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Today, Mississippi Solicitor General Scott Stewart delivered the following prepared remarks 
at the U.S. Supreme Court in the case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization:

Excerpts from Prepared Remarks

 Mr. Chief Justice and may it please the Court. 

 Roe versus Wade and Planned Parenthood versus Casey haunt our country.

 They have no basis in the Constitution. They have no home in our history or traditions. 
They’ve damaged the democratic process. They’ve poisoned the law. They’ve choked off compromise. 
For fifty years they’ve kept this Court at the center of a political battle that it can never resolve. And 
fifty years on, they stand alone: nowhere else does this Court recognize a right to end a human life.

 Consider this case. The Mississippi law here prohibits abortions after 15 weeks. The law 
includes robust exceptions for a woman’s life and health. It leaves months to obtain an abortion. Yet 
the courts below struck the law down. It didn’t matter that the law applies when an unborn child is 
undeniably human, when risks to women surge, and when the common abortion procedure is brutal. 
The lower courts held that because the law prohibits abortions before viability, it is unconstitutional 
no matter what. Roe and Casey’s core holding, according to those courts, is that a State can protect 
an unborn girl’s life when she just barely can survive outside the womb—but not any earlier, when 
she needs a little more help. That is the world under Roe and Casey.

 That is not the world the Constitution promises. The Constitution places its trust in the people. 
On hard issue after hard issue, the people make this country work. Abortion is a hard issue. It 
demands the best from all of us, not a judgment by just a few of us. When an issue affects 
everyone—and when the Constitution does not take sides on it—it belongs to the people.

 Roe and Casey have failed. But the people, if given the chance, will succeed.

 This Court should overrule Roe and Casey and uphold the State’s law.

 I welcome the Court’s questions.
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