eric Zorn, Quinn brave where Blago was cowardly -- announces he will release Debra Gindorf, CHICAGO 

TRIBUNE, May 1, 2009, http://blogs.chicagotribune.com/news_columnists_ezorn/2009/05/quinn-to-release-

debra-gindorf.html?_sm_au_=iVVvW0VNfvv1Rtns. 

G 

Roosevelt 

Moore 

2009 MI Granholm 62 Sentenced on July 8, 1971 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on October 29, 2009 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
John Hausman & Teresa Williams, Gov. Granholm commutes sentence of man convicted in 1970 slaying, 

MLIVE MICHIGAN, Nov. 22, 2009, 

http://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/index.ssf/2009/11/gov_granholm_commutes_sentence.html. 

H 

Betty Jean 

Dennis 

2009 MI Granholm 77 Sentenced on February 21, 1995 to terms of life imprisonment for the crime of 

conspiracy to commit first degree murder, 20 to 50 years imprisonment for the crime of 

assault with intent to commit murder, and 20 to 50 years imprisonment for the crime of 

soliciting first degree murder.  The commutation was granted on March 6, 2009 and was 

based on the affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation 

Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 

 

Brian Hurst 2009 MI Granholm 51 Sentenced on May 20, 1980 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on April 2, 2009 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 
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Commuted 
Prisoner 

Year State Governor Age Summary Exhibit 

Hollis 

Jackson 

2009 MI Granholm 61 Sentenced on June 5, 1970 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on May 29, 2009 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 

 

Linda 

Hamilton 

2009 MI Granholm 61 Sentenced on June 28, 1979 and March 27, 1998 to terms of life imprisonment for the 

crime of first degree murder, and nine months to two years imprisonment for the crime of 

attempted larceny.  The commutation was granted on June 17, 2009 and was based on 

the affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 

 

LANSING CITY PULSE, City Pulse – Cover Story, 

http://lansingcitypulse.com/archives/040225/040225cover.html 

I 

Robert 

Peterson 

2009 MI Granholm 57 Sentenced on May 20, 1980 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on September 8, 2009 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 

 

Robert 

Bransford 

2009 MI Granholm 73 Sentenced on February 1, 1973 to two terms of life imprisonment for the crimes of first 

degree murder and armed robbery.  The commutation was granted on October 14, 2009 

and was based on the affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and 

Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 

 

Zef Lulgjura 2009 MI Granholm 68 Sentenced on June 22, 1977 to four terms of life imprisonment for the crimes of three 

counts of first degree murder, and assault with intent to commit murder.  The 

commutation was granted on October 26, 2009 and was based on the affirmative 

recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 

 

Anne 

Brown 

2009 MI Granholm 48 Sentenced on January 31, 1986 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first 

degree murder.  The commutation was granted on October 29, 2009 and was based on 

the affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 
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Levonne 

Roberts 

2009 MI Granholm 58 Sentenced on March 13, 1985 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on December 4, 2009 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board.  

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 

 

John 

Coulter 

2009 MI Granholm 72 Sentenced on July 16, 1962 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on December 4, 2009 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 

 

Joanne 

Schmid 

2009 MI Granholm 72 Sentenced on January 5, 1984 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on December 9, 2009 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-01., Reg. Sess., at 01 (Mich. 2010). 

 

LaNia Coleman, Parole board to consider releasing Skidway Lake woman convicted of murder, arson in ’82, 

THE BAY CITY TIMES, Aug. 4, 2009, http://www.mlive.com/news/bay-

city/index.ssf/2009/08/parole_board_to_consider_relea.html 

J 

William 

Bennett Jr. 

2010 MI Granholm 63 Sentenced on June 24, 1976 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder.  The commutation was granted on May 26, 2010 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-99., Reg. Sess., at 2203 (Mich. 2010). 

 

James 

Armstrong 

2010 MI Granholm 76 Sentenced on January 28, 1963 and April 20, 1983 to a term of life imprisonment for the 

crime of first degree murder and a term of six months to five years imprisonment for the 

crime of escaping prison.  The commutation was granted on June 7, 2010 and was based 

on the affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-99., Reg. Sess., at 2203 (Mich. 2010). 
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Thomas 

Cress 

2010 MI Granholm 54 Sentenced on June 5, 1985 to a term of life imprisonment for the crime of first degree 

murder. The commutation was granted on December 28, 2010 and was based on the 

affirmative recommendation of the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board. 

