
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
COP MUST STAND TRIAL FOR SHOOTING DOCTOR’S WIFE  

 
In a stunning, detailed opinion by a 3-judge panel of the 11th Circuit Court of Appeal, the 
wrongful death civil rights case filed by Dr. Dudley Teel against the Indian River Sheriff 
and Officer Anthony Lozada for the shooting death of his wife, Susan Teel, has been 
reversed. Lozada responded to a suicide call at the Teel residence, rushed upstirs and shot 
Mrs. Teel three times in the chest. 
 
The appellate Court held that Officer Lozada must stand trial so a jury can decide if his 
claim that he feared for his life is believable.  
 
The court noted Officer Lozada understood Mrs. Teel hadn’t threatened anyone, didn’t 
verbally threaten Lozada and wasn’t pointing the knife at him. The Court found it 
important that Mrs. Teel never made any sudden movements toward Lozada who, “shot 
her without any warning” while Mrs. Teel was 10 feet away. 
 
The Court emphasized Lozada could have de-escalated the situation but chose not to: 
“Perhaps most tellingly, Officer Lozada was aware that alternative actions - retreating into 
the sitting room or down the stairs to meet up with a back-up officer or using a non-lethal 
method to subdue Mrs. Teel—“were available means of resolving the situation.”  “A 
reasonable officer in his shoes would have been aware of the same alternatives. Yet Officer 
Lozada did none of these things.”  
 
The Court went on to say Mrs. Teel had committed no crime, and was not an immediate 
threat Officer Lozada, but without issuing a command or warning—shot her three times, 
killing her. It would be obviously clear to any reasonable officer that the display of force 
was excessive. “We have repeatedly held that police officers cannot use force that is wholly 
unnecessary to any legitimate law enforcement purpose.” 
 
Sheriff Daryl Loar may also face a jury for his part in this tragedy since he failed to take 
Lozada off the street after multiple instances of excessive force and other Sheriff’s 
Department rules. 
 
Guy Rubin, of Stuart, Florida’s Rubin & Rubin, representing the Teel Family notes:  
 
“It is indeed encouraging that our courts are no longer giving poorly trained and over-
zealous officers a free pass when they inflict unjustified excessive force on citizens. No 
officer who so blatantly uses excessive force should have immunity against a wrongful 
death claim. Here The Teel Family called 911 for mental health help for a suffering family 
member; what they got was a cowboy cop who changed their lives forever, because he was 
not suited for the job and panicked under the pressure of the moment.  Police are first 
responders; they need to first send properly trained personnel, and second, treat them as 
if it was their own family. We look forward to The Teel’s Day in Court. 
 
Email dkrebs@rubinandrubin.com for more details and attorney availability. 


