
Seldom do I write articles concerning the presentation and questioning on the debate of any 
legislation in the Oklahoma House of Representatives and the method by which bills are presented 
on the House floor; however, it is with much caution that I address the presentation and debate that 
occurred on the House floor today (March 6) around House Bill 2632.   
 
This bill was listed as a firearms bill, expanding rights to use deadly force at places of worship. 
What I see as the larger problem with this particular bill is the fact it gives coverage to those who 
discharge a weapon in a place of worship.  
 
If we remember back to just a year ago in a city just south of Oklahoma, there was a massive 
shooting within a church where 26 people died. There is also a case finally wrapping up regarding 
a young man attending a church prayer service and shooting and killing several people in 2015. 
Surely it is not the desire of this body to ensure an individual who fires a weapon will have 
unfounded security in their actions.   
  
Further, the loose definition of a place of worship defended on the House floor was 
unacceptable.  The demeaning part of this event is two-fold. The first issue is the use of scripture 
to defend the merits of a bill that promotes the presence and use of guns at a place of worship. The 
second issue – and almost relatively unconscionable that it would be used as an example – occurred 
when the bill’s author referenced Rosa Parks in his debate to defend the presence and use of guns 
within a worship environment. He said fighting for gun rights was equivalent to the bravery Ms. 
Parks displayed when exercising her God-given rights by simply sitting – nonviolently and 
unarmed, by the way – on a bus. This was an example that went far beyond inappropriate.   
 
As a pastor, I stand firm in the belief that the universal and very essence of the Bible is sacrifice, 
love, and forgiveness.  None of these Biblical attributes is connected to guns. The very reference 
to Rosa Parks – a matriarch, trailblazer, and esteemed advocate in the civil rights era  - was 
highly demeaning to me as an African American. The sacrifice that she represents was an 
individual act of personal sacrifice, in total disregard for her well-being, but as a stance for what 
was right in her mind. Guns are a defense. Faith is a defenseless, sacrificial state of being. Don’t 
defend guns with faith! 
 


