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Robert E. Richardson, President 

rerichardson1@gmail.com 

(513) 375-2353  

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The following joint resolution of the CINCINNATI NAACP, CINCINNATI BLACK UNITED FRONT, OFFICE OF 
HUMAN RELATIONS, GREATER CINCINNATI NATIONAL ACTION NETWORK, SENTINELS POLICE ASSOCIATION, 
URBAN LEAGUE OF SOUTHWESTERN OHIO, AMOS PROJECT and BAPTIST MINISTERS CONFERENCE OF 
CINCINNATI collectively demand accountability for the rogue actions and divisive rhetoric of Fraternal Order of 
Police (FOP) Queen City Lodge #69 President Dan Hils.   

WHEREAS on August 8, 2017, Cincinnati Police Department (CPD) Officers Lawrence Johnson and Richard 
Sullivan used excessive force when they deployed their tasers against two African American men without first 
attempting de-escalation or arrest;  

WHEREAS this was a clear violation of policy captured by Body Worn Cameras (BWC) and subsequently reported 
by local media;  

WHEREAS a complaint was filed by the two African American male citizens with the Citizens Complaint Authority 
(CCA) and a hearing was scheduled for review; 

WHEREAS FOP President Hils made an unprecedented request for a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) from 
Prosecutor Joe Deters to prevent the review scheduled by the CCA in order to secure the two citizens’ 
convictions before the body camera footage was reviewed;  

WHEREAS this was an effort to undermine the review process outlined in the Collaborative Agreement;  

WHEREAS FOP President Hils has also made derogatory comments about a superior African American CPD 
Officer (Lt. Danita Pettis);  

WHEREAS Hils comments were regarding an arrest over 20 years ago;  

WHEREAS Hils comments revealed details from records that had been properly sealed and expunged; 

WHEREAS Hils comments violated ORC 2953.55 Section (B) and constituted a misdemeanor because he divulged 
confidential information while disparaging Lt. Pettis;  

WHEREAS Dan Hils encouraged CPD officers to violate CPD policy on Body Worn Cameras, by urging officers to 
record their roll calls; and 

WHEREAS Dan Hils made disparaging comments to the officers at roll call stating “you already have it tough in 
an urban ghetto environment” which further divided officers and was polarizing to many of the dues paying 
members he is bound by contract to represent; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, The City of Cincinnati set the tone at the top and address the detrimental actions of FOP President 
Hils in his attempts to undermine policies of the Collaborative Agreement and bias-free policing with his  
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repeated derogatory statements and actions. Dan Hils is under the authority of the CPD and therefore the City 
of Cincinnati and Hils must be held accountable. He has attempted to create a hostile work environment by 
telling officers to violate procedure while he was in the work place under the guise of union business. He has 
violated state law by revealing details of expunged and sealed records. Dan Hils’ abuse and misuse of his 
position is unacceptable. We ask that corrective disciplinary action be taken, and that clear policy and protocols 
be put in place when union officials make visits to the workplace for purposes of representation, and that Dan 
Hils receive implicit bias training that meets the requirements mutually agreed to by the City of Cincinnati and 
parties to this resolution. 
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