
 2 February 2023 

 Dear Members of the Grand Isle Supervisory Union Learning Community: 

 The GISU is shocked and saddened by the physical altercation among spectators during a recent 
 middle school basketball game at the Alburgh Community Education Center. This behavior is 
 unacceptable, can not be tolerated, and runs contrary to everything we believe athletics in 
 education should be. These are not the values we should be teaching our youth. We recognize 
 that the vast majority of spectators at our events support and model the values of teamwork, 
 collaboration, sportsmanship, health and well-being in student activities. However, we can  not 
 ignore the increase in spectator misconduct at school sporting events throughout Vermont, 
 including in our gymnasiums. 

 We believe that athletics in education has an important role. However, given the current 
 environment, we also recognize that an immediate change must happen.  To ensure the safety of 
 all of our learning community, including students, faculty, staff, administration and the 
 community who participates as spectators at our events,  we have made the difficult decision to 
 end spectator attendance at GISU home games for the remainder of the basketball season. 

 During this time, we will call on all leaders in Vermont to not only condemn violence and 
 misconduct by spectators at local sporting events, but also  consider how best to respond to 
 misbehavior by spectators; and how to better structure educational athletic events to ensure all 
 participants, including spectators, support and exhibit the values of  teamwork, collaboration, 
 sportsmanship, and health and well-being. 

 Student athletic programs in the Grand Isle Supervisory Union support our mission of ensuring 
 all members of the GISU learning community are curious, creative, courageous, and capable of 
 pursuing their aspirations in a diverse and ever changing work world. Specifically, GISU student 
 athletic programs are designed to promote an understanding of teamwork, collaboration, 
 sportsmanship, and health and well-being. We support the Vermont Principals Association’s 
 belief and statement 

 …  that middle school sports should be kept in perspective.  To that 
 end, we concur with the National Middle School Association 
 research summary on sports in middle school, which states: “Many 
 positive benefits for young adolescents may result from 
 participation in sports which can enhance their self-esteem and 
 increase their interest in sports. However, when young adolescents’ 
 needs and interests become secondary to pressures and 
 unreasonable expectations from coaches, parents and even 
 themselves, sports often have the opposite effect. Young 



 adolescents’ psychological well-being should be a priority in 
 developing middle school sports programs.  ” 

 Our commitment to the Grand Isle Supervisory Union communities is to pull together an 
 opportunity where anyone (student or adult) who has ideas about improving the current 
 environment can be heard.  The GISU will consider how to use these ideas to help everyone who 
 attends educational athletic events understand that everyone at an athletic event participates in 
 the educational side of the event.  Our hope is we can quickly transform from an environment of 
 no spectators to a culture where everyone who attends an educational athletic event understands 
 and embraces they are an important participant in the educational process of our students. 

 Thank you for your understanding, and we look forward to working with you on this “WE ARE 
 ALL PARTICIPANTS” campaign. 
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