
ARTICLE 7 1 
Wildlife Rehabilitators, Wildlife Educators, and Wildlife Exhibitors 2 

 3 
(Statutory Authority: S.C. Code Section 50-17-110) 4 
 5 
123-700 Wildlife Rehabilitation Standards 6 

A) Receipt of animals 7 
1. Permittees may capture orphaned, sick, or injured animals themselves or receive animals 8 

from others for purposes of rehabilitation. 9 
2. Permittees may not import or accept mammals for rehabilitation from outside South 10 

Carolina except as allowed by the Department by special importation permit. 11 
3. The Department shall be notified immediately of the receipt of a threatened or endangered 12 

species. 13 
4. Permittees must record the date of receipt for each animal given to or taken in by the 14 

permitted facility on forms provided by the Department. 15 
5. Permittees must maintain receiving receipt records of each animal in the facility and report 16 

to the Department annually as prescribed on forms provided by the Department. 17 
B) Rehabilitation Care 18 

1. Animals being rehabilitated shall have contact with the permittee or designated in-shelter 19 
assistants only to the extent necessary for adequate care and treatment. Under no 20 
circumstances shall animals be habituated to humans, tamed, used as pets, or used in 21 
inappropriate ways as determined by the Department. 22 

2. Mammals being rehabilitated may be housed in the same primary enclosure or holding pen 23 
only with others of the same species. 24 

3. Public exhibition of animals being rehabilitated is prohibited. 25 
4. Transfers of animals being rehabilitated may be made to other permit holders when: 26 

i. the permitted facility is incapable of providing appropriate rehabilitation due to lack of 27 
space or expertise; or 28 

ii. in the judgment of the permittee after discussion with the permittee's veterinarian 29 
consultant, it is determined that a transfer would result in improved care of the animal; 30 
and 31 

iii. it is determined by the permittee that the permit holder to whom the transfer is being 32 
made is authorized to possess the animals being transferred. 33 

5. Costs incurred by the permittee for rehabilitation activities shall be the responsibility of the 34 
permittee only. Permittees may not charge a fee for rehabilitating animals. The provisions of 35 
this item do not apply to licensed veterinarians. 36 

6. Permittees may not delegate to others the authority granted by their permit except that 37 
permittees may designate others as in-shelter assistants or volunteers as described in parts 38 
50-17-10, et seq., and to assist with the care and feeding of animals on the premises of the 39 
permittee and under the direct supervision of the permittee when outside of the premises. 40 
Treatment of injured and sick animals may not be delegated to other persons other than a 41 
veterinarian. 42 

C) Release of animals 43 
1. When, in the judgment of the permittee, after discussion with the Department or 44 

permittee's veterinarian consultant, an injured or sick animal has sufficiently recovered, or 45 
an orphaned animal is matured to the point where it has a reasonable chance to survive in 46 
the wild, the animal shall be released immediately in suitable habitat as near to the point 47 
where the animal was captured as practical. 48 



2. Rehabilitated animals are not to be transported across state lines for release or for any 49 
other purposes unless expressly authorized by the Department and the receiving state. 50 

3. When authorized by the Department, animals that are not sufficiently recovered from 51 
injuries or illnesses, or are not otherwise ready for release prior to the onset of cold weather 52 
in the fall, may be kept over winter and released in the spring. 53 

D) Disposition of non-releasable animals 54 
1. When, in the judgment of the permittee, and on advice of the Department or veterinarian 55 

consultant, an injured, sick, or orphaned animal is incapable of surviving if released to the 56 
wild, the animal must be: 57 
i. humanely euthanized under the direction of the veterinarian consultant 58 
ii. or transferred as directed by the Department. 59 

2. The use of non-releasable animals for scientific, educational, or exhibition purposes is 60 
allowed only under separate permit from the Department. 61 

3. Euthanizing shall be done by the most humane means possible by either the permittee or 62 
veterinarian consultant and only by methods specifically prescribed by the veterinarian 63 
consultant according to criteria established by the American Veterinary Medical Association 64 
or the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association. 65 