 
J. of S., 95-99., Reg. Sess., at 2203 (Mich. 2010). 

 

Ed White, Man convicted in teen’s slaying will be released, DESERET NEWS, Dec. 28, 2010, 

https://www.deseretnews.com/article/700095613/Man-convicted-in-teens-slaying-will-be-released.html 

K 

Al-Kareem 

Shadeed 

2011 WA Gregoire 42 Sentenced in 1994 to a term of life in prison without parole under the state’s mandatory 

three-strikes law, after attempting to steal someone’s wallet. Shadeed was released after 

the commutation was granted by Governor Gregoire in 2011. 

 
Sara Green, Clemency recommended for 3-strikes offenders, THE SEATTLE TIMES, June 11, 2009, 

http://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/clemency-recommended-for-3-strikes-offenders/. 

 

Joe Utter, Moses Lake man was granted clemency for life sentence, now suspected of theft at school, 
IFIBERONE, Aug. 5, 2015, http://www.ifiberone.com/news/moses-lake-man-was-granted-clemency-for-life-

sentence-now/article_59e7522e-3bcb-11e5-b153-bb57571f7036.html. 

L 

Keith O. 

Smith 

2010 PA Rendell 55 Sentenced in 1975 to a term of life imprisonment after serving as a lookout during a 

flower shop robbery in which the store owner was killed. Smith was 19 years old at the 

time with no criminal record at the time and received the same sentence as his co-

defendants. The commutation was granted on December 30, 2010 by Governor Rendell, 

who noted that Smith was not the killer and served an ancillary role in the crime. 

 
Governor Rendell Announces Commutations, PRNEWSWIRE, Dec. 30, 2010, 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/governor-rendell-announces-commutations-112679939.html. 

M 

Tyrone 

Werts 

2010 PA Rendell 59 Sentenced in 1976 for his role in a robbery and fatal shooting at a gambling house when 

he was 23 years old. He remained outside in a vehicle serving as the getaway driver in 

robbery-turned-murder. The commutation was granted on December 30, 2010 by 

Governor Rendell, who noted that Werts was not the shooter and served an ancillary role 

in the crime. Those with a more significant role received the same or lighter sentences, or 

ended up serving a shorter term than Werts. 

 
Governor Rendell Announces Commutations, PRNEWSWIRE, Dec. 30, 2010, 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/governor-rendell-announces-commutations-112679939.html. 
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William 

Fultz 

2010 PA Rendell 58 Sentenced in 1976 to a term of life in prison for his role in a killing, in which his only 

role was disposing the murder weapon. The two men that committed the murder received 

the same sentence as Fultz, who was 22 years old at the time, with no prior adult criminal 

record. The commutation was granted on December 30, 2010 by Governor Rendell, who 

noted that Fultz was not the killer and served an ancillary role in the crime. 

 
Governor Rendell Announces Commutations, PRNEWSWIRE, Dec. 30, 2010, 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/governor-rendell-announces-commutations-112679939.html. 

O 

Betty 

Smithey 

2012 AZ Brewer 69 Convicted in 1963 for the murder of a 15-month year old girl that she had strangled to 

death while babysitting. Smithey was 20 years old when she was sentenced to a term of 

life imprisonment without parole. Smithey was a problematic prisoner at first, managing 

to escape four times from three different prisons between 1974 and 1981. Her sentence 

was commuted to 48 years to life, resulting in her release in August 2012, after 49 years 

in prison. 

 
Alyssa Newcomb, Betty Smithey, Longest Serving Female Inmate, May Get Parole For 1963 Murder, 

ABCNEWS, July 14, 2012, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2188166/Betty-Smithey-Americas-

longest-serving-female-inmate-freed-49-years.html. 

 

America's longest-serving female inmate, 69, walks free 49 years after strangling 15-month-old baby to 
death, DAILY MAIL REPORTER, Aug. 14, 2012, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2188166/Betty-

Smithey-Americas-longest-serving-female-inmate-freed-49-years.html. 

