
Inventory No: WSN.98

Historic Name: Smith, Josiah Tavern

Common Name:

Address: 358 Boston Post Rd

City/Town: Weston
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Local No:

Year Constructed: 1757

Architectural Style(s): Georgian;

Use(s): Business Office; Meeting Hall; Other Governmental or Civic; Other Road Related; Tavern;

Significance: Architecture; Commerce; Politics Government;

Area(s): WSN.K

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (02/11/1983);

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard;

Demolished No
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JOSIAH SMITH TAVERN Marian Stewart, May 1972 

1. Weston profited from being situated back on the Worcester turnpike, 
the highway to New York and on the frieght haul from Vermont and the 
Connecticut Valley. 

2. The Post Road was the most important road of the 18th Century for 
the coaches to Conn, and New York. 

3. 1709-1750 during Russell 's ministry, there were about 
150,000 i n a l l New England 

15,000 i n Boston 
500 i n Weston 

Boston was only 30 times greater, and New England was only 300 times 
greater. Boston 300 times great i n 1898.. .easy to see relative 
importance. 

Around I83O many small trades appeared* a brewery or malt house, 
groceries and dry goods store, clock makers, hatters, straw braiders, 
gr ist mil ls and saw mi l l s , machine shop, pottery, cabinet making, 
wheelwright, shoe making, tannery and apothecary shop. 

5. Tavern thrived with traders. Russet c ider . Two other taverns i n 
Weston. 

6. Josiah bought land i n 1756. Opened for tavern i n 1757. 

7. In I763 J . Smith added a much larger kitchen on the south, and a 
taproom on the east side where coaches and carriages stopped, and a 
wide doorway leading to a low-ceilinged ha l l with a broad stairway. 
On the second floor J . Smith had bu i l t several chambers and a long, 
high ballroom. 

Miss E l len Jones said, "When addition was made on the east side, 
the upper story consisted of a ha l l (the ballroom) running the whole 
length of the house from N. to S. with two windows at each end and 
eight on the side - heated by two f i replaces. " 

8. Tavern changes hands - Dr. Laska, page 8. Town meeting held there. 
Miss Alice deed 19^7. Miss E l len 1950. Willed to SPINEA. 
I952 Partitions removed from ballroom^ and other repairs. 

9. Porch ripped off of older part and l e f t intact on newer part, 1952. 
Town also removed addition and part i t ion at the end of the east porch. 
I n 1951» Town of Weston leased offices and meeting rooms. Four rooms 
reserved for Histor ical Society. Documents of h is tor ica l interest stored. 

Conclusion? Throughout 210 years, the Jones House has served the people 
of Weston with hospital ity and amusements during the tavern days, and 
with meeting rooms and a small museum in our time. It i s understandable 
that the town should be concerned with the p?©servation of this histor ic 
house, for from i t i s reflected the flavor of Weston as i t was during the 
hustling period i n the late 1700*s and early 1800's. No matter to what 
agree the people of Weston have changed or w i l l change, the essential 
f lavor of the town can be found i n such histor ic landmarks as the Jones House. 