4. Except where it is necessary to relieve immediate pain, and in cases where recovery is highly 66 
unlikely, threatened or endangered species may be euthanized only on express approval of 67 
the Department. 68 

5. Animals that die of natural causes or that are euthanized must be buried, incinerated, 69 
rendered, or turned over to a person or institution that possesses a valid salvage permit 70 
from the department and, in the case of migratory birds, a valid federal salvage permit. 71 
Threatened or endangered species or any parts thereof shall be disposed of only at the 72 
direction of the Department. 73 

6. Live or dead animals or any parts thereof shall not be sold, bartered, or given away. 74 
E) Death of rabies vector species must be reported to the Department of Health and 75 

Environmental Control when: 76 
1. an otherwise apparently uninjured rabies vector species dies and this animal was brought in 77 

to the facility by a private individual; or 78 
2. death was preceded by behavior consistent with rabies symptoms including lethargy, 79 

weakness, seizures, unprovoked biting, self-mutilation, hydrophobia, incoordination, 80 
trembling, drooling or foaming of the mouth, or recent behavioral changes. 81 

 82 
123-701 Wildlife Rehabilitation Facilities and Operating Standards 83 

A) Separation of animal facilities from humans.  84 
1. Except as required for the care provider to feed, water, and exercise animals, indoor and 85 

outdoor facilities, cages, pens, enclosures, or other areas must be sufficiently separated and 86 
protected from pets and from human living or work space to prevent human contact with 87 
animals.  88 

2. Animals must be kept in separate facilities at all times except when removal is necessary for 89 
veterinary care, transfer to another licensed rehabilitator, or released to the wild. 90 

B) Size, construction.  91 
1. The facility must be constructed of a material and strength that is appropriate for the 92 

animals being housed.  93 
2. The housing facilities shall be structurally sound and shall be maintained in good repair to 94 

protect the animals from injury and to prevent escape.  95 



3. Enclosures shall be constructed and maintained to provide sufficient space to allow each 96 
animal to make normal postural and social adjustments with adequate freedom of 97 
movement. Inadequate space may be indicated by evidence of malnutrition, poor condition, 98 
debility, stress, or abnormal behavior patterns.  99 

4. Guidelines for space requirements for various species are listed in the Minimum Standards 100 
for Wildlife Rehabilitation manual, fourth edition, 2012, produced by the International 101 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council and the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association. Other 102 
innovative spacing or design may be acceptable with prior approval of the Department. 103 

5. Adequate potable water shall be available on the premises with reliable and adequate 104 
electric power if required to comply with other provisions of the permit. 105 

C) Sanitation.  106 
1. Provisions shall be made for the removal and disposal of animal and food wastes, bedding, 107 

dead animals, trash, and debris.  108 
2. Disposal facilities shall be provided and operated to minimize vermin infestation, odors, and 109 

disease hazards. Permittees shall comply with all applicable laws pertaining to disposal.  110 
3. A suitable sanitary method shall be provided to rapidly eliminate excess water from indoor 111 

housing facilities. If drains are used, they shall be properly constructed and installed to 112 
prevent any backup of sewage and kept in good repair to avoid foul odors. 113 

D) Indoor housing facilities.  114 
1. Temperature in indoor housing facilities shall be sufficiently regulated by heating or cooling 115 

to protect the animals from the extremes of temperature, to provide for their health, and to 116 
prevent their discomfort. The ambient temperature shall not be allowed to fall below nor 117 
rise above temperatures compatible with the health and comfort of the animal. 118 

2. Indoor housing facilities shall be adequately ventilated by natural or mechanical means to 119 
provide for the health and to prevent discomfort of the animals at all times. The facilities 120 
shall be provided with fresh air either by means of windows, doors, vents, fans, or air 121 
conditioning, and shall be ventilated to minimize drafts, odors, and moisture condensation. 122 