P 

Tamara 

Settles 

2012 MD O’Malley 53 Convicted for a 1984 robbery-turned-murder where Settles lured the victim to her 

boyfriend, who eventually shot and killed the victim while demanding his wallet. Settles 

was sentenced to a term of life imprisonment, while her boyfriend took a plea deal and 

was released nine years prior to Settles’ sentence commutation. The commutation was 

granted in March 2012, noting that Settles was not the killer and served an ancillary role 

in the crime. 

 
Aaron Davis, O’Malley commutes sentences of two convicted for murder, THE WASHINGTON POST, Mar. 29, 

2012, https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/maryland-politics/post/omalley-commutes-sentences-of-two-

convicted-for-murder/2012/03/29/gIQAXuUAkS_blog.html?utm_term=.6d08fa5508d9. 
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Travion 

Blout 

2014 VA McDonnel

l 

23 Sentenced to six life terms plus 118 years, with no chance for parole under Virginia law, 

for a 2006 robbery. Blout committed a robbery at age 15 along with two 18-year old 

accomplices who received 10- and 13- year sentences. The commutation of a sentence 

reduction was granted in January 2014.  

 
Gary Harki, Travion Blount gets a chance at freedom after 6 life sentences for Norfolk robbery when he was 
15, THE VIRGINIAN PILOT, May 26, 2017, http://pilotonline.com/news/local/crime/travion-blount-gets-a-

chance-at -freedom-after-life-sentences/article_e1de5c34-1c0d-5200-830e-e40c407c982c.html. 

U 

Orlando 

Ames 

2014 WA Inslee 46 Convicted in 1994 at the age of 27 to life without parole for second degree assault under 

the state’s three-strikes law. Ames held the victim while a juvenile accomplice stole 

items from the victim’s pockets. Prior to the three-strikes law, Ames would have faced 

approximately two years in prison. After serving almost 20 years, Governor Inslee 

granted commutation on November 14, 2014, after recommendation by the state Pardon 

Board. 

 
Austin Jenkins, Another Washington Three-Strikes Offender Wins Clemency Recommendation, NW NEWS 

NETWORK, June 13, 2014, http://nwnewsnetwork.org/post/another-washington-three-strikes-offender-wins-

clemency-recommendation. 

 

Chart, Governor Inslee Clemency & Pardons Board Actions since 2012, 

http://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/BoardRecommendations-20150902.pdf. 

V 

Thurmond 

Berry 

2015 PA Wolf 68 Convicted in 1976 at age 29 to life without parole for being an accomplice in a robbery 

during which someone else killed a bystander. The commutation was granted on 

December 3, 2015 after recommendation in by the Pennsylvania Board of Pardons, 

making him eligible for parole. Berry spent almost 40 years in prison before his eventual 

release. 

 
Laura Benshoff, With commutation, the window to freedom opens a crack for lifers in Pa., NEWSWORKS, 

May 31, 2016, http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/local/philadelphia/94183-with-commutation-the-

window-to-freedom-opens-a-crack-for-lifers-in-pa?_sm_au_=iVVsKLZvDPL1qM6P. 

 

Statistics, Pa. Bd. of Pardons, Lifer Cases Granted a Public Hearing Since the 1997 Constitutional 

Amendment (as of Dec. 13, 2016).  
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Barry Beach 2015 MT Bullock 53 Sentenced to a term of 100-years-without-parole at age 17 for a 1979 murder. Beach has 

long-maintained his innocence on the basis of coerced confession. After spending more 

than 30 years in prison, the commutation was granted on November 20, 2015, resulting 

in his release. 

 
Matt Volz & Matthew Brown, Gov. Bullock frees Barry Beach after 3 decades in prison for murder, THE 

MISSOULIAN, Nov. 20, 2015, http://missoulian.com/news/local/gov-bullock-frees-barry-beach-after-decades-

in-prison-for/article_6f0c5477-7726-5419-9ce5-bca4b01246ae.html?_sm_au_=iVVFQHpZt7j6pVbN. 

 

Text of the Montana executive order granting Barry Beach clemency, INDEP. REC., Nov. 20, 2015, 

http://helenair.com/news/crime-and-courts/text-of-the-montana-executive-order-granting-barry-beach-

clemency/article_7e3f9cbf-4488-56e0-bd01-34e125d97974.html? _sm_au_=iVVFQHpZt7j6pVbN. 

