
 

 

February 8, 2022 
 
Mohammed Choudhury 
State Superintendent of Schools 
State Department of Education 
Nancy S. Grasmick State Education Building 
200 West Baltimore Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201-2595 
 
Maryland State Board of Education 
Nancy S. Grasmick State Education Building 
200 West Baltimore Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201-2595 
 
Dear Superintendent Choudhury and Board Members, 
 
Navigating the COVID-19 Pandemic has been a daunting task for all levels of 
government. The novel nature of the virus has made it difficult to obtain quality 
information on which to base mitigation efforts, and information often changes 
quickly as the virus evolves.  
 
However, nearly two years into this pandemic and after multiple variants of the virus 
there is solid scientific study on the effectiveness of masking in COVID-19 mitigation. 
There is a glut of scientific consensus indicating that cloth masks are ineffective. A 
team from University of Waterloo in Canada published a study in July in the journal 
Physics of Fluids which showed the filtration efficacy of various masks: R95 60%, 
KN95 46%, surgical masks 12% and cloth 10% and a KN95 with just a 3mm gap 3%.  
 
In late January 2022, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) changed their 
recommendations and acknowledged that cloth masks are largely ineffective. While 
advocating for the use of the more effective R95 and KN95 masks, the CDC also 
acknowledged that these masks are not designed for children and have not been 
tested for broad use among children.  
 
While the CDC still recommends masking in schools, their research in this area is 
terribly flawed.  A recent article in The Atlantic by Dr. Margery Smelkinson, a 
Maryland-based infectious disease scientist, entitled “The Case Against Masks at 
School” reviewed all the relevant research the CDC has previously used to justify 
face coverings on children and found it to be without merit and, in all cases, without 
a control group.   
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The case against cloth masks is also being made here in Maryland. The Anne Arundel County Department 
of Health thoughtfully created a graphic that outlined the efficacy of the various mask materials, and it 
states that the most common face coverings being worn by our citizens and particularly by our children, 
cloth and sponge masks, are almost completely ineffective at filtering and preventing the spread of COVID. 
 
Masking children in school does not protect them from the virus, and it does not protect teachers and other 
school personnel. A North Carolina study published by the American Academy for Pediatrics found not a 
single case of student-to-teacher transmission when 90,000 students were in school. The study was 
conducted in the fall of 2020, well before vaccinations were available. Outbreaks of COVID in highly mask 
and vaccine compliant school systems such as Montgomery County also call into question the 
effectiveness of masking in schools.  
 
The damage that covering faces does to the development of children is something that we will not fully 
grasp for many years to come. However, there are early indications that masking negatively impacts 
cognitive development as well as emotional wellbeing – neither of which should be sacrificed for a 
mitigation measure that provides no true health benefit for those children. 
 
The House Republican Caucus requests that the Maryland Board of Education immediately rescind the 
policy requiring face coverings of all students in public schools, including the elimination or modification of 
all three of the “off-ramps.”  The guidelines are not grounded in science, and they are causing untold 
damage to our children’s cognitive development and their emotional wellbeing.  
 
The Governor of New Jersey, a state with some of the most stringent COVID mandates in the nation,  
announced yesterday that he will end the masking requirement for schools in March. The time has come 
to accept that COVID-19 will be with us for a long time, and we must begin to treat it as a part of daily life.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. We all want what is best for Maryland’s children, and 
navigating COVID-19 has certainly been a challenge of historic proportions. After two full years of virtual 
schooling, the elimination of many activities, strict masking requirements, and other “social distancing” 
measures, it is time to acknowledge that returning to “normal”, to the greatest extent possible, is critical for 
our children’s academic and social development.  
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 

 
Delegate Jason Buckel        Delegate Haven Shoemaker 
House Minority Leader             House Minority Whip 
 
 

 
Delegate Lauren Arikan 

District 7, Baltimore & Harford Counties 
 

 
 
cc: The Honorable Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr., Governor 


