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Dear City Council Members and Mayor Steinberg 
 
Actions based on compassion can lead to tragedy and unintended consequences.   
 
Today, you are considering a plan that will lay the foundation for a skid row that will bring new levels of 
human suffering in all dimensions to Sacramento’s entire X Street Corridor.  As the owner of two properties 
and a professional business on this corridor 1 I can only, at this time, plead for reason.  To try to address the 
human crisis of homelessness by institutionalizing it on what seems to be a forgotten edge of our City may be 
based on compassion, but it portends tragedy. 
 
As the Architect of iconic Sacramento developments like the Warehouse Artist lofts and the Globe Mills 
housing complex, I am professionally responsible for articulating a clear vision of how what is done today 
will function and perform in the future.  Studies 2 as well as professional experience make me confident in 
predicting that the current impacts of homelessness that I and other business and property owners are 
assaulted with daily on X Street will dramatically increase by making this corridor the primary focus for 
homeless support in our City.   The current plan does not consider data which shows that significant crime 
impacts extend a radius of 4 blocks from shelters.  With the new additions to the already impacted X Street 
Corridor we will have a disproportionate continuum here of adverse impacts.  For business and property 
owners like myself, I shudder to consider a 10-fold magnification of the present bad conditions, especially 
when those citizens unfortunate enough to be located here are essentially alone in facing this onslaught.   
 
I can only plead that you reflect to bring logic and compassion full circle to include consideration of those 
who pay taxes, provide jobs, and follow rules of common decency and law.  Those of us here now already are 
in serious need of a clear and simple avenue to ask for meaningful help when we find ourselves threatened 
and our properties vandalized, looted, and contaminated in broad daylight.   We already are in dire need of an 
open and responsive line to call for assistance with existing conditions – let alone what lies ahead if this 
intensification of shelters here proceeds.   
 
You all know the definition of doing more and more of the same things while expecting different outcomes.   
Please do not add more shelters to the already impacted X Street Corridor.  If you do go forward with this ill-
considered plan, please at least give us a lifeline we can reach out to grab when we find ourselves drowning 
from adverse consequences of your actions today. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Michael F. Malinowski FAIA 
President, Applied Architecture Inc, 2550 X Street 
 

                                                 
1 2550 X Applied Architecture Inc; 2320 and 2322 X Street Lofts 
2 https://crim.sas.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/Ridgeway_Effect%20of%20Emergency%20Shelters‐
v5_1.2.2018.pdfv5_1.2.2018.pdf 
 