X 

David 

Conyers 

2015 WA Inslee 40 Sentenced in 1995 to a term of life without parole under the state’s three strikes law after 

participating in three robberies with his older brother. He was the youngest person to be 

convicted under the law, at the age of 20. 

 
Clemency and a call for reform for three-strikes law, SEATTLE TIMES, Sep. 16, 2015, 

http://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/clemency-and-a-call-for-reform-for-three-strikes-law/. 

Y 

Louis 

Calderon 

2016 CA Brown 36 Sentenced on April 5, 2000 to a total prison term of 32 years to life for attempted murder 

plus a firearm enhancement. At the age 19, Calderon was present in a car at the time that 

his friend shot the victim. The commutation was granted on December 23, 2016, 

reducing Calderon’s sentence to a total of 22 years to life. 

 
Melanie Mason & Liam Dillon, LA TIMES, Gov. Jerry Brown pardons 112, commutes one sentence in pre-
Christmas tradition, Dec. 23, 2016, http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-

updates-gov-jerry-brown-pardons-112-commutes-1482520745-htmlstory.html 

Z 

Matthew 

Hattley 

2016 NY Cuomo 49 Sentenced in 1992 to a term of 25 years-to-life for second degree murder. The 

commutation was granted by Governor Cuomo on December 30, 2016. 

 
Chris Rowley, Freedom In A Brand New Year? Governor Cites Gunk Journal Writings In Hattley Decision, 

SHAWANGUNK JOURNAL, Jan. 5, 2017, http://www.gunkjournal.com/2017/01/05/news/1701050.html 
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Donnie 

Daniels 

2016 OK Fallin 54 Convicted of drug trafficking in 1997 and sentenced to life without parole under the 

state’s mandatory three strikes law. The commutation providing the opportunity for 

parole was granted in January 2016, following recommendation by the Oklahoma Pardon 

and Parole Board. 

 
Jennifer Palmer, Oklahoma governor commutes sentences for two drug-crime inmates, NEWSOK, Jan. 17, 

2016, http://newsok.com/article/5473071. 

 
Jennifer Palmer, Three commutation requests headed to Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin, NEWSOK, Sep. 28, 

2015, http://newsok.com/article/5449659. 

BB 

Valerie 

Seeley 

2016 NY Cuomo 61 Sentenced in 2001 to 19 years-to-life for second degree murder for killing her live-in, 

abusive boyfriend. The commutation was granted by Governor Cuomo on December 30, 

2016. 

 
Press Release, Office of Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor Cuomo Grants First-Ever Conditional Pardons 

to More than 100 New Yorkers Convicted of Crimes at Ages 16 and 17 (Dec. 30, 2016), 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-grants-first-ever-conditional-pardons-more-100-new-

yorkers-convicted-crimes-ages. 

CC 

Daniel 

Peters 

2016 PA Wolf 51 Sentenced at age 17 to life without parole after accompanying his older brother to rob a 

home where the homeowner later died after a beating that ensued by Peters’ brother. The 

commutation was granted on May 24, 2016 following the January 2016 recommendation 

by the Pennsylvania Board of Pardons. 

 
Samantha Melamed, After decades behind bars, juvenile lifers are released - but to what?, PHILLY.COM, July 

11, 2016, http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20160711 

_After_decades_behind_bars__juvenile_lifers_are_released_-_but_to_what_.html. 

 
Statistics, Pa. Bd. of Pardons, Lifer Cases Granted a Public Hearing Since the 1997 Constitutional 

Amendment (as of Dec. 13, 2016).  
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Judith Clark 2016 NY Cuomo 67 Sentenced on October 6, 1983, to a minimum term of 75 years for driving the getaway 

car in a 1981 robbery that left a guard and two police officers dead. Clark received one of 

the longest sentences of her six co-defendants. The commutation was granted on 

December 30, 2016 by Governor Andrew Cuomo making Clark eligible for parole.  

Governor Cuomo specifically cited Clark’s long sentence and exceptional self-

development.  

 
JUDITH CLARK, http://judithclark.org/ (last visited May 30, 2017). 

