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Chairman Raymond Buckley Announces  
Diverse Group of Campaign Co-Chair Leaders 

 
Concord, NH- Today, Chairman of the New Hampshire Democratic Party Raymond 
Buckley announced twelve co-chairs of his re-election campaign. The diverse group of 
Democratic leaders from all over the state shows broad support for the Chairman’s bid 
for a historic 8th term.  
 
Chairman Buckley offered the following statement on the announcement: 
 
“I am honored to have the dedicated support of these fantastic leaders. Our strength 
comes from diverse leadership. By working together and building our grassroots, we will 
continue working to elect Democrats all across the state and make New Hampshire a 
more equitable, sustainable, and just place to live.” 
 
Joining the slate of co-chairs, the following members offered these statements: 
 
Rep. Denny Ruprecht: “I am supporting Ray Buckley because of his decades of 
service to our party. His commitment to our values is unquestionable. His New 
Hampshire bonafides are unparalleled. New Hampshire has turned from a rock-ribbed 
Republican state to a highly competitive purple state and will soon become a blue state. 
Much of our success has been under the leadership of Ray Buckley. Now more than 
ever we need a steady hand on the wheel and continuity, both which will be provided 
once again by Chairman Buckley.” 
 
Mackenzie Murphy: “Chairman Buckley has moved our party forward by empowering 
the grassroots to help elect Democrats up and down the ballot. While that work is never 
done, Ray has helped to engage Democrats in local, town and statewide elections and 
has helped turn New Hampshire from a solid-red state to swing state trending towards 



Democrats. Chairman Buckley’s continued leadership is essential to making that 
happen.” 
 
Rep. Tony Labranche: “I support Ray because I wouldn't be where I am today without 
his leadership. It is because of Ray that I can be an out and proud gay man and serve 
my community as an elected official. Ray was truly a trailblazer. It is because of Ray's 
activism that it is better to be gay today than it was in the past. It is also because of Ray 
that we have been able to turn New Hampshire into a purple and soon to be a blue 
state.” 
 
Mayor Dana Hilliard: “Commitment, dedication, sacrifice, and hope are core values 
that are embodied by our Democratic Party and our leader, Chairman Buckley. Ray has 
dedicated his life to ensuring everyone has a seat at the table. Ray has offered hope 
and inspiration during a time when hate and intolerance were common and has 
continued to do so through persistent organizing throughout our state.” 
 
Ray for NHDP Co-Chairs: 
 
Asma Akbar - Chair of the New Hampshire High School Democrats 
Asma Akbar is a senior at Nashua High School South and Chair of the New Hampshire 
High School Democrats. She became interested in politics at a young age after she met 
Obama, and started to take action in high school. Asma has been a dedicated organizer 
and has committed herself into building youth power in New Hampshire. 
 
Arianna Khan - President of the New Hampshire College Democrats 
Arianna Khan is a Junior at Dartmouth College and President of the New Hampshire 
College Democrats. Right after stepping foot on campus, she began organizing 
students for the 2018 Midterms. She has continued to organize campus, being a strong 
advocate for student voters in New Hampshire. 
 
Rep. Denny Ruprecht - Young Party Leader and State Representative 
Denny Ruprecht is a senior at Plymouth State University and a State Representative. 
Ruprecht was selected as one of just 17 rising Democratic leaders from across the 
country who shared the honor of delivering the Democratic National Convention’s 
second night keynote speech. 
 
Donald Stokes - New Hampshire Young Democrats Executive Board Member 
Donald Stokes is a young and experienced political leader in New Hampshire. After 
graduating Saint Anselm's College in 2017, Stokes has been with numerous 



progressive campaigns and causes, most recently in the role of New Hampshire 
Political Director for Biden for President. 
 
Mackenzie Murphy - Young Democrat Party Leader 
Mackenzie Murphy is a young, progressive activist and Democratic Party leader. 
Murphy, a 23-year-old Merrimack resident, serves on the Merrimack School District 
Budget Committee, the Hillsborough County Democratic Committee, the NH Young 
Democrats Policy and Election Committee, and as the Vice Chair of the Merrimack 
Town Democratic Committee. 
 
Rep. Tony Labranche - Youngest Elected Official in New Hampshire 
Tony Labranche is an 19 year old community activist who has fought for LGBTQ+ 
rights, electoral reform, equitable education funding, and accessible healthcare for all. 
Labranche, who ran for school board in 2019, is the first openly gay individual to be 
elected in Amherst and currently representing the town in the State House as the 
youngest elected official in New Hampshire. 
 
Hassan Essa - Community Activist 
Hassan Essa is a community activist in Manchester. Essa came to Manchester as a 
refugee from Kuwait in 2000, and has dedicated his adult life to giving back to his 
community. Essa has led through example and has shown that public service in all 
forms can help bring our communities together. Hassan ran historic campaigns for 
Alderman in Manchester in 2017 and 2019.  
 
Mayor Dana Hilliard - Mayor of Somersworth 
Dana Hilliard is the Mayor of Somersworth and was the first openly gay Mayor in New 
Hampshrie History. A graduate of Somersworth high school, Hilliard entered public 
service when he was 20 and has been in public service ever since. Hilliard is a “Pink 
Triangle'' award winner from the University of New Hampshire, celebrating his 
commitment to diversity and civil rights. Mayor Hilliard is also an award winning teacher 
and school administrator and is currently the Somersworth Middle School Principal.  
 
Mayor Andrew Hosmer - Mayor of Laconia 
Andrew Hosmer is the current Mayor of Laconia and a former State Senator from the 
Lakes Region. Hosmer, a Democrat in a traditionally deep Republican region, has 
shown electoral strength through coalition building and bringing people together. 
Additionally, Hosmer is a founder of a non-profit recovery center for those suffering from 
substance misuse in the Lakes Region. 
 
 



Senator Cindy Rosenwald - Deputy Democratic Leader in the NH Senate 
Cindy Rosenwald is the Deputy Democratic Leader in the New Hampshire Senate and 
represents six of Nashua’s nine wards in the New Hampshire State Senate. Prior to 
serving in the Senate, Rosenwald spent 14 years in the New Hampshire House. 
Rosenwald has long been a stalwart member of Democratic leadership in the state and 
helped craft the bipartisan Medicaid expansion deal. 
 
Rep. Donovan Fenton - Young Party Leader and State Representative 
Donovan Fenton is a young State Representative serving Keene Ward 5 in the State 
House. In the legislature, Fenton has worked on making New Hampshire a more 
welcoming place for young people and has made issues like LGBTQ rights, a living 
wage, and mental health treatment a priority. 
 
Paul Robitaille - Former Coos County Democratic Committee Chair 
Paul Robitaille is a Democratic leader in the North Country and the former longstanding 
Coos County Democratic Committee Chair. Robitaille sits on the board of directors for 
the  North Country Council, a community planning and development board for the 
region. Robitaille has a unique understanding of what it takes for Democrats to win in 
the North Country and has used that perspective to lift up progressive voices in the 
region. 
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