3. Indoor housing facilities shall have ample lighting, by natural or artificial means, or both, of 123 
good quality, distribution, and duration as appropriate for the species involved. The lighting 124 
shall be uniformly distributed and of sufficient intensity to permit routine inspection and 125 
cleaning. Lighting of primary enclosures shall be designed to protect the animals from 126 
excessive illumination. 127 

E) Outdoor housing facilities.  128 
1. When sunlight is likely to cause overheating or discomfort of the animals, sufficient shade 129 

by natural or artificial means shall be provided to allow all animals kept outdoors to protect 130 
themselves from direct sunlight.  131 

2. Natural or artificial shelter appropriate to local climatic conditions for the species concerned 132 
shall be provided for all animals kept outdoors to afford them protection and to prevent 133 
discomfort to the animals. Individual animals shall be acclimated before they are exposed to 134 
the extremes of weather. 135 

F) Animal Care and husbandry 136 
1. Feeding 137 

i. Dietary guidelines for various species shall be provided by the Department. The food 138 
shall be wholesome, palatable, and free from contamination and of sufficient quantity 139 
and nutritive value to maintain all animals in good health. The diet shall be prepared 140 
with consideration of the age, species, condition, size, and type of the animal. Animals 141 
shall be fed at least once a day except as dictated by hibernation, veterinary treatment, 142 
normal fasts, or other professionally accepted practices. 143 



ii. Food and food receptacles, if used, shall be sufficient in quantity, accessible to all 144 
animals in the enclosure, and placed to minimize contamination. Food receptacles shall 145 
be kept clean and sanitary at all times. If self-feeders are used, adequate measures shall 146 
be taken to prevent molding, contamination, and deterioration or caking of food. 147 

2. Watering.   148 
i. If potable water is not accessible to the animals at all times, it must be provided as often 149 

as necessary for the health and comfort of the animal.  150 
ii. Frequency of watering shall depend upon age, species condition, size, and type of the 151 

animal.  152 
iii. Water receptacles shall be kept clean and sanitary. 153 

3. Sanitation.  154 
i. Excreta shall be removed from primary enclosures as often as necessary to prevent 155 

contamination of the animals contained in the enclosures, to minimize disease hazards, 156 
and to reduce odors. When enclosures are cleaned by hosing or flushing, adequate 157 
measures shall be taken to protect the animals confined in the enclosures from being 158 
directly sprayed with the stream of water or wetted involuntarily.  159 

ii. Subsequent to the presence of an animal with an infectious or transmissible disease, 160 
cages, rooms, and hard-surfaced pens or runs shall be sanitized either by washing them 161 
with hot water, 180 degrees Fahrenheit at source, and soap or detergent, as in a 162 
mechanical washer, or by washing all soiled surfaces with a detergent solution followed 163 
by a safe and effective disinfectant, or by cleaning all soiled surfaces with saturated live 164 
steam under pressure. Pens or runs using gravel, sand, or dirt shall be sanitized when 165 
necessary as directed by the consulting veterinarian or must be replaced when it can no 166 
longer be sufficiently cleaned.  167 

iii. Areas in which animals are kept shall be kept clean and in good repair to protect the 168 
animals from injury and to facilitate the prescribed husbandry practices in this 169 
regulation. Accumulations of trash shall be placed in designated areas and cleared as 170 
necessary to protect the health of the animals.  171 

iv. A safe and effective program for the control of insects; ectoparasites, such as flies, ticks, 172 
and fleas; and avian and mammalian pests shall be established and maintained. 173 

4. Veterinary care.  174 
i. Programs of disease prevention and parasite control, euthanasia, and adequate 175 

veterinary care shall be established and maintained under the supervision of the 176 
permittee's veterinarian consultant.  177 

ii. The pest control program shall be reviewed by the veterinarian adviser for the safe use 178 
of materials and methods. 179 

iii. Animals shall be observed at least once every day by the person in charge of the care of 180 
the animals or by a designated in-shelter assistant working under the permittee's direct 181 
supervision.  182 

iv. Sick, diseased, stressed, injured, or lame animals that are determined to be non-183 
releasable shall be dealt with according to 123-700 (D). 184 