 

Eli Rosenberg, Cuomo Commutes Sentence of Judith Clark, Driver in Deadly Bring’s Robbery, NEW YORK 

TIMES, Dec. 30, 2016, https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/30/nyregion/cuomo-commutes-sentence-of-judith-

clark-driver-in-deadly-brinks-robbery.html 

EE 

Daniel 

Wiltse 

2017 CA Brown 54 Sentenced in January 1981 to life without parole at the age of 18 for the crimes of 

murder and conspiracy to commit murder, in arrangement with an acquaintance, who 

was the person to actually carry out the killer. The commutation was granted on April 15, 

2017 making Wiltse’s eligible for a parole hearing. Wiltse earned his GED and a variety 

of certifications while incarcerated and also assisted the prison in designing a 

computerized tracking system. 

 
Michael Watanabe, Gov. Brown commutes sentence for man convicted of stepfather’s 1979 murder in 
Riverside County, THE PRESS ENTERPRISE, Apr. 15, 2017, http://www.pe.com/2017/04/15/gov-brown-

commutes-murder-sentece-pardons-6-in-riverside-san-bernardino-counties/. 

FF 

Kenneth 

Hartman 

2017 CA Brown 56 Sentenced on July 22, 1980 to life-without-parole for robbery and murder at the age of 

19, following an altercation between Hartman, his friend and the victim. The 

commutation was granted on April 15, 2017, making Hartman eligible for parole. 

 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA, COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE FOR KENNETH HARTMAN (April 15, 

2017), https://www.gov.ca.gov/docs/4.15.17_Attested_Pardons_and_Commutations.pdf 
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Susan Russo 2017 CA Brown 62 Sentenced on August 16, 1996 to life-without-parole after she plotted with her boyfriend 

to kill her husband. Russo let two men into her home to kill her husband. The 

commutation was granted by Governor Jerry Brown on April 15, 2017, making Russo 

eligible for parole. 

 
Chueyee Yang, After years of life sentence without parole, Riverdale woman given chance at reprieve, THE 

FRESNO BEE, Apr. 15, 2017, 

http://www.fresnobee.com/news/local/article144870924.html?_sm_au_=iVVsKLZvDPL1qM6P. 

 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA, COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE FOR SUSAN RUSSO (2017). 
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Appendix C: Governors’ Recent Life-Without-Parole Commutations 

EXHIBIT A 

Debra Jenner-Tyler 

South Dakota 
Governor Janklow 

2003
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EXHIBIT B 

Walter Arvinger 

Maryland 
Governor Ehrlich 

2004

C16



C17



C18



C19
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EXHIBIT C 

Shirley Lute 

Missouri 
Governor Holden 

2004
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EXHIBIT D 

Doreen Washington 

Michigan 
Governor Granholm 

2009

C22



C23



C24



C25



C26



Appendix C: Governors’ Recent Life-Without-Parole Commutations 

EXHIBIT E 

Kyleen Hargrave-Thomas 

Michigan 
Governor Granholm 

2008
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EXHIBIT F 

Dante Ferrazza 

Michigan 
Governor Granholm 

2008
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EXHIBIT G

Debra Gindorf 

Illinois 
Governor Quinn 

2009
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EXHIBIT H 

Roosevelt Moore 

Michigan 
Governor Granholm 

2009 
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EXHIBIT I 

Linda Hamilton 

Michigan 
Governor Granholm 

2009
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EXHIBIT J 

Joanne Schmid 

Michigan 
Governor Granholm 

2009
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EXHIBIT K 

Thomas Cress 

Michigan 
Governor Granholm 

2010
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EXHIBIT L 

Al-Kareem Shadeed 

Washington 
Governor Gregoire 

2011
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EXHIBIT M 

Keith O. Smith

Pennsylvania 
Governor Rendell 

2010
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EXHIBIT N 

Tyrone Werts 

Pennsylvania 
Governor Rendell 

2010
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EXHIBIT O 

William Fultz 

Pennsylvania 
Governor Rendell 

2010
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Appendix C: Governors’ Recent Life-Without-Parole Commutations 

EXHIBIT P 

Betty Smithey  

Arizona 
Governor Brewer 

2012
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