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JOHNNY PALERMO, and VINCENT J. PALERMO. The LPOA board did not

approve funding this trip. RICHARD GONZALEZ and JOHNNY PALERMO

allowed non LPOA members and their personal friends and associates to have this

Las Vegas trip paid for with charity funds without full knowledge and approval of

the LPOA board.

13.1t was part of the conspiracy and scheme to defraud that the defendants worked

together to conceal VINCENT J. PALERMO’s name on certain hotel rooms paid

for by LPOA for the defendant’s benefit, to include a Marriott hotel room used by

VINCENT J. PALERMO on a trip to San Diego in September, 2022 and a

concierge suite for VINCENT J. PALERMO booked at a Houston Marriott

location in 2021.

14. As part of the conspiracy and scheme to defraud described above and in furtherance

of it, the defendants caused to be transmitted by means of wire communications,

communications in interstate commerce and utilizing facilities of interstate

commerce, the sounds and signals described below:

Wire On or Wire Description
About
LPOA debit card | 9/6/18 | LPOA debit card charged for VINCENT 1J.
charge PALERMO’s hotel room costs in Denver,
Colorado for a stay from September 6, 2018, to
o September 8, 2018.
OA debit card | 9/6/18 to | The LPOA debit card was billed for additional
charge 9/8/18 charges to VIN_Z2MN. J. PALE  [O’s hotel room
in Denver for charges at the Omni Hotel Pool _ ar
and Grille.
LPOA deposits 2/28/19 | LPOA deposited a $19,000 check following
City of Omaha VINCENT J. PALERMO’s participation in their
Check from Turn
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aeck trom Turn
Back Tax
Committee

Turn Back Tax Committee d_ecma to act on
LPOA’s application for funds.

Call intercepted
between
JOHNNY
PALERMO and
RICHARD
GONZALEZ

9/22/22

RG - I think you should tell everybody to start
turning in receipts.

JP — Okay...I-I bring mine tomorrow

RG - The people that are gettin reimbursed are
comin in to get their money

JP - Oh, okay

RG - Right away, but it's all the rooms that were on
the LPOA card, so

JP - Okay, yeah

RG - So, so what I did right now- I called Marriott
JP - Mhm

RG - I was missin one of our receipts and I called
em up and-and asked em, so but th-I-I got the
receipts for me, [PACE employee], Vinny, [LPOA
fundraiser]...those rooms are done

JP - Okay

RG - And then the airfare...the tickets that you
bought for me, [LPOA fundraise: and [PACE
employee] can you get that receipt soon?

JP - Yep, yep.

RG - Okay. I mean that-that's a good lil chunk of-a
$5,000 I'm sure there and then you and [LPOA
Board Member] and somebody else

JP-Yep

RG - Th-you bought three tickets for who else?

JP - Um me, [LPOA members]

RG - So that's six tickets right there

JP-Yep

RG - Okay, on-on the LPOA card, right?

JP - Yep

Call recorded
between FBI
Agent and
VINC™NT J.
PALERMO

10/14/22

VP: This is Vinny.

SA: Hey, Mr. Palermo....I’m a Special Agent with
the FBI.

VP: Okay...

SA: From what I understand, there are annual
disclosure forms that are filed as far as what
businesses that a public official’s affiliated with
and so forth...I understand you have a small
business, right? You’re Vinny’s Tree Service...
VP: Correct.

7
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W-2: And I panicked man...Well they just, uh,
mainly, uh, they showed me four copies of...
checks from the City of Omaha made payable to
LPOA and it said [Board Member #4]. ...wanted to
know, uh, if what I knew about your Turns Backs
Committee...

VP: Ha, ha, ha

W-2: It has to be turned in if there were any gifts
or luxurious trips given to a Council Member.

VP: Oh.

VP: 1 know what they are after, they're after the
trips I took as a member of LPOA.

W-2: As a member not as a City..

VP: As a member. [ went as a member.

W-2: Ok

VP: And that money that was awarded to them, uh,
they're free to use it as they want. If they're saying
that I gave them City money and then in return that
City money was used for me to go on a trip, no it
was used for members to go on a trip.

W-2: ...Which...I’'m not giving them any
information besides yes, no, or I don’t know...

VP: ...And you should have said that was before
me.

Conversation 12/9/22 | JP - Yo. They ask about uh like the San Diego trips
intercepted and all that?
between Board BM #3 — Yep...they talked about Vinny too
Member #3 and JP - Why'd they wanna know about Vinny?
JOHNNY BM #3 - All sorts a shit...
PALERMO JP - What did Vinny do though? He went on trips
following FBI with us
interview of BM #3 - He can't! He has to disclose that
Board Member JP - I get that...
#3 BM #3 - So it makes us look criminal

JP - Gotchu.
Conversation 12/15/22 | VP: 1 got questions about why I pick the same
intercepted people for fucking firework permits.
between W-3: Seriously
VINCENT J. VP: Like there's some uh kickback or bribe going
PALERMO and on, it's like...there should be
Witness #3 W-3: (laughing) yeah

VP: There should be but there's fucking not.

13
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COUNT V — Wire Fraud

1. The allegations set out in Count I are hereby realleged as if set forth herein.

2. The allegations set out in Count II are additionally hereby realleged as if set forth
herein.

3. At all times material to Count V, VINCENT J. PALERMO, was an elected
official, that is a City Councilman for the City of Omaha and was required under
Nebraska state law to file a “Statement of Financial Interests,” annually with the
Nebraska State Accountability and Disclosure Commission. Through that filing,
VINCENT J. PALERMO was required to disclose any sources of income, rent,
and gifts of more than $100 in value that VINCENT J. PALERMO received in the
calendar year prior to the filing. VINCENT J. PALERMO was further required to
disclose any businesses, non-profits, and other entities with which he had certain
affiliations or ownership roles.

4. On or about April 2, 2019, to on or about April 5, 2019, VINCENT J. PALERMO
devised and intended to devise, and participated in, a scheme to defraud the
citizens of Nebraska, and to obtain money and property by means of materially
false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises.

5. It was part of the scheme that VINCENT J. PALERMO would fail to disclose
material income, rent, and other property and gifts valued at over $100, that
VINCENT J. PALERMO received from Omaha Glass Pro, LPOA, and PACE on
his “Statement of Financial Interests,” to conceal those benefits from the Citizens

of Nebraska.

21
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gal 574 | Ss DisTHicT HouRT
g DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA

A TRUE BILL. ‘ APR 19 2023

y OFFICE OF THE CLERK

. _POREPERSON /
The United States of America requests that trial of this casebe held in Lincoln,
Nebraska, pursuant to the rules of this Court.

Ial

LESVEY I?OODS, TX #24092092
Assistant U.S. Attorney