5. Handling.  185 
i. Handling of animals shall be kept to a minimum, but when necessary shall be done 186 

expeditiously and carefully in a way that does not cause unnecessary discomfort, 187 
behavioral stress, or physical harm to the animal or harm to the handler.  188 

ii. Human contact with animals being rehabilitated shall be kept to an absolute minimum. 189 
G) Disclaimer of liability 190 



1. Any rehabilitation permit issued under 50-17-10 et seq., is permissive only and no liability 191 
shall be incurred by the state or any of its officers, agents, or employees by reason of the 192 
issuance of a rehabilitation permit or by reason of any acts or operations of the permittee or 193 
any wildlife in possession of the permittee.  194 

2. A rehabilitation permittee shall be solely responsible for damage or injury to persons, 195 
domestic or wild animals, and real or personal property of any kind, resulting from any 196 
activities undertaken pursuant to the permit. 197 

3. The Department is not liable for any actions taken, including seizing or destroying held or 198 
escaped wildlife, if the safety of the public or the state’s wildlife is at risk from any wildlife 199 
contained in or escaped from a rehabilitation facility. 200 

 201 
123-702 Wildlife Education and Exhibitor Standards 202 

A) Definitions: 203 
1. “Public educational or exhibition” means any display of wildlife to the public; 204 
2. “Traveling zoo or circus” means any display or exhibit of wildlife, alone or in combination 205 

with domestic animals, which does not remain in any one county for more than one month 206 
at a time, nor make consecutive engagements at the same location. 207 

3. “Pet shop” means any commercial business venture where animals are displayed for the 208 
purpose of sale. 209 

B) These regulations shall apply to the care and treatment of all living captive wildlife used for 210 
public educational or exhibition purposes in connection with any non-profit or commercial 211 
enterprise, excluding displays owned by any municipality, county, or the state, any publicly 212 
owned zoo or wildlife exhibit, any privately owned traveling zoo or circus, or any pet shop. 213 

C) Origin of captive wildlife. 214 
1. All wildlife used for educational or wildlife exhibition purposes must be obtained from legal 215 

sources as determined by the Department. 216 
2. Permittee must disclose source of captive wildlife on the permit application. 217 
3. Permittee must obtain an importation permit issued by the Department before bringing any 218 

wildlife into the state for any purpose. 219 
D) Captive wildlife holding requirements.  220 

1. The facility must be constructed of a material and strength that is appropriate for the 221 
animals involved.  222 

2. The housing facilities shall be structurally sound and shall be maintained in good repair to 223 
protect the animals from injury and to contain the animals.  224 

3. Enclosures shall be constructed and maintained to provide sufficient space to allow each 225 
animal to make normal postural and social adjustments with adequate freedom of 226 
movement. Inadequate space may be indicated by evidence of malnutrition, poor condition, 227 
debility, stress, or abnormal behavior patterns.  228 

4. Guidelines for space requirements for various species shall be provided by the Department. 229 
5. Adequate potable water shall be available on the premises with reliable and adequate 230 

electric power if required to comply with other provisions of the permit. 231 
E) Sanitation.  232 

1. Provisions shall be made for the removal and disposal of animal and food wastes, bedding, 233 
dead animals, trash, and debris.  234 

2. Disposal facilities shall be provided and operated to minimize vermin infestation, odors, and 235 
disease hazards. Permittees shall comply with all applicable laws pertaining to disposal.  236 



3. A suitable sanitary method shall be provided to rapidly eliminate excess water from indoor 237 
housing facilities. If drains are used, they shall be properly constructed and installed to 238 
prevent any backup of sewage and kept in good repair to avoid foul odors. 239 

F) Indoor facilities.  240 
1. Temperature in indoor housing facilities shall be sufficiently regulated by heating or cooling 241 

to protect the animals from the extremes of temperature, to provide for their health, and to 242 
prevent their discomfort. The ambient temperature shall not be allowed to fall below nor 243 
rise above temperatures compatible with the health and comfort of the animal. 244 

