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“2019 K-9 Handler of The Year Apprehends Dangerous Suspect” 
 
I personally reviewed the video and related reports after this incident occurred and again recently.  
There are certainly key facts one should consider while reviewing this entire situation. 

Fact # 1    Deputy Drewitz witnessed what he believed to be a drug transaction occur in Deandre 
McCollum’s vehicle. As McCallum drove away, Deputy Drewitz also observed that McCollum’s 
vehicle had illegal window tint on it.  

Fact # 2    Deputy Drewitz attempted to stop McCallum for the window tint violation and to 
investigate what he believed to be a drug transaction. Rather than comply and pull over, McCollum 
fled in his vehicle at a very high rate of speed southbound on Main Street in the middle of the day. 
During this time, intersections were congested with vehicles and there were many pedestrians in 
the area.  

Fact # 3    The only reason Deandre McCollum stopped fleeing in his vehicle was because he 
crashed into another vehicle. 

Fact # 4    Deandre McCollum immediately fled from the accident in a full sprint while being told to 
stop. 

Fact # 5    Deandre McCollum is larger and younger then Deputy Drewitz (“recognized officer 
subject factors” by WI DOJ) 

Fact # 6   K-9  Friday caught McCollum and McCollum fell to the ground. McCollum continued to 
attempt escape by immediately getting back to his feet.  McCollum then fell down again and 
immediately rose to his knees as Deputy Drewitz approached him. From this position Deandre 
McCollum could certainly draw a gun, pull a knife, punch, bite, spit and flee again. 

Fact # 7    Deandre McCollum was ordered to get down.  He did not respond to this command, 
continued resisting and demanded the K9 be removed. 

Fact # 8     Once Deandre McCollum complied and placed his hands behind his back, it took 
Deputy Drewitz a mere (8) eight seconds to safely handcuff Deandre McCollum and safely remove 
K-9 Friday from his hold.  

Fact # 9    Deandre McCollum was found to be in possession of drugs. 
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The goal by Deputy Drewitz throughout this entire contact was to gain voluntary compliance so that 
he could investigate a drug transaction that he witnessed.  At every effort to gain control of this 
situation, Deputy Drewitz was met with active resistance by Deandre McCollum.  Deandre 
McCollum continued resistance throughout this contact which created a dangerous situation for our 
community, Deputy Drewitz and his K-9 partner Friday. 

Upon a thorough review of this entire situation, it became abundantly clear to me that there were 
multiple opportunities that Deandre McCollum could have chosen to voluntarily comply.  Instead, 
Deandre McCollum made the decision to not follow any legal directives by Deputy Drewitz and took 
extreme and very dangerous measures to avoid being safely taken into custody. When Deandre 
McCollum finally decided to comply, he was quickly and immediately handcuffed by Deputy Drewitz 
where some level of control and safety was gained and K9 Friday was immediately removed. 

Deputy Drewitz is a highly trained, well-respected and the most senior K-9 handler with over 25 
years of law enforcement experience with the Racine County Sheriff’s Office.  He has received 
numerous awards and commendations, including in 2019 the prestigious recognition by the State 
of Wisconsin Canine Handlers Association as  “Wisconsin Canine Handler of the Year.” Deputy 
Drewitz exemplifies the core values of professionalism in law enforcement and is highly regarded 
by his peers.  

As in this unfortunate situation, law enforcement officers routinely put their lives on the line each 
and every day all in the spirt of public safety.  I was on scene that day after Deandre McCollum 
was taken into custody, and I recall it being a pleasant day out with many citizens traveling on Main 
Street and adults and children walking on the sidewalks. As I looked around, I was relieved that 
nobody was seriously injured or killed as a result of Deandre McCollum’s dangerous and reckless 
behavior.     

I have complete faith in our community and our court system that when all facts are presented and 
thoroughly reviewed, the court will conclude the quick and brave actions taken by Deputy Drewitz 
and K-9 Friday was well within his training and experience and completely an appropriate use of 
force to stop a very dangerous and resistive suspect.  I refuse to allow ridiculous and frivolous 
lawsuits such as this derail my commitment and top priority being the safety of my deputies and 
citizens we are sworn to protect.  
 
At the end of the day, Deputy Drewitz was successful in arresting a dangerous, recklessly fleeing 
suspect without injury to himself or any innocent citizens.  I am proud of Deputy Drewitz and K-9 
Friday for their commitment towards public safety and bravery in this dangerous situation. 
 
Sheriff Christopher Schmaling 
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