
 
 
 
For more Information: 
Chris Thompson 
262-781-3030 ext. 1163 
thompsoc@elmbrookschools.org 
  
Dr. Mark Hansen, Superintendent of the School District of Elmbrook, today issued the following 
statement at 8:30 AM on April 9, 2019: 
 
Early on the morning of April 1, I received an email from a graduate of the School District of 
Elmbrook alleging that a male teacher and coach who retired in 2002 had sexually assaulted 
her when she was a student during the 1980’s.  Based on the very serious nature of the 
allegations, this matter was given immediate attention and action. As a lifelong educator, I was 
saddened and disgusted by what I read and was stunned that someone would use their position 
to perpetrate such terrible acts.  
 
After I reviewed the email, I notified our School Board President Kathryn Wilson and shared with 
her the contents of the email.  Board President Wilson and I agreed that we should promptly 
alert local law enforcement to this development, and I then contacted the Brookfield Police 
Department.  Later Monday morning, I met with an officer from the City of Brookfield Police 
Department and shared the information we had. We also reviewed the former teacher’s 
personnel file and provided that to the police.  Further, based on information contained in the 
former student’s email to me, the District initiated a search of its IT systems to determine if there 
were any communications between the former employee and the victim. We were able to 
retrieve what appear to be relevant documents, and we have shared those documents with the 
police department as well.  That same day, we also alerted our full school board. 
  
Because the person named by the former student was most recently a substitute teacher and 
worked at some athletic events in the district, we suspended his employment, disabled his 
network and email access and ordered him to remain off any school district property until further 
notice.  This notification was sent early in the afternoon on April 1st. 
  
Based on our review and the information we have, the facts are not in dispute.  Our internal 
investigation and a review of old emails have resulted in preliminary findings that are crystal 
clear, and that is that Mr. Gary Blaschke, a 30 year plus veteran teacher in the Elmbrook system 
at Burleigh Middle School (early 1970s-to the mid 1980s) and Brookfield East High School 
(1985-2002), over the course of several years repeatedly sexually abused a minor student of 
the district in the 1980’s. 
  
This news leaves me and the entire School Board very angry.  I also am saddened, but most 
importantly, I am sorry.  From the moment I first read about this on Monday, April 1, we have 



 
 
 
worked tirelessly on this issue as part of our commitment to do the right thing.  The evidence 
available now shows that the facts are not in dispute.  I am sickened by these facts, and to the 
victim, I express our sincere apologies because our organization failed you. 
 
In addition to our internal investigation, on April 2nd, the School District of Elmbrook's Board of 
Education met in executive session and directed the administration to conduct a thorough 
investigation through an independent investigator.  The independent investigator immediately 
began his work and delivered a preliminary report to the Board of Education in executive 
session last night. The preliminary finding of the independent investigator confirms the victim's 
allegation that Mr. Gary Blaschke sexually assaulted her repeatedly. This is not in dispute. 
These findings tarnish our district, and because we failed this student, we have to take 
responsibility for our former employee’s actions. 
  
Earlier this morning, we sent information about this to nearly 35,000 people, including graduates 
we have in our alumni database and our current families, through our school district notification 
system. We also briefed current district staff who work in buildings where Mr. Blaschke worked 
in the past in a series of special meetings this morning.  We encourage all the recipients to pass 
this information along to individuals we may have missed so we can determine if there are other 
victims. We have no information indicating there were other incidents, but we have an obligation 
to ask and inquire to make sure we look at all possibilities. 
 
We are asking that if anyone was harmed by Mr. Gary Blaschke's terrible actions or if someone 
has additional information that will assist law enforcement and/or the school district in 
determining the full scope of Mr. Blaschke's conduct, please contact me at 262-373-6606 or 
Detective Jennifer Toepfer from the Brookfield Police Department at 262-787-3614. 
  
The District has very strict and clear written policies in place that outline appropriate and 
inappropriate conduct and relationships between students and staff.  There is no question that 
this is an extremely egregious violation of our standards, expectations and the bond of trust that 
we expect from all teachers and staff.  It also may well be a serious criminal act, and we pledge 
our full support and cooperation as law enforcement and potentially the courts pursue this 
matter. 
  
We have communicated to the victim that she has our full support. We commend her for her 
bravery in coming forward, and we can only imagine the courage and strength required to reach 
out and share this horrendous story.  We stand ready to provide whatever appropriate 
assistance she thinks would be helpful to support and assist in her recovery.  Further, we will 
make counselors available to students and staff who want to talk with experts in this field, and 
we are prepared to share support resources with any alumni or others who may be impacted by 
this set of circumstances or other related behaviors. 



 
 
 
  
Lastly, as our outside, independent investigation continues his broad investigation of 
compliance on rules that govern existing staff and student relationships, we urge everyone to 
cooperate and be a part of this important discussion.  We are reaching out to alumni, former 
staff, community leaders, ex-Board members and others as part of our effort to learn if there are 
other issues and determine if there are additional steps we can and should take. 
  
Frankly, this is not the finest hour for the Elmbrook School District.  However, we cannot let that 
stop us from the important work we must do.  We must continue to operate our schools and 
educate our students, and the fact is how we respond to this circumstance will teach us a lot 
about who we are and how we want to be judged. While educating our students, we must deal 
with this harsh discovery.  
 
That means letting law enforcement and the court system work through their normal processes. 
It means we must support the victim in whatever ways we can. 
  
It means we also need to help make sure the independent investigation is thorough and 
far-reaching so that if there are other incidents that we need to know about, let’s find out about 
them now. Let’s take the hard and detailed look that will probably be painful, but let’s have this 
be the time we can point back to years from now and say as terrible as the circumstances were, 
we did the right thing and took the right actions.  
 
Yesterday afternoon the Board of Education directed the administration to petition the 
Department of Public Instruction to revoke Mr. Blaschke’s teaching license and to work with 
legal counsel to analyze and consider any and all legal claims against Gary Blaschke.  This 
work has started already. 
  
Again, we are asking that if anyone was harmed by Mr. Gary Blaschke's terrible actions or if 
someone has additional information that will assist law enforcement and/or the school district in 
determining the full scope of Mr. Blaschke's conduct, please contact me at 262-373-6606 or 
Detective Jennifer Toepfer from the Brookfield Police Department at 262-787-3614. 
 
While we work through this effort and provide access to community resources for survivors of 
sexual abuse I once again say to the victim, I am sorry. 
 
 