2. Indoor housing facilities shall be adequately ventilated by natural or mechanical means to 245 
provide for the health and to prevent discomfort of the animals at all times. The facilities 246 
shall be provided with fresh air either by means of windows, doors, vents, fans, or air 247 
conditioning, and shall be ventilated to minimize drafts, odors, and moisture condensation. 248 

3. Indoor housing facilities shall have ample lighting, by natural or artificial means, or both, of 249 
good quality, distribution, and duration as appropriate for the species involved. The lighting 250 
shall be uniformly distributed and of sufficient intensity to permit routine inspection and 251 
cleaning. Lighting of primary enclosures shall be designed to protect the animals from 252 
excessive illumination. 253 

G) Outdoor facilities.  254 
1. When sunlight is likely to cause overheating or discomfort of the animals, sufficient shade 255 

by natural or artificial means shall be provided to allow all animals kept outdoors to protect 256 
themselves from direct sunlight.  257 

2. Natural or artificial shelter appropriate to local climatic conditions for the species concerned 258 
shall be provided for all animals kept outdoors to afford them protection and to prevent 259 
discomfort to the animals. Individual animals shall be acclimated before they are exposed to 260 
the extremes of weather. 261 

H) Animal Care and husbandry 262 
1. Feeding 263 

i. Food shall be wholesome, palatable, and free from contamination and of sufficient 264 
quantity and nutritive value to maintain all animals in good health. The diet shall be 265 
prepared with consideration of the age, species, condition, size, and type of the animal. 266 
Animals shall be fed at least once a day except as dictated by hibernation, veterinary 267 
treatment, normal fasts, or other professionally accepted practices. 268 

ii. Food and food receptacles, if used, shall be sufficient in quantity, accessible to all 269 
animals in the enclosure, and placed to minimize contamination. Food receptacles shall 270 
be kept clean and sanitary at all times. If self-feeders are used, adequate measures shall 271 
be taken to prevent molding, contamination, and deterioration or caking of food. 272 

2. Watering.   273 
i. If potable water is not accessible at all times, it must be provided as often as necessary 274 

for the health and comfort of the animal.  275 
ii. Frequency of watering shall depend upon age, species condition, size, and type of 276 

animal.  277 
iii. Water receptacles shall be kept clean and sanitary. 278 

3. Sanitation.  279 
i. Excreta shall be removed from primary enclosures as often as necessary to prevent 280 

contamination of the captive wildlife contained in the enclosures, to minimize disease 281 
hazards, and to reduce odors. When enclosures are cleaned by hosing or flushing, 282 
adequate measures shall be taken to protect the captive wildlife from being directly 283 
sprayed with the stream of water or wetted involuntarily.  284 



ii. Subsequent to the presence of an animal with an infectious or transmissible disease, 285 
cages, rooms, and hard-surfaced pens or runs shall be sanitized either by washing them 286 
with hot water, 180 degrees Fahrenheit at source, and soap or detergent, as in a 287 
mechanical washer, or by washing all soiled surfaces with a detergent solution followed 288 
by a safe and effective disinfectant, or by cleaning all soiled surfaces with saturated live 289 
steam under pressure. Pens or runs using gravel, sand, or dirt shall be sanitized when 290 
necessary as directed by the consullting veterinarian.  291 

iii. Areas in which captive wildlife are kept shall be kept clean and in good repair to protect 292 
the animals from injury and to facilitate the prescribed husbandry practices in this 293 
regulation. Accumulations of trash shall be placed in designated areas and cleared as 294 
necessary to protect the health of the animals.  295 

iv. A safe and effective program for the control of insects; ectoparasites, such as flies, ticks, 296 
and fleas; and avian and mammalian pests shall be established and maintained. 297 

4. Veterinary care.  298 
i. If the applicant or employee does not have such knowledge, the applicant may arrange 299 

for a regular annual visit to the display and housing facility by a licensed veterinarian 300 
who shall certify by mail to the Department on forms provided, that to the best of the 301 
veterinarian's knowledge, all requirements of the permit are being complied with and 302 
that any suggestions that the veterinarian could make to substantially improve the living 303 
conditions within the general limits of said permit are being or have been accomplished. 304 

ii. Programs of disease prevention and parasite control, euthanasia, and adequate 305 
veterinary care shall be established and maintained under the supervision of the 306 
permittee's veterinarian consultant.  307 

iii. Captive wildlife shall be observed at least once every day by the person in charge of the 308 
care of the animals or by a designated assistant working under the permittee's direct 309 
supervision.  310 

iv. Sick or diseased, stressed, injured, or lame animals shall be provided with veterinary 311 
care or humanely destroyed. 312 

5. Handling.  313 
i. Handling of animals shall be done carefully in a way that does not cause unnecessary 314 

discomfort, behavioral stress, or physical harm to the animal or harm to the handler.  315 
ii. Except for the permittee, public contact with rabies vector species as defined in Title 50 316 

is prohibited. 317 
iii. During display to the public, animals must be handled so there is minimal risk to the 318 

public and the wildlife being used for display. 319 
6. Wildlife educators are required to participate in wildlife educational programs regularly 320 

given to and involving the public as a condition for possessing wildlife, and must report their 321 
annual educational activities on forms provided by the Department.  These programs must 322 
be educational in nature and purpose.  Failure to document bona fide educational activities 323 
or provide other supporting documentation is grounds for revocation of any wildlife 324 
education permits and seizure of any protected wildlife in the permittee’s possession. 325 
 326 

123-703 Wildlife Research standards 327 
A) Qualifications for conducting wildlife research: 328 

1. educational degree in a field of study consistent with conducting valid wildlife research 329 
based on the research proposal; 330 

2. experience that demonstrates sufficient knowledge of the wildlife listed in the research 331 
proposal, as determined by the Department; 332 



3. a party performing wildlife research under a contract or agreement with the Department; 333 
4. a Certified Wildlife Biologist of The Wildlife Society; or 334 
5. an employee of a Local, State, or Federal Natural Resources Agency operating in their official 335 

capacity. 336 
B) Wildlife research proposals must contain the following to be considered for a permit to conduct 337 

wildlife research: 338 
1. title of proposal; 339 
2. principal investigator(s); 340 
3. qualifications of principal investigator(s) or other research personnel; 341 
4. species being studied, if not listed in the title; 342 
5. Purpose, need, or intent of the research; 343 
6. objectives; 344 
7. methods, to include how wildlife will be captured and handled; 345 
8. duration and timeline; and 346 
9. any required permit fees. 347 

C) Deviations from the proposed wildlife research 348 
1. Any significant changes to a permitted wildlife research project must be described in writing 349 

to the Department before the research will be allowed to begin or continue. 350 
2.  The Department reserves the right to suspend or revoke any wildlife research permit if: 351 

i. the Department has not been notified of any significant changes to the research or 352 
research methods; 353 

ii. the research methods result in unnecessary take of wildlife in any manner, as 354 
determined by the Department, and not described in the research proposal; 355 

iii. wildlife being handled in a manner inconsistent with bona-fide professional research; 356 
iv. the research is not being conducted consistent with the approved research proposal; 357 
v. traps or capture devices are not being checked as required by the proposal, or if not 358 

otherwise described, checked daily; 359 
vi. captured animals are not being removed from traps or capture devices daily unless such 360 

activity is described as part of the research proposal; 361 
vii. the wildlife research activity causes significant damage, in any manner as determined by 362 

the Department, to any Wildlife Management Area or any Departmental property due 363 
to negligence or carelessness of persons conducting the research; or 364 

viii. research personnel exhibiting conduct or actions detrimental to the Department.  365 
D) The Department reserves the right to stop any wildlife research, at its discretion, on any Wildlife 366 

Management Area regardless of whether or not a permit is required by 50-17-10, et seq.  367 
 368 

 369 
Do we need to have something for registered animals? 370 